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Operation Holiday Cheer Creates Children's Smiles

By Nancy Henderson

Santa Claus talks to children from Northern California youth and family programs during Operation
Holiday Cheer in Redding, Calif., Dec. 7. Spearheaded by employees of the Shasta-Trinity National Forest,
the annual charity event provided meals, gifts, and educational fun for nearly three dozen children. (USFS
photo by Nancy Henderson)

REDDING, Calif.—Spearheaded by employees of the Shasta-Trinity National Forest,
Operation Holiday Cheer provided meals, gifts, and a visit from Santa to children from
Northern California youth and family programs, Dec. 7. The annual volunteer event is a
favorite of the forest.

“Forest employees look forward to this event as much as the kids do, I think” said Terri
Simon-Jackson, Deputy Forest Supervisor. “It’s just a good time for everyone.”

Redding Rotary purchased the food while Semper Fi, the U.S. Marine Corps memorial unit,
prepared homemade chili and hotdogs, and baked fruit cobblers over hot coals in Dutch ovens.
Employees from the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, joined by employees from the Forest
Service’s Northern Operations Center, baked over 1,000 cookies and muffins for the children
to take home. Each of the nearly three dozen children also took home a gift from Toys-For-
Tots.

Although the goodies were the biggest

2



“It’s a real team effort, involving over 50
volunteers from eight agencies,” said
Simon-Jackson.

attraction for the kids, including the
reception of cocoa, fruit, and homemade
muffins and biscuits they received upon
arrival, education was woven into the fun as
well. Children were guided through five
stations with topics ranging from firefighting to arts and crafts.

The forestry and firefighting station taught tree growth and allowed the children to
swarm over a fire engine, even sounding the horn and flashing the lights. They also
deployed the fire hose onto a target tree, knocking down wooden cutouts of candles with
the water stream. (Only one child drenched a volunteer this year.)
The smokejumpers’ station let children try on smokejumper gear and see the
smokejumpers demonstrate a jump from their training tower.
Arts and crafts included making pinecone trees and decorating a bag to hold their
treasures.
The fire prevention station taught children the difference between tools and toys, and
safe behavior in the event of a house fire.
At the final station, Ivan the mule and his friends greeted each child, Santa arrived to a
chorus of “Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer,” and presents were distributed by name to
each child.

Published: December 15, 2016
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Forest Service employees, volunteers lay wreaths in remembrance

By Paul Robbins Jr.

Volunteers lay thousands of wreaths at the gravestones of the Memorial Park Cemetery in Oroville, Calif. on
the Dec. 2. The annual effort, inspired by the Wreaths Across America Program, was begun by Herman and
Debbie Wendell, both Forest Service employees. (USFS photo by Al Belin)

OROVILLE, California—Inspired by the Wreaths Across America program for Arlington
National Cemetery, two Forest Service employees set out to localize the gesture of respect for
fallen veterans in their area. Debbie Wendell, a contracting officer for the Forest Service’s
Pacific Southwest Region, and Herman Wendell, a resource maintenance team leader for the
Plumas National Forest, orchestrated the annual effort in 2010 to lay thousands of wreaths at
the gravestones of the Memorial Park Cemetery, on the first Friday in December.

Assisted by volunteers from the Amapola Chapter Order of Eastern Star (OES), Oro Dam
Cruisers Classic Car Club, Northwest Lineman’s College, Butte County Probation
Department, the local Veterans of Foreign Wars post, Oroville Lion’s Club, Brothers of
Oroville Lodge #103, the Forbestown Lodge, residents of Paradise and Chico, this year’s
effort was the largest yet at 4,166 wreaths laid.

Published: December 14, 2016
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Shasta-Trinity receives $300,000 for Off Highway Vehicle
improvements

By Nancy Henderson

REDDING, Calif.—The California Off Highway Vehicle (OHV) Commission has awarded
more than $300,000 for OHV improvements and education in the Shasta-Trinity National
Forest over a period of three years.

Recognizing the importance of off highway vehicle recreation to the area, the Shasta-Trinity
National Forest applied for and received funding for five projects ranging from $23,000 to
$144,000, including three in the Mount Shasta - McCloud area, and two forest-wide.

"We have a robust and diverse OHV community that uses our forest and we are thrilled to
receive these grants, which will enable us to continue providing a safe and satisfying
experience," said Dave Myers, Forest Supervisor.

A $36,000 grant will support the Mount Shasta Avalanche program, which is instrumental in
supporting and ensuring the safety of snowmobilers in that area. The grant will fund staff to
collect data, produce weather forecasts, provide free public snowmobile avalanche training,
and develop a snowmobile ambassador program.

The West Parks Eddy area is a favorite OHV
outing venue for locals, and will be impacted by
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two grants: a $47,000 development grant will
allow construction of a bridge, installation of
erosion control features, reconstruction of 150
feet of motorized use trail, and creation of two
OHV staging areas. A second restoration grant
for $23,000 will allow reestablishment of native
vegetation in areas adversely impacted by
unauthorized use, as well as the installation of
erosion control features and signage, and
monitoring.

In response to public demand, a $54,000 grant
will fund trail rangers. These OHV professionals
will work across the Shasta-Trinity National
Forest, leading free trail rides and providing
information on OHV operation, safety, and

'tread lightly' practices designed to limit damage to the land.

A final $144,000 grant for ground operations will support signage, map production,
monitoring and maintenance. These two forest-wide grants are expected to improve the riding
experience for the thousands of OHV enthusiasts who enjoy the Shasta-Trinity National Forest
trails system each year.

Off highway vehicles range from pickup trucks and Jeeps to all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) and
motorcycles. OHV activities provide an accessible means for people of all abilities to connect
with nature and explore the national forests.

In conjunction with these grants, the forest will seek volunteers to assist Forest Service staff
with implementation. For an opportunity to explore the Forest, meet new people, and help
protect our natural resources, contact Lisa Walker, OHV coordinator, at (530) 226-2337.

Published: December 14, 2016, 2016
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Caught ‘napping’: First direct evidence of migratory hoary bats
hibernating

By Paul Meznarich

ARCATA, Calif.—Perched among the branches and needles of California’s redwood forests
are nestled groups of furry, winged creatures known as hoary bats (Lasiurus cinereus). They
are a migratory species, capable of traveling hundreds of miles. These hoary bats may have
wandered throughout western North America before settling into California’s north coast…to
sleep.

Researchers with the U.S. Forest Service’s Pacific Southwest Research Station documented
the first recorded evidence of hoary bats going into a state of torpor, or hibernation. Published
in October in “Scientific Reports”, “First Direct Evidence of Long-distance Seasonal
Movements and Hibernation in a Migratory Bat” reports newly discovered behaviors in hoary
bats.

While it’s not unusual for some species of bat to migrate or other species to hibernate, it is
unique to find a species of bat that does both. Hoary bats are one of North America’s largest
bats at 5 inches in length and also one of the continent’s most distinguished with its frosted fur
for which it takes its name.

