
Within these use areas, roads and/or trails 
are marked for easier OHV use. Trail maps 
are available at the Ranger District or in map 
boxes at riding area kiosks. These riding   
areas offer a variety of terrain and vegetation.  
You will find brush fields, granite, dense    
forests and open grasslands. Operator      
difficulty ranges from beginner routes on   
Forest roads to most difficult on numerous 
trails throughout the Stanislaus. Opportunities 
exist for motorcycles, ATV’s and four-wheel 
drive vehicles. 

 
OHV Route Use 
It is the operator’s responsibility to know and 
abide by regulations governing motor vehicle 
operation within the Forest. It is a violation of 
federal law for instance, to cause damage or 
rutting to roads or trails (36 CFR 261.12c). It 
is a violation to cause unreasonable damage 
to the land or resources (36 CFR 261.13h). 
 
Private Land 
It is the operator’s responsibility to know if he 
or she is on private land.  
Where private land is  
posted, please respect the 
landowner and do not   
trespass.   
 
Safety 
While operating on OHV routes, avoid       
excessive wheel spins while attempting hill 
climbs or traversing over water bars. Slow 
down when your sight distance is limited by 
blind turns, trail conditions or when passing 
other users. Please restrict use 
during periods of wet or muddy 
conditions and help reduce 
damage to route surfaces. 
Please “tread lightly”. 
 
Other Users 
Other visitors to the Forest use our OHV 
trails.  Please be alert for oncoming traffic in 
the form of mountain bikes, horses and      
hikers. Livestock, during certain periods of the 
summer, may be grazing in the area as well. 
Be aware of two-way traffic on all roads and 
trails. When operating on a Forest road, do 

not ride in the opposite lane. Remain on your side 
of the road at all times. 
 
The Green Sticker Program 
The California State Off-Highway Vehicle         
Program (Green Sticker Program) sometimes 
helps this District in our efforts to provide OHV  
opportunities. Projects funded by this program       
include trail maintenance, signing, visitor             
assistance, OHV information and map printing. 
 
Crandall Peak/Deer Creek Area 
This popular motorcycle riding area has signed 
OHV trails and 140 miles of road open to OHV 
use, extending from north of Crandall Peak to the 
Deer Creek area NW of Hwy 108. 
Elevations in the riding area range 
from 3500 feet at Deer Creek to 
5500 feet at Crandall Peak. Four-
wheel drive and ATV opportunities 
are limited to the 140 miles of For-
est roads. 
 
The season of use on these roads 
and trails is between April 15 and December 15 
unless conditions warrant additional resource        
protection actions.  Check with the Mi-Wok Ranger 
District for updates. 
 
OHV Use Requirements: 
 All vehicles not registered for highway use are 

required to have a green sticker affixed to the 
vehicle. 

 All vehicles are required to have a properly  
installed and operating spark arrester and  
muffler. Forest Service-approved spark        
arresters are standard 5100-1A. 

 All vehicles are required to meet State and 
Federal sound restrictions.  All riders are     
required to carry proof of ownership while     
operating any motorized vehicle on public 
lands and be in possession of a valid license 
as required by State law. 

 State law requires that you slow your vehicle 
down to 15 MPH while riding within 50 feet of 
another vehicle, person or livestock. All roads 
and trails are open to two-way traffic. Be  
aware of oncoming traffic and remain on your 
side of the road at all times. 

 Working headlights and taillights are required 
for operating vehicles from one-half hour after 
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For a complete listing of off-highway vehicle      
regulations, refer to the Code of Federal           
Regulations or California Vehicle Code. All       
violators of these regulations are subject to  
citation. 
 
Additional ATV Requirements 
 All riders under the age of eighteen are        

required to have a State ATV Safety  
    Certificate of Completion to operate an ATV    

or be in the direct supervision of an adult who 
has proof of completing the  safety course.  

 In addition to the above-referenced safety    
requirement, direct supervision of a parent     
or guardian is required for all riders of ATVs 
under the age of fourteen. 

 All riders are required to wear an approved 
safety helmet while riding an ATV. 

 No helmet = No ride. 
 It is also against the law to carry a passenger   

while operating an ATV. 
 
36 CFR 261.13– Use of Off– Highway             
Vehicles on National Forest 
It is prohibited to operate any vehicle off Forest 
development, State or county roads: 
 Without an operable braking system. 
 From one-half hour after sunset to one-half 

hour before sunrise unless equipped with 
working headlights and taillights. 

 Without a valid license as required by State 
law. 

 In violation of any applicable noise emission 
standards established by any Federal or State 
agency. 

 While under the influence of alcohol or other 
drugs. 

 Creating excessive or unusual smoke. 
 Carelessly, recklessly or without regard for  

the safety of any person or in a manner that    
endangers or is likely to endanger, any person 
or property. 

 In a manner which damages or unreasonably 
disturbs the land, the wildlife or vegetative  
resources. 

 In violation of State laws established for     
vehicles used off roads. 

 
OHV Recreation Code of Ethics 
 I will respect the rights of all others to         

enjoy the beauty of the National Forest.           

 I will respect public and private property. 
 I will park considerately, taking no more space    

than needed, without blocking other vehicles        
and without impeding access to trails. 

 I will keep to the right when meeting                     
another, yield  the right-of-way to traffic moving 
downhill and never block trails. 

 I will slow down and use caution when                         
approaching or overtaking another. 

 I will respect designated riding areas and trail       
use signs of all kinds. 

 I will not disturb wildlife and will avoid  
      areas posted for the protection and feeding of 
      wildlife. 
 I will “pack-it-in/pack-it-out” and not litter. 
 I realize that my equipment, ability, the                 

terrain, weather and traffic on the trail should        
determine my destination and travel speed. 

      In case of an emergency, I will volunteer my  
      assistance. 
 I will not interfere with or harass other who               

may be enjoying the Forest. I recognize that               
people judge my sport by my actions. 

 When uncertain of an area or weather                       
conditions, I will seek information before                  
venturing into an unknown situation or area. 

 
To insure that continued use of Off-Highway                  
Motor Vehicle sports on public lands, you need             
to know and practice this Recreation Code of                    
Ethics. 


