Winter OSV Recreation
Stanislaus National Forest
Calaveras Ranger District
ROG 16-52-03; 02/05

Sno-Park information line: (916) 324-1222

Where To Go With Your OSV
(Over-Snow Vehicle)

ATVs are limited to the three hard-surfaced
roads listed because of their tendency to dig
down through the snow and cause soil and
vegetation damage.

Many areas of the Calaveras Ranger District
are open and accessible to those who enjoy
recreating on snowmobiles and ATVs during
the winter months:

ATVs are not allowed on groomed snowmobile trails.

Snowmobile Areas
Highway 4 (east of closure gate)
Black Springs Road—7N23
Poison Springs Road—6N45
Cabbage Patch Road—7N09
Spicer Reservoir Road—7N01

OSV and ATV Safety
Users must share the roads and trails with
cross-country skiers, hikers, snowshoers and
others. You must slow down when your sight
distance ahead is limited by blind turns, weather conditions, vegetation and when passing
any type of winter recreationist.

ATV (All Terrain Vehicle) Areas
Boards Crossing Road—5N02
Black Springs Road—7N23
Poison Springs Road—6N45

Be extra careful when parking, loading or
unloading—especially along Highway 4 and
other high-use areas. This can be very dangerous.

Snowmobiles may legally ride in areas listed.
They may not go into Near Natural or
Wilderness areas. Please carry a map
showing the Mokelumne and Carson-Iceberg
Wildernesses. It is a violation of Federal
law—36 CFR 261.16(a)—to operate any
mechanical equipment within the boundaries
of a Wilderness.

You should never ride alone. Accidents can
and do happen, the results of which may render you unable to help yourself. Hypothermia
is difficult to detect in oneself—another observer is always invaluable in that respect.

Falling through the ice can be fatal! Users
should be aware of frozen lakes and streams
and avoid them at all costs. The frozen ice in
the Sierras is unpredictable and unsafe due to
rapid temperature changes. Lake Alpine is one
Users may operate on private land only with
of the most dangerous lakes in our area. The
the owner’s permission.
water line is often several feet below the ice,
due to water releases after the freeze occurs
Some cross-country ski trails are closed to
snowmobiles—please respect these closures. during winter. Do not go onto this lake for any
reason!
OSV users should keep in mind that they are
For more information on winter recreation in
ambassadors to the sport and subject to
the
Stanislaus National Forest, please contact:
characterization by non-motorized
recreationists with whom the Forest is shared.
Stanislaus National Forest
Please ride responsibly.
Supervisor’s Office

Users may operate over-snow vehicles
(OSVs) only where sufficient snow exists to
prevent soil and vegetation damage—36 CFR
261.13(h).

Highway 4 is groomed for snowmobiles from
the closure gate at the Lake Alpine Sno-Park
to Highland Lakes, a distance of 20 miles.
This grooming is funded with Green Sticker
fees. The Sno-Park is a very popular parking
area for both OSV and non-motorized
recreationists. Parking at the Sno-Park is by
permit only. Permits are available at the Calaveras Ranger District office, local sport
shops and the Big Trees State Park.
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Winter Recreation Code of Ethics


I will respect the rights of all winter recreationists to enjoy the beauty of the winter
wonderland.



I will respect public and private property.



I will park considerately, taking no more space than needed, without blocking other
vehicles and without impeding access to trails.



I will keep to the right when meeting another winter recreationist, yield the
right-of-way to traffic moving downhill and never block trails.



I will slow down and use caution when approaching or overtaking another.



I will respect designated riding areas and trail use signs of all kinds.



I will not disturb wildlife. I will avoid areas posted for protection or feeding of wildlife.



I will pack out everything I packed in and will not litter.



I realize that my destination and travel speed should be determined by my
equipment, ability, the terrain, weather and traffic on the trail.



I will not interfere with or harass others. I recognize that people judge my sport by
my actions.



When uncertain of an area or conditions of snowpack and weather, I will seek
information before venturing into an unsafe area.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age,
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs,
reprisal, or because all or part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should
contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal
opportunity provider and employer.