“It’s commonly assumed that species that migrate do so to reach areas that allow them to
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“While such tracking and monitoring
technology has existed for a while, it
hasn’t been until somewhat recently that
these units were made small enough to be
affixed to animals of this size,” Weller
said.

continue feeding and remain somewhat active throughout the winter,” said lead author Ted
Weller, an ecologist with the Forest Service. “But our findings surprised even our own
research team by showing that hoary bats spend much of the winter in hibernation.”

Tracking and monitoring

In September 2014, Weller and his colleagues tagged several bats within Humboldt Redwoods
State Park with GPS tracking devices. Then they tagged another group of bats with devices
that monitored light levels, body temperatures and activity, which allowed them to understand
how bats responded to varying weather conditions.

A month later, two of the GPS-equipped bats
were recaptured and their data downloaded.
One of the bats met the expected behavior of
“site fidelity,” with its longest single-day
trek being about 4 miles from the initial
capture site. The second bat was surprising
in that it had produced multiple single-day
treks ranging from 30 to 45 miles. However,
it was a third bat recaptured several months
later that produced the most intriguing behavior.

For the month of October, Bat VHF5 flew more than 600 miles, making a loop into southern
Oregon, then into California, over to the Nevada-California border, and then back again into
the interior of California. At the time, researchers were as puzzled as they were excited by
VHF5’s flight pattern.

“It’s hard to determine what led to such a journey,” Weller said. “Was he seeking favorable
temperatures and humidity for roosting and foraging? Was he trying to intercept females to
mate with as they migrated to their wintering grounds?”

The monitoring devices attached to the other group of bats also offered remarkable new
insights into the species. Two bats from that group were recaptured in spring, with one of the
bat’s devices having captured 224 days of data. Based on lowered body temperatures and
inactivity, that bat exhibited the signs of being in a torpor state from November 2014 through
April 2015, including a 40-day stretch without flying.

Research questions

Which led researchers to the question: Why would a species capable of migrating hibernate?
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Similar to other migratory species,
understanding seasonal movements and
wintering habits are essential for
conservation efforts. And because most
bat research is confined to summer when
bats are most active, these findings are
especially useful.

One theory involves the bats’ roosting habits.

“Hoary bats roost outside in trees as opposed to inside caves,” Weller said. “It’s possible that
hoary bats are evolved to hibernate, but would freeze if they did so in their northern summer
territories.”

The Redwoods of California are ideal in that they offer an environment with lots of shelter,
cool temperatures and plenty of moisture to reduce the risk of dehydration.

“This research has provided us with a
valuable look into the lives of hoary bats
rarely before seen, and until now, never
before documented to this extent,” Weller
said. “Knowing more about their lives
outside of the summer months will help us
better understand what steps might best
promote their conservation year-round.”

Research partners included Wildlife
Veterinary Consulting, the Swiss Ornithological Institute, Bat Conservation International, and
the U.S. Geological Survey Science Center.

Published: November 18, 2016
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Shasta-Trinity NF, public discuss tree mortality treatment on Black
Fox

By Nancy Henderson

REDDING, Calif.—Concerned members of the public and representatives of the timber
industry visited the 3,000 acre Black Fox tree plantation on the Shasta-Trinity National Forest,
Nov. 4, to learn about and provide feedback on proposed treatments to improve the health of
the plantation.

Tree mortality in the plantation has increased over the past four years due to insect infestation
by the Western Pine Beetle and a disease known as Black Stain, both symptoms of stress from
overcrowding and drought. The forest proposes variable density thinning in overcrowded
stands to relieve stress, allow for other species to grow, and to support early wildlife habitat.

Currently, stands average 350 trees per acre with a closed canopy. Nish VanHees, forest
silviculturist at the Shasta-Trinity NF, proposes thinning younger stands to 65-100 trees per
acre and older stands to 45-65 trees per acre.

“This would help the trees within the plantation
to mimic a natural forest,” said VanHees.

After thinning, prescribed fire would be used to
help manage the forest into the future, returning
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a more natural process to the landscape. The
area of the Black Fox plantation has not been
touched by fire in more than 100 years. The
expected return interval of fire on a natural
landscape is 30-35 years in mixed forests and
approximately 15 years in ponderosa pine
forests.

“Open it up and keep the brush young, pretty
much what (the forest) proposes,” said Rich
Klug of Roseburg Forest Products. “That would
also make better habitat long term.”

Forest staff see the proposed plan as an
opportunity to meet the Forest Service’s multi-use purpose by aiding local industry through
timber production while caring for the land through effective treatment, according to District
Ranger Carolyn Napper.

“Every time we undertake a project to maintain or improve the forest, we are looking for ways
to include our local communities, partners and industry,” said Napper.

The project will be carried out under a stewardship contract, which would include an
integrated resource timber contract. The public collaboration is in keeping with the standards
of the 2014 Farm Bill, encouraging efficient work in addressing insect and disease related tree
mortality.

Published: November 18, 2016
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Angeles NF supports the Urban Kids Fishing Derby

By Andrew Mitchell

Dozens of people fish from a crowded shore during the inaugural Urban Kids Fishing Derby at Kenneth
Hahn State Recreational Park, Nov. 12. (USFS photo by Andrew Mitchell)

LOS ANGELES—Smokey Bear and friends from the Angeles National Forest/ San Gabriel
Mountains National Monument took part in the inaugural Urban Kids Fishing Derby at
Kenneth Hahn State Recreational Park, Nov. 12. Forest Supervisor Jeffrey Vail and several
forest employees operated booths with educational games featuring Smokey Bear prizes, a
native wildlife exhibit, and information about the recreational opportunities on nearby national
public lands. The Forest Service staff eagerly volunteered for the event, jumping at the chance
to interact with members of the public not normally exposed to the forest.

The event was sponsored by Urban American Outdoors TV and supported by the Angeles NF,
along with other civic organizations like California State Parks, California Department of Fish
and Wildlife, and Los Angeles County Parks and Recreation.

Published: November 15, 2016
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“Most of these students live within an
hour of the forest but have never been,”
said Diane Savin-Dukleth, assistant
manager for the U.S. Forest Service
Pacific Southwest Region’s Quality
Control Group.“ It’s very important for
them to get out and experience the forest,

Forest Service, other foresters help connect youth with nature

By Paul Robbins Jr. and Timothy Williams

The beautiful Sequoia Lake YMCA Camp is where the interactive, outdoor education program known as
Forest Conservation Days was held for inner city youth, Sept. 26-30. (USFS photo by Tim Williams)

MIRAMONTE, California—Foresters, natural resource specialists and volunteers came
together at the Sequoia Lake YMCA Camp to conduct the interactive, outdoor education
program known as Forest Conservation Days for inner city youth, Sept. 26-30.

Forest Conservation Days (FCD) is designed to reduce the disconnect between today’s youth
and nature by providing bona fide facts about natural resources, forest management and
history of the local area. Approximately 1,300 K-12 students, 45 teachers, 130 parent
chaperones, 60 students from Reedley College and three accompanying professors participated
in the multi-day event.

The Forest Service and 14 other agencies
provided interactive displays with brief
presentations on topics including: wildlife,
forestry products, Native American history,
forest diseases and pests, a portable sawmill,
a nursery, and fire prevention. After learning
from the plethora of experts, participants
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especially to do it with someone who
works on the forest and can share their
love of nature.”

were treated to a nature hike led by a
forester or natural resource specialist.

