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Merry Christmas 
                                   2016 Christmas Tree Guidelines

If you are interested in cutting a tree on BLM lands please obtain a BLM Christmas tree permit at the BLM Office, ph: 852-7074
PERMITS EXPIRE 12/31/2016
CHRISTMAS TREE PERMITS ALSO AVAILABLE AT:

Alamosa – Kristi Mountain Sports

Antonito- Home Town Market

Creede- Chamber of Commerce

South Fork-Rainbow Grocery and Visitor Center
1. Christmas Tree Permits are $8.00 each. Limit is (5) permits.

2. Select your tree in a group that is in need of thinning. After selecting your tree attach your permit tag to the tree prior to cutting it.

3. Trees should be no more than 5 inches in diameter at shoulder height. Cut your trees as close to the ground as possible.  Your stumps should be no higher than 6 inches.

4. Be sure you are on the National Forest or Bureau of Land Management before selecting trees.

5. NO CUTTING ALLOWED IN WILDERNESS AREAS OR THE CONEJOS CANYON. All trees must be at least 100 feet away from any campground, picnic area or road.  
6. Pinecones are free (up to 1 bushel) for personal use.

7. A small amount of boughs are permitted with the purchase of Christmas Trees. No more than 5 branches per standing tree should be cut. If you want boughs only, you may collect up to 5 pounds per day up to 40 pounds per year without a permit.

8. The Forest Service does not blade roads for snow removal. Dress warm and have emergency equipment handy.

9. Keep vehicles on road, “Tread Lightly on Public Lands”.

10. “Pack It In, Pack It Out”.



Christmas tree care

Recipe for prolonging the indoor life of a cut Christmas tree:

2 cups Karo syrup

2 oz. liquid bleach

2 pinches Epson salt

1/2 teaspoon Borax

1 teaspoon chelated iron (may be purchased at a garden shop) 
Hot water

Mix the ingredients listed above.  Fill a 2-gallon bucket with hot water to within one inch of the top and add the ingredients.  Stir thoroughly, dissolving ingredients.    With a saw, make a fresh cut at the base of your Christmas tree.  Cut an inch off the base of the tree, trying to make a level cut.

Immediately stand the tree in the solution and leave for 24 hours.  Place your tree in a tree stand that contains a well where liquids can be poured. Fill the well with the solution and keep the remaining solution for topping off the well of the tree stand every day.  

How does it work?

The Karo syrup provides the sugar necessary to allow the base of the tree to take up water.  Up to 1.5 gallons of water can be taken up by the tree over a 2 week period.  Boron in the Borax allows the tree to move the water and sugar out to every branch and needle in the tree.  Magnesium compounds in the Epson salt and iron from the chelated iron provide essential components for the production of chlorophyll which will keep the tree green.  The bleach prevents mold from forming in the solution.

Some of the other beneficial side effects of this procedure are that the needles will not drop, you will notice an increase in natural pine fragrance, and the tree should be fireproof.

Don't forget to check the cords and plugs of your electrical decorations to ensure that they are not frayed or broken, or exposing wires.   If they are damaged, they are a hazard.  Throw them away!  It costs a lot less to replace decorations than it does to replace your home.  Have a safe and happy holiday season!
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