
Hiking Hanging Lake in the Winter Months 

Hiking to Hanging Lake is a unique experience no matter the season. But hiking to the lake during the 

winter requires preparation.  Please consider these factors: 

 The trail is steep, snow-packed, and icy. 

 We suggest hikers have good boots with winter traction devices. 

o You may even want to use hiking poles. 

 Daylight hours are limited in the winter in Glenwood Canyon - plan your trip accordingly. 

o Hiking to the Lake may take longer due to slick, icy, and cold conditions. 

 Winter hikers should have a well-supplied backpack with survival gear such as: hat, additional 

layers, food, first aid kit, gloves, headlamp, and other winter survival gear.  Remember, it is cold 

out there.  

 Conditions change rapidly during the winter months – plan ahead.  

 There is no cell coverage at the lake or on the trail. In event of an emergency you will need to 

use the Colorado Department of Transportation’s emergency phone located on the Recreation 

Path at the bottom of the trail.  

o Search and Rescue could take hours to respond since they are a volunteer resource.  

Plan ahead for your safety.  

 All regulations still apply during the winter months at Hanging Lake. These rules are especially 

important since the trail, wildlife, and vegetation can be more sensitive during the winter due to 

the additional moisture and drastic temperature changes.  

 Please respect wildlife during the winter. They are conserving energy to just stay alive. Do not 

harass, feed, or disturb the critters.   

o The trail is still closed to dogs in the winter.  This is especially important to the wildlife.   

 If you encounter an issue on the trail please contact the Eagle-Holy Cross Ranger District at 970-

827-5715. We’d like to know.  

o Tree across the trail 

o Damage to bridges or boardwalk 

o Missing signs 

 