“Forest Conservation Days was beneficial to
the children and it also appeared that the
chaperones and teachers were pleased with
what they were learning,” said Kent Kinney, forestry instructor for Reedley College. “The
children were focusing on the issues at each station and seemed as though they were happy
with the opportunity to be in the forest.”

The theme of the program was Web of Life, which demonstrates what plants and animals need
to survive and what makes a forest healthy. The components of the Web of Life are sun, soil,
water, air, insects, plants, animals and decomposers (decay).

“The Web of Life is a tool for reminding the students that the animals and other physical
components of the forest are all tied together with things the students share in their everyday
lives,” said Kinney. “It makes the education more relative to each of the students and does it in
a way that promotes the scientific experimentation and discovery we try to promote.”

Conservation education is a key component in the Forest Service’s efforts to ensure the
sustainability of public lands and resources. Programs like the FCD are one of many ways the
organization seeks to work with partners and communities in generating awareness and
interest in the stewardship of our national forests and grasslands and private forests.

Published: October 28, 2016
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“Our hope is that this pilot will connect
daily hikers or first-timers from
underserved communities in and around

Angeles NF, partners try shuttle program

By Nathan Judy

People board a shuttle outside of the at the Arcadia REI, bound for a forest recreation area. The Angeles
National Forest and San Gabriel Mountains National Monument hosted a pilot shuttle program starting Sept.
24, 2016, transporting the public from a Metro train station to a local trail head in the forest. (USFS photo by
Nathan Judy)

ARCADIA, Calif.—The Angeles National Forest (ANF) and San Gabriel Mountains National
Monument (SGMNM) hosted a pilot shuttle program starting Sept. 24, 2016, transporting the
public from a Metro train station to a local trail head in the forest.

Through a grant form Car-less California (California Alternative transportation for Recreation
—Leisure for Everyone that is Seamless and Sustainable), the Forest Service collaborated with
community partners to operate a weekend shuttle program. The pilot project ran for three
weekends to assess the feasibility of future transportation projects through partnerships with
local communities. The program fits into the development of a larger transportation plan
trying to connect underserved communities with recreation destinations in Los Angeles
County.

Three 20-passenger shuttles picked up hikers
at the Arcadia REI, located next to the Metro
Gold Line Station, and dropped them off at
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southern California to their national
forest,” said Jeffery Vail, forest
supervisor of the Angeles National Forest
- San Gabriel Mountains National
Monument.

the Chantry Flat Picnic Area above the city
of Sierra Madre. Chantry Flat picnic area is
the trail head to Big Santa Anita Canyon
with multiple trails leading to waterfalls and
historic Mt. Wilson.

Since the pilot kick-off fell on National
Public Lands Day, participants were able to
enjoy guided hikes lead by REI, the Wilderness Society, and the National Forest Foundation.
There was also a free make-your-own trail mix station sponsored by REI, and two information
booths staffed with volunteers from Friends of the Angeles.

Forest employees and volunteers were able to observe firsthand the excitement of riders and
hear their positive feedback regarding the trial shuttle provided to new and seasoned hikers.

“It was great to be able to see firsthand the excitement of the riders and get their feedback,”
said Carmen Young, acting volunteer coordinator, Angeles National Forest. “From new
visitors and seasoned hikers, the feedback was overwhelmingly positive.”

The effort is a result of April’s Transportation Workshop, in collaboration with the Southern
California Association of Governments, looking to integrate existing public transportation
networks and produce innovative ideas on collaborative transportation. The hope is that this
will be a model for the future of transportation on the ANF & SGMNM.

Highlights from the pilot program:

Passenger Totals:

1st Weekend—approximately 265

2nd Weekend—approximately 329

3rd Weekend—approximately 248
At least 72 of the riders used public transportation to access the shuttle service.
22 people volunteered to speak with the visitors about the pilot program and hand out
trail information   
Each Shuttle showcased a video on the Leave No Trace principles to encourage good
stewardship of the forest
Congressional visit from Representative of the 27th District, Judy Chu

Published: October, 2016
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"Seeing the facilities and meeting with
operators in person helped everyone
simultaneously understand the breadth
and limitation of wood processing in the

Learning the woody biomass industry on National BioEnergy Day

By Marcus Taylor

Semi-trucks sit in loading bays of Sierra Pacific Industries – Lincoln sawmill, receiving woody biomass like
sawdust, wood chips, bark, and wood shavings, for use on-site in their Combined Heat & Power biomass
plant. Industry professionals and interested parties took tours of the woody biomass industry for National
Bioenergy Day, Oct. 19. (USFS photo by Marcus Taylor)

LINCOLN & SHERIDAN, California—The State & Private Forestry program of the U.S.
Forest Service partnered with the Watershed Research & Training Center to provide tours of
woody biomass industry for National Bioenergy Day, Oct. 19. Coinciding with National
Forest Products Week, the tours were an opportunity for industry professionals and interested
parties to become familiar with wood processing facilities in the state.

Participants included representatives from the California Energy Commission, the California
Office of Planning & Research, the California Department of Transportation, Sierra Energy,
the Bureau of Land Management, Sierra Resource Conservation District, the University of
California Berkeley, and many others.

The morning tour was hosted in Lincoln by
Sierra Pacific Industries (SPI), the largest
lumber producer in California. The facility
includes a small-diameter sawmill, which
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region,” said Lisa Fong, State & Private
Forestry, U.S. Forest Service. “California
has so much wood presently available,
even large facilities like this are full and
can’t take in anymore."

typically takes logs between 8” and 18” in
diameter, and a large-diameter sawmill that
can accommodate logs larger than 18”, as
well as a biomass power plant. . The power
facility generates up to 18.3 megawatts
(MW) of electricity, of which about 8 MW
is used internally to run the complex.

The biomass plant also supplies steam that is used in their dry kilns where the lumber is cured,
representing a type of biomass power known as cogeneration, or Combined Heat & Power
(CH&P). Tour participants were shown how logs are brought in and sent through the sawmill
to make lumber, and how the woody biomass (sawdust, wood chips and shavings) leftover
from milling is used in the biomass power facility.

“I was surprised by the capacity that such a facility has to process so much wood, but more
importantly, their ability to utilize all of the log into lumber and then to use what can’t be
made into lumber to power their biomass facility,” said Michael Maguire, from the California
Office of Planning & Research. “It’s a very efficient method to utilize a resource in various
ways.”

The tour continued in the afternoon at Far West Forest Products in Sheridan, where the
participants met a father-daughter team that runs small-scale, portable sawmills on their site. 
Jim Evans and Jennifer Alger specialize in urban, salvaged, and reclaimed lumber and wood
products. The Sheridan site seeks to reclaim wood that would be burned or put into a landfill,
and find value in something that might otherwise be wasted. Far West Forest Products is also
the California and Nevada representative for Wood-Mizer, a brand of portable sawmills,
several of which the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection recently purchased
of to help utilize wood from the tree mortality occurring in the southern Sierras. They are also
strong advocates for the use of local wood products, and spoke of the ability to satisfy
customer requests for exotic woods with species similar in quality but native to California.

“I think operations like this demonstrate the potential for the development of future wood
products in California that would otherwise be unutilized,” said Norma Santiago, former El
Dorado County supervisor. “It represents a great possibility for improving local wood product
markets.”

Published: October 28, 2016
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Forest Service helps Vallejo, American Canyon get ‘Wild in the City’

By Paul Robbins Jr.

Forest Service staff present interactive displays alongside a variety of other vendors for the Vallejo farmers'
market, a portion of the 3rd Annual Visions of the Wild Festival, Sept. 17. (USFS Photo by Paul Robbins Jr.)

VALLEJO, California—From foraging in the
urban wild to celebrating an animal’s triumphant
return in “Beaver Mania,” Forest Service staff
and community partners came together for a
celebration of the plants and animals that live in
our urban and suburban settings.

Nature, culture and community coalesced for the
3rd annual Visions of the Wild Festival, held
Sept. 15 – 18. Events included film screenings,
field trips, art exhibits, guest speakers and a
farmer’s market, all taking place in the cities of
Vallejo and American Canyon. Titled “Wild in
the City,” the festival was a collaboration of
artists, conservationists and an active
community.
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Fisheries biologist Dan Teater explains aquatic
life.

“The festival is volunteer driven, and funded by
the Forest Service and charitable contributions
by local businesses and individuals through the
Vallejo Community Arts Foundation,” said
Timothy S. MacDonald, VCAF President. “This
makes the festival free for all attendees.”

Festival events received record attendance as thousands roamed the farmer’s markets, viewed
films at the Empress Theatre, strolled through one of the five art exhibitions, or enjoyed the
serene beauty of a river cruise.

The crowd drawn to the festival was diverse in age and interest, drawing elder art lovers and
science students alike. A large group of students from the Mare Island Technology Academy
(MIT) were attracted by the unique combination of art and science the festival provides.

“The Visions (of the Wild) Festival nailed it for us,” said Laurie A. Guest, a teacher at MIT. “I
am always looking for ways to connect teaching with my love of science and commitment to
nature, and to meet people who are likewise interested and active in new, exciting ways.”

In addition to the exhibits and activities, attendees were also treated to a list of accomplished
guest speakers, including: scientists from the Forest Service; specialists from the Occidental
Arts and Ecology Center; professors from the University of California, Berkeley; and Dr.
Bernie Krause, famed soundscape ecologist and musician.
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“I think the kids were really excited and
quite taken aback that we received the
award and got all of the applause from
that big audience,” said Guest. “It made
me feel like the possibilities working with
the Forest Service, Solano Land Trust,
MIT and the wild visionaries planning
events are endless, and I want to do
more.”

Toward the end of the festival, following Krause’s presentation, festival organizers presented
the inaugural Wild Visionary Award to the staff and students of MIT. Guest and her students
were instrumental in the development of the festival’s soundscape ecology event, collecting
recordings as a part of their studies.

Rising attendance was encouraging for the
planning staff of the Visions of the Wild
Festival, who look to continue the growth of
the annual event. The City of American
Canyon has already expressed interest in
greater involvement in next year’s festival.

For more information on the Visions of the
Wild, visit http://visionsofthewild.org/

Published: September 30, 2016
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Forest Service, students improve recreation areas on National Public
Lands Day

By Paul Robbins Jr.

Forest Service staff, students from California State University, Chico, and Generation Green volunteers from
Grant Union High School replace the wooden slats of a 180-ft boardwalk during the second day of a three-
day event on the Mendocino National Forest for National Pubic Land Day, Sept. 24. (USFS Photo by Paul
Robbins Jr.)

RED BLUFF, Calif.—Youthful energy met public need recently as dozens of college and high
school students converged on the Mendocino National Forest to complete maintenance
projects to popular recreation areas.

Forest Service Staff hosted a National Public Lands Day event, Sept. 23-25, which brought
together partners from the Bureau of Land Management, Generation Green, 5 Gyers and
California State University (CSU), Chico. Approximately 100 volunteers and Forest Service
staff completed nearly a dozen labor-intensive projects over the three day event.

“We could never get all this done on our own,” said Shannon Pozas, forest engineer for the
Mendocino NF. “(National Public Lands Day) is my favorite day of the year.”

The event started on Friday evening with career night. Eight guest speakers from the Forest
Service provided insight into their unique specialties, which included: forestry, public
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Installing a road sign in a campground.

services, fishery biology and more. The group then shared a meal prepared by the students of
CSU, Chico.

Saturday morning the volunteers split into eight
groups, each with a Forest Service team leader,
to complete large tasks in numerous recreation
areas. The projects included: replacing wooden
boards on two boardwalks leading to trails,
replacing sprinkler heads in a camping area,
assembling shutters for a fire lookout, painting
siding and signs, building a pump house,
installing 30 signs around the recreation areas,
conducting trail maintenance, barrier repairs and
replacing tops on picnic tables.

While the Forest Service staff were thrilled by
the maintenance being completed, the students
were excited about the experience.

“It was awesome to see everyone come together
to do this work,” said Kelsey Wade, a parks and
recreation major at CSU, Chico. “This gives us a
sense of pride and ownership of our public
lands, and provides an opportunity to work with
professionals in the field.”

In addition to the work, the group offered interactive displays for 4th graders and their families
to attract attention to the Every Kid in a Park program. Firefighters from the forest brought an
engine and let kids operate a hose line, while Latinas in Action, a student organization from
CSU, Chico, presented an environmental education program on reducing plastic pollution.

“This is part of our mission to provide our members an opportunity to learn more about
environmental issues and Forest Service careers,” said Leslie Garcia, president of Latinas in
Action. “We had a good time, especially our newer members because this was their first time
camping out with their fellow students.”

The student volunteers departed the Red Bluff Recreation Area Sunday evening, having
completed two days of sorely-needed work on the national forest and receiving valuable
experience in forestry. The event was an example of the mutually beneficial partnerships the
Forest Service seeks with its surrounding communities.
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“The opening of the Gateway-to-Nature
center in downtown Los Angeles is
another step in the Forest Service’s
continued commitment to reaching
underserved communities, and teaching
them more about their public lands,” said
Marty Dumpis, regional forester’s
representative for the Angeles National

Visitors preview new Gateway Center during El Pueblo celebration in
LA

By Andrew Mitchell

Visitors to the El Pueblo de Los Ángeles Historical Monument try on firefighting gear at a Forest Service
booth during the celebration of the 235th anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles. (USFS Photo)

LOS ANGELES—Hundreds gathered in late August at the El Pueblo de Los Ángeles

Historical Monument to celebrate the 235th anniversary of the founding of Los Angeles. The
historical site is believed to be the location of the original Spanish mission that would later
grow into the second largest metropolitan city in the country. During the four hour celebration,
indigenous Native American tribes performed traditional blessing ceremonies while dance
troops executed cultural Spanish-Mexican dances.

The event provided the Forest Service and
its partners an opportunity to give visitors a
sneak preview of the new Gateway-to-
Nature visitor center, scheduled to open by
early December. The Angeles National
Forest – San Gabriel Mountains National
Monument is working with the National
Park Service and California State Parks to
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Forest.
provide a “one-stop shop” for connecting
underserved communities to their public
lands.

With Union Station across the street, visitors can take public transit to get closer to the great
outdoors. Starting on Sept. 24, and continuing through Oct. 9, visitors can take a train and then
hop a shuttle that will take them to Chantry Flat Picnic Area.

Through efforts like El Pueblo and the Chantry Flat shuttle, the Forest Service and partners
hope to provide visitors opportunities like never before, so more people can enjoy the majestic
San Gabriel Mountains that make up the Angeles National Forest – San Gabriel Mountains
National Monument.

Published: September 27, 2016
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“It is so important that there are so many
students here, because it is time for us to

Forest Service educates students at world's largest conservation event

By Denise Adamic and Paul Robbins Jr.

Forest Service staff were joined by members of the Hawaiʻi Division of Forestry and Wildlife to teach
children about the importance of native plant and animal species to healthy forests and watersheds during
Student Day at the International Union for Conservation of Nature World Conservation Congress on Sept. 6.
(USFS Photo by Denise Adamic)

HONOLULU, Hawaii—Approximately 180 middle and high school students joined Smokey
Bear and a host of other conservation-focused professionals from around the world for Student
Day, Sept. 6, at the Hawaiʻi Convention Center.

The students were invited to learn about natural resource careers and interact with
professionals during the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World
Conservation Congress, the world’s largest and most democratic recurring conservation event
in the world. The event draws between 6,000-10,000 participants, including heads of state,
business leaders, top scientists, educators and artists.

The coordinators of the island event see Student Day as a way to involve the next generation
in conservation efforts and future problem solving on the island.

The Forest Service contributed multiple
interactive displays and presentations
covering the subjects of fire prevention,
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take action,” said Hawaii Governor
David Ige. “We believe that island earth
is everyone’s responsibility. Each and
every one of us can do something today to
make the planet more sustainable.”

“Conservation is important as a native

Hawaiian—its our life’s duty,” said 10th

grader Waialeola Sarson. “A Hawaiian
saying goes, the land is our Lord and we
are servants to it.”

clean water and forest health. Botanists,
wildlife biologists and forest ecologists
engaged the students using pictures to
demonstrate the importance of native plant
and animal species to healthy forests and
watersheds.

There was also a simulated, indoor wildland fire where Smokey Bear made an appearance to
help share information on fire prevention and safety. And one of the most popular displays
was a table where the children were able to try on some of the firefighters’ equipment.

“I think the kids really enjoyed the hands-on learning experience,” said Nick Vargas,
Volunteer Coordinator for the Trail and Access Program, Oahu Branch of the Hawaii Division
of Forestry and Wildlife. “They were excited to see the equipment we use and try it on, and
they asked very good questions.”

The students were further treated to appearances and musical performances by
singer/songwriter and Goodwill Ambassador to IUCN Allison Sudol, and singer/songwriter
and former professional surfer Jack Johnson.

Both the performers and the professionals sharing information on natural resource
conservation found a receptive audience in the students of Hawaii, who demonstrated a unique
kinship with their island.

Student Day was held on the sixth day of the
worldwide conference, which ended on Sept.
10. The days following the student event
included an excursion to explore and witness
the beauty of the island, additional
Members’ Assemblies to inspire discussion
and debate on pressing issues, and
exhibitions to showcase new knowledge and
inspiring initiatives.

By its completion, the IUCN World Conservation Congress presided over 90 pressing and
controversial issues, and presented a consensus that will carry a powerful mandate, helping
shape worldwide conservation agendas for years to come.

Published: September 16, 2016

28



Forest Service ceremony celebrates future talent, diversity

By James Oftedal

Forest Service interns, their supervisors, the Outreach, Recruitment & Workforce Diversity staff, and guest
speakers pose for a photo during the 20th Annual Intern Awards Ceremony August 4, 2016, at the Center for
Advance Research and Technology. (USFS Photo)

CLOVIS, Calif.—The Region 5 Outreach, Recruitment & Workforce Diversity (OR&WD)
Program held its 20th Annual Intern Awards Ceremony August 4, 2016, at the Center for
Advance Research and Technology. The event celebrated the interns’ completion of the
program and more than 20 years of work in the area of cultural transformation, like bringing in
talented and diverse employees. All 75 interns were presented with certificates and many
spoke passionately about how much they have gained as a result of their internship.

“It is clear that many of our supervisors went above and beyond and became mentors,” said
James Oftedal, OR&WD program manager. “We are thankful to all of the supervisors who
have supported the program by taking on interns throughout the years. Together, we are
helping build our agency’s future leaders!”

Published: August 18, 2016
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“Working with partner agencies has
increased our success rate for finding and
eradicating illegal growing operations,”
said Tony Magarrell, special agent for
the marijuana eradication operations on
the Plumas and Lassen National Forests.
“Successful raids like today would not be
possible without pooling our resources
and reaching this level of coordination.”

Forest Service, partners eradicate illegal marijuana on public lands

By Paul Robbins Jr.

Member of the California National Guard soldier cuts a marijuana plant down during a raid of two illegal,
marijuana grow sites on Aug. 10, deep within the forest. (USFS Photo by Paul Robbins Jr.)

PLUMAS NATIONAL FOREST, Calif.—A combined force of local, state and federal law
enforcement agencies has set upon national forests and grasslands in California to combat a
dire threat to the environment and nearby communities.

More than 20 law enforcement personnel
with the U.S. Forest Service, Plumas County
Sheriff, Bureau of Land Management,
California Department of Fish & Wildlife,
and the California National Guard conducted
a raid of two illegal, marijuana grow sites on
Aug. 10, deep within the forest. The
combined force confiscated and destroyed
7,257 plants, adding to the more than
300,000 destroyed this year from more than
100 raided sites.

The work of the collaborating agencies is important because illegal marijuana cultivation
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“The biggest problem is, the chemicals
they use to keep pests and animals off
their marijuana grow sites, can run down
into the nearby streams and watersheds,”
said Detective Chris Hendrickson of the
Plumas County Sheriff’s Office. “These
watersheds not only feed Plumas County,
but most of Northern California.”

causes a wide variety of problems for the forest and nearby inhabitants. Vegetation is
destroyed, much needed water is diverted from streams, lakes, and public drinking water
supplies, and fish and wildlife habitat are devastated. Perhaps most damaging, the improper
use of herbicides, pesticides and rodenticides can cause extensive and long-term damage to
ecosystems and poison public drinking water for hundreds of miles.

While many different chemicals can be
harmful, the collaborative law enforcement
team is especially concerned with
Carbofuran. The potent pesticide poses a
significant risk to humans, wildlife and
water quality.

“It’s actually banned by the Environmental
Protection Agency and California
Department of Pesticides and Regulations
because of those qualities,” said Mourad W.
Gabriel, Executive Director of the Integral Ecology Research Center. “It is also banned in
Canada and the European Union, because it’s a human health and safety risk.”

This year, more than 300 pounds of pesticides and 26 gallons of restricted poisons have been
discovered at illegal grow sites, which have impacted 1,469 acres of public lands. More than
30 arrests have been made so far, as law enforcement professionals tirelessly pursue these
criminals throughout the state.

With a mission that includes the protection and sustainability of public watersheds, native
vegetation, wildlife habitat, and other ecosystem functions, the U.S. Forest Service remains a
committed partner in the eradication of illegal marijuana grow sites in California.

Published: August 11, 2016
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“This agreement allows our agencies to

Eldorado NF, CAL FIRE—First to use Good Neighbor Authority in
California

By Jennifer Chapman

Siobhan McKone, an AmeriCorps Professional Development Member with American Conservation
Experience, cuts down a tree during hazardous fuels reduction on the Eldorado National Forest. (Photo by
American Conservation Experience)

PLACERVILLE, Calif —The Eldorado National Forest and CAL FIRE Amador-Eldorado
Unit have signed an agreement under the Good Neighbor Authority to transfer $908,000 to
CAL FIRE for hazardous fuels reduction on the forest and surrounding lands. This is the first
supplemental project under the Good Neighbor Master Agreement between CAL FIRE’s
parent agency, California Natural Resources Agency, and the U.S. Forest Service, Pacific
Southwest Region, since it was finalized in January 2016.

The fuel reduction includes work on two phases of Fire Adapted 50, which is a key component
of the South Fork American River Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy. The funding
in this Good Neighbor agreement will provide 1,000 crew days to treat 500 acres; a tracked
chipper; an equipment trailer; and the environmental analysis required for additional fuel
break construction.

Work to be completed includes 100 acres on
the Camino Pollock Pines Fuel Break and
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work together on large-scale fuel breaks
to meet critical, shared fire protection
objectives,” said Forest Supervisor
Laurence Crabtree. “It makes sense, and
shows that government can get things
done.”

“By combining both state and federal
resources, we can provide accelerated
public service, said CAL FIRE Unit Chief
Mike Kaslin. “This is what we need with
the fire challenges that face us.”

400 acres on the Highway 50 Fuels
Reduction Project. These projects are
located in the wildland-urban interface
within a high-value landscape along the
Highway 50 corridor, where there have been
five major wildfires in the last 40 years. This
work will help create fire adapted
communities, which is one of the three goals
of the National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy.

The South Fork American River (SOFAR)
Watershed was proposed for implementing
the national cohesive strategy because of the
many valuable features at risk by complex
fire issues associated with drought, climate
change, fuel loading, insects and disease.
Nearby communities, infrastructure, public
and private timber, water, power lines,
recreation, protected species, and fire frequency are all reasons that this watershed is a high
priority.

The Good Neighbor Authority allows the Forest Service to enter into cooperative agreements
or contracts with state agencies, allowing them to perform watershed restoration and forest
management services on National Forest System (NFS) lands. The Good Neighbor Authority
was expanded by congress in 2014 under two laws: the FY 2014 Appropriations Act and the
2014 Farm Bill. Some related activities on non-forest service lands can be included as
demonstrated in this agreement between the Eldorado National Forest and CAL FIRE. The
South Fork American River (SOFAR) Cohesive Strategy is an all-lands wildland fire
management strategy.

Although almost all of the treatment under this agreement will be on forest service lands, some
fuel breaks must cross property boundaries to ensure their effectiveness in this landscape.
Additional treatments will be initiated under other authorities and partnerships to complement
the work completed under this Good Neighbor agreement.

Published: August 3, 2016
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“Stan Kubota (fixed wing operations
specialist) looked at the fact that the
MAFFS units were flying right over

Engineer helps Shasta-Trinity National Forest, taxpayers save millions

By John C. Heil III

Shasta-Trinity National Forest Engineer Virginia Jones stands in front of a C-130 aircraft at Redding Air
Attack Base.

REDDING, California – Shasta-Trinity National Forest Engineer Virginia Jones is a problem
solver. When she heard of a proposed $2.5 million construction project to replace pavement at
the Redding Air Attack Base, she asked: “why?”

The project was envisioned to make the pavement strong enough to support C-130 aircraft
equipped with modular airborne firefighting systems (MAFFS), a mechanized unit loaded in a
C-130 for delivery of retardant during wildfires. They could then land and reload retardant
needed to fight wildfires.

The U.S. Forest Service contracts with private companies to provide air tankers to drop fire
retardant as part of wildfire suppression efforts. But during periods of high wildfire activity,
often, there aren’t enough contracted air tankers to meet demands. That’s where MAFFS come
in.

Looking at the cost and scope of the project,
Jones decided to begin by questioning the
underlying assumption: Was the pavement
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Redding to get to Chico for reload, and
that there was a huge potential for cost
savings if we did another evaluation on
Redding’s ramp,” said Base Manager
Jeff Ridley. Jones agreed, estimating the
project could save about $3,500 each trip.
At the height of the wildfire season,
hundreds of air tanker trips are typically
made.

“I looked at it with a fresh set of eyes,”
said Jones, who owned her own
engineering firm prior to joining the
forest 18 months ago. “I treated it as if it
were a problem on my professional
engineering test.”

“After we received the verification, it was
pretty much a big celebration at that
point,” said Jones, who says her
inspiration was her late father, who was a
general contractor.

really not strong enough? The base had
originally been designed to accommodate a
turboprop aircraft manufacturer and B-17 air
tankers, which are less than half the
maximum takeoff weight of a MAFFS C-
130. To calculate the limits of the airstrip,
she gathered the Federal Aviation
Association guidelines, the original soil
density tests, the design specifications and
the engineering calculations from 1986.

Jones presented her collected data and
findings to John Casey, the Shasta-Trinity
National Forest aviation officer, who
determined that the tarmac could support
175,000 lbs, instead of the original estimate
of 155,000 lbs. Kubota confirmed that was
sufficient to support a MAFFS C-130, which
only required 167,000 lbs. The California
Air National Guard then conducted
penetrometer tests to measure the density of the pavement and soil, verifying Jones’
calculations.

The combined efforts of the City of Redding airport division, the California Air National
Guard and the U.S. Forest Service confirmed that the Redding Air Attack Base could support
the MAFFS C-130s.

Saving the public the $2.5 million estimated
to reconstruct the runway is reason enough
to celebrate, but that is just the beginning.
Effective immediately, Jones’ work can save
an estimated $1.5 million for every 10 days
of fire by landing MAFFS C-130’s at
Redding Air Attack Base. While she
continues to celebrate her accomplishment,
the forest is celebrating her.

“Virginia (Jones) has been a fantastic addition to the leadership team on the Shasta-Trinity
National Forest,” said Forest Supervisor Dave Myers. “She has a ‘get it done’ attitude and
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approach to work that is refreshing and serves the public well.”

Published: August 3, 2016
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“I signed up for the service aspect, but I
also like the travel, schedule of projects
and the network of contacts that I am
building,” said Hannah Damgaard, one
of the volunteers.

Volunteers complete Wilderness Ranger Academy at Modoc National
Forest

By Ryan Burns

The Modoc National Forest recently hosted nine volunteers of the AmeriCorps National
Civilian Community Corps for a 48-day assignment. During this time, the group completed a
week-long Wilderness Ranger Academy which taught some essential skills for working in the
remote environment of the South Warner Wilderness. 

Some of the skills they learned during the academy were the principles of Leave no Trace,
backcountry first aid and land navigation. The group also performed needed work projects in
the Modoc National Forest and with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service at the Modoc National
Wildlife Refuge.

Day one was busy, beginning with an
orientation in the offices of the Modoc
National Forest and Modoc National
Wildlife Refuge, then familiarization of
local amenities.

Orientation was followed by a trip to Lake
City, which included a glimpse at organic
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farming and homesteading by local resident Sophie Shepard. They also visited Patterson
Guard Station, high within the Warner Mountain Ranger District. The guard station was later
used as a base camp, after performing a cleanup.

The promise of adventure and outdoor experiences are two of the draws to join AmeriCorps
NCCC, and the volunteers did not find their stay in the Modoc lacking in those areas. One day
involved working at the Modoc National Wildlife Refuge on projects benefitting the refuge’s
wetlands and wildlife habitats. Another day found the crew working high in the backcountry
of the South Warner Wilderness on a hiking trail, while interacting with forest visitors.

The group also attended the Fourth Annual Modoc Sportsman’s and Outdoor Expo at the
Veterans Memorial Park in Alturas, where they shared with the community about AmeriCorps
NCCC and learned about other public lands in Modoc County. The group also found time for
volunteer work at Eagle Peak Animal Rescue, with local specialists Bill and Tina Hodge.

The Modoc National Forest partnered with the Corporation for National and Community
Service to produce the Wilderness Ranger Academy.

To learn more about the Corporation for National and Community Service and its AmeriCorps
NCCC program visit: http://www.nationalservice.gov/.

Published: August 3, 2016
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Forest staff, furry friends visit Dixon for Grillin’ and Chillin’

By Paul Robbins Jr.

Smokey Bear shrugs in response to the kids request he join them inside a bounce house at the Grillin’ and
Chillin’ festival in Downtown Dixon, July 16. (USFS Photo by Paul Robbins Jr.)

DIXON, California – Live music, fresh barbecue and a few furry friends from the forest were
some of the biggest attractions at the Grillin’ and Chillin’ festival in Downtown Dixon, July
16.

Law enforcement and recreation staff from the Tahoe and Shasta Trinity National Forests, as
well as the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, were a part of the festivities in Downtown
Dixon. The event featured a pre-1974 classic car show, live bands, a kids’ park with games,
fresh barbecue from numerous vendors and a chili cook-off. 

The Forest Service staff set up an informational booth with free gifts like wristbands and
stickers, a Polaris Razr patrol vehicle on display, and a compliance demonstration with a K9
unit. Spending the entire day interacting with the community in a fun environment provided
the staff an opportunity to share a variety of important messages.

“It was a great opportunity to reach out to our
fellow Californians and teach them about our
mission as stewards of their public lands,” said
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Carson Harris, a law enforcement officer and K9
handler for the Shasta-Trinity National Forest.
“It also serves as an opportunity to inspire our
coming generations to engage in public service
with career opportunities in the Forest Service.”

The staff also provided information on camping
safety, and recreation and travel management,
while listening to any concerns or feedback
from the crowd. Wildfire prevention was also a
common theme of conversation, especially when
crowd-favorite Smokey Bear was walking
around.

“Smokey is a hit anywhere he goes—from
senior citizens to toddlers,” said Joseph Cook, a

law enforcement officer for the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit. “He really boosts our
visibility at events and helps us get out the many messages we have to share.”

While Smokey was a big hit, the furry companion who drew the most attention during the
festival was K9 officer Jasper. Together with his handler, the 8-year-old German Shepard
impressed gathered crowds during multiple demonstrations by taking down fleeing suspects
and protecting his human partner during pat-down searches.

“People were genuinely interested in what the Forest Service was about, but they were
especially interested in seeing Jasper work,” said Harris, Jasper’s handler. “A lot of them were
seeing what a K9 can do for the first time.”

The booth and demonstrations were well received by the community in Dixon, and the forest
staff enjoyed the chance to interact in the fun and unique environment. When the next one
comes around, another Smokey sighting is likely.   

Published: July 29, 2016

40



22nd Year of Kids in the Woods at the Modoc National Forest

By Sally Carter

John Landoski, a forester for the Modoc National Forest, teaches Timber Math to children at the "Kids in
the Woods" event.

MODOC NATIONAL FOREST, California—Fire personnel from the U.S. Forest Service
brought Big Valley school children to Ash Creek Campground on the Big Valley Ranger
District for a day of fire prevention and conservation education activities for their annual
“Kids in the Woods” event on May 26, 2016.

The program provides an outdoor learning experience for the children with events covering
campfire safety, good vs. bad fires, wildland firefighting and a visit with Smokey Bear! The
program, coordinated with the help of school teachers, parents and community volunteers, is
designed to enhance environmental literacy and share the value of healthy wildland fire.

Published: July 12, 2016
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Passport in Time volunteers help survey near the Devil's Punchbowl

By Paul Robbins Jr.

Joanna Huckabee (center), an archaeologist for the Angeles NF and San Gabriel Mountains National
Monument, supervises the documentation of a small artifact found during an archeological survey. (USFS
Photo by Paul Robbins Jr.)

ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST, Calif.—
Since 1991, Passport in Time (PIT) volunteers
have assisted in important archaeological events
like the stabilization of ancient cliff dwellings in
New Mexico and the excavation of a 19th-
century Chinese mining site in Hell's Canyon in
Idaho.

Recently, they could be found surveying around
the Devil’s Punchbowl.

Nearly a dozen PIT volunteers joined two Forest
Service archeologists for a week-long survey of
a section of the San Gabriel Mountains from
June 6 – 10, an area with a long history of
prehistoric use by groups who moved through
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the area following food sources.

Each morning the archaeologists and volunteers
would form a line at the designated starting
point for a location and slowly move forward, scanning the dirt and brush for evidence of past
human activities. Over an average of five acres per day, they looked for non-native rocks and
materials like chert (a hard, dark and opaque rock used in tools).

The volunteers who took part in the survey come from diverse backgrounds, range in age from
18 to 70, and bring a range of knowledge to the endeavor. Some have a pre-existing love of
archaeology and history, others joined for the beauty of the outdoors and the opportunity to
learn.

“I volunteered for the opportunity to go hiking off-trail in remote and beautiful places, while
learning about the environment and its past uses from the knowledgeable and enthusiastic
Forest Service archaeologists,” said Anne Bittner, a retired attorney and PIT volunteer.

Over the week-long survey, numerous artifacts were discovered, most of which were
groundstone (stone tools used to process seeds and nuts) and lithic material (flaked stone
discarded during the making of stone tools). Unfortunately, none of them led to the need for an
‘Indiana Jones’ style excavation. Each of the discovered artifacts from the area was measured
and photographed, and a GPS coordinate was taken before it was returned to its original
location.

The majority of artifacts found are left at the
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archaeological site after documentation. Only
those with diagnostic properties, capable of
helping place the site within the larger cultural
chronology of the area, are taken for further
analysis, according to Thalia Ryder, an
archaeologist for the Angeles NF and San
Gabriel Mountains National Monument.

Surveys like these are not only important for
historical discovery and documentation, but also
as a guide for land stewardship by the Forest
Service.

“By being able to locate, document and study
these archaeological sites, we as land managers
and managers of heritage resources are better
able to protect these significant cultural sites,”
said Ryder.

This PIT project was the only one to be conducted this year, but archaeologists with the forest
and volunteers are hopeful to add a second project next year that involves excavation.

PIT is a volunteer cultural heritage resources program sponsored by the U.S. Forest Service,
which now includes such partners as the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), some state
parks and work with Historicorps. PIT volunteers work with professional archaeologists and
historians on public lands throughout the U.S. on diverse activities. For more information
about the program, visit http://www.passportintime.com/.

Published: June 24, 2016
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“In previous years, we were only capable
of doing one release a year due to lack of
reproduction, but this year, numbers in
the captive breeding program superseded
what the facility could hold,’’ said David
Austin, the forest biologist on the San
Bernardino National Forest. “The
multiple releases this year with both
tadpoles and juvenile frogs, known as

Mountain yellow-legged frog making comeback from near extinction

By Gerrelaine Alcordo

A mountain yellow-legged frog stretches out in a pond in the San Jacinto Ranger District of the San
Bernardino National Forest. (USFS Photo by Gerrelaine Alcordo)

SAN BERNARDINO NATIONAL FOREST, California—The mountain yellow-legged frog
(Rana mucosa) has had a long road from being declared nearly extinct to producing more than
two thousand tadpoles in 2015. 

More frogs were released into the wild last year than in any previous year since the San Diego
Zoo’s Institute for Conservation Research began its captive breeding program in 2007. All the
frogs were released into suitable habitats on the San Bernardino National Forest.

The San Diego Zoo’s ICR is able to hold
400-500 tadpoles within the facility from
year to year, to develop into the metamorph
stage, which gives the frog a better success
of surviving in the wild when released.

Past releases consisted of a single release
site of either tadpoles or juvenile frogs.  This
year’s releases consist of multiple release
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metamorphs, will help to vary the age
range of the frogs in the wild.” 

“Reliable data is not available yet, but
detection of juvenile frogs every year
may be evidence that the mountain
yellow-legged frogs are successfully
breeding at both sites,” said Ann Bowers,
district wildlife biologist on the San
Jacinto Ranger District, San Bernardino
National Forest.

sites; one with metamorphs in the North
Fork San Jacinto River completed in May,
and one with tadpoles planned for this
month, but the site is still being selected.
Last year, 711 tadpoles were released in
Fuller Mill Creek. Selecting the proper release sites is vital to the survival probability of the
frogs.

To that end, the U.S. Forest Service and partnering agencies have made tremendous strides in
improving habitat conditions for the mountain yellow-legged frog while enabling recreational
use for forest visitors within the San Jacinto Ranger District. The forest has accommodated the
growth of the species by incorporating creek closures during breeding and rearing seasons, and
staffing key areas with seasonal hosts and biological technicians to keep visitors informed.   

In addition to the zoo, forest biologists work
with the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife, U.S. Geological Survey, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, and a number of other
state and federal partners to continue the
resurgence of the mountain yellow-legged
frog.

Published: June 17, 2016
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"We're in Southern California where it
burns all the time,” said Jacob Ashcroft,
a firefighter with the Angeles NF. “This
will be good practice for us out here and
build crew cohesion with the other
agencies."

Forest Service firefighters light, fight blazes at Camp Pendleton Fire
School

By Paul Robbins Jr.

Firefighters from the Cleveland National Forest arrive to battle a brush fire during the 2016 Fire School on
Camp Pendleton, Calif., June 16. (USFS Photo by Paul Robbins Jr.)

CAMP PENDLETON, California—Firefighters from the Angeles, Cleveland and San
Bernardino National Forests have joined county and municipal fire departments and units from
the Marine Corps base to participate in the 2016 Fire School, June 13-24. The combined crews
will be setting and battling brush fires throughout the base, in order to decrease the base’s fuel
load for the summer, provide valuable experience to the firefighters of every agency, and
strengthen relationships among the cooperating agencies.

The U.S. Forest Service has committed 79
engines, 16 patrol units, eight water tenders
and 625 total firefighting personnel to
participate in the two-week school. Chief
officers and captains set dozens of fires each
day, allowing each crew an opportunity to be
first on the scene and coordinate incoming
units as the Incident Commander.
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Monuments conserve open space to protect wildlife, preserve our way
of life

By Paul Robbins Jr.

Large bodies of water like Paulina Lake at the Newberry National Volcanic Monument in Oregon provide
kayaking and swimming opportunities. An important contribution by the open spaces of our national
monuments is the physical and mental well-being provided through outdoor recreation. (Courtesy Photo)

VALLEJO, California—Our national monuments stand watch over endangered species,
protect vital resources like drinking water, afford large tracts of land for all types of recreation
and preserve our natural wonders. They do all of this by conserving open spaces from the
encroachment of civilization.

The Sand to Snow National Monument, created on July 10, 2015, encompasses 154,000 acres
of some of the most biodiverse areas in Southern California. It supports more than 240 species
of birds, and numerous endangered and threatened species like the peninsular bighorn sheep,
desert tortoise, mountain lion, mule deer and more.

Preserving wildlife corridors

Preserving wildlife corridors for these animals, as well as the hundreds of other species in the
area, was one of the most important benefits of the monument’s creation. A wildlife corridor is
an area of habitat that allows for certain species to scatter across the landscape—habitats that
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“They are needed to allow for the
dispersal of the species and for genetic
mixing across the range of the species,”
said David A. Austin, the forest biologist
and Wildlife, Fish, Botany, Range
Program manager for the San
Bernardino National Forest. “With
territorial species, such as the mountain
lion, or cougar, wildlife corridors allow
for the juveniles to move out to establish
their own territory.”

“Berryessa Snow Mountain National
Monument provides an important
balance between Northern California's
urban environments of Sacramento and
the San Francisco Bay Area and the wild,
remote landscapes that surround the
farms, ranches, orchards and vineyards
that nourish our nation,” said Thomas
Tidwell, Chief of the U.S. Forest Service.
“The balance is important because it
helps ensure these lands continue to serve
the region and nation as a sustainable,
working landscape.”

would not exist without protection.

Protecting natural resources

The preservation of open spaces also
protects valuable natural resources such as
drinking water, as demonstrated by the
Berryessa Snow Mountain National
Monument. The nearly 331,000 acre
monument in the heart of northern
California’s Inner Coast Range was
established July 10, 2015.

Its southernmost border rises from sea level
to reach altitudes over 7,000 feet in the
mountainous north, contains dozens of
ecosystems, and contains enough watersheds to supply drinking water for millions of people.
The public lands protected by the monument are invaluable to the communities they border.

A sense of well-being

Another important contribution by the open
spaces of our national monuments is the
physical and mental well-being provided
through outdoor recreation.

Unique geological features like the mineral
springs and volcanic lava flows deep in
Alaska’s Misty Fiords National Monument
provide scenic views for hiking enthusiasts.
Large bodies of water like Paulina Lake at
the Newberry National Volcanic Monument
in Oregon provide kayaking and swimming
opportunities, while mountain ranges offer
climbers a challenge and thousands of miles
of trails across the nation offer bikers scenic rides. All of these outdoor physical activities
provide for good health.

According to a study by the Journal of Forestry, the more than 170 million annual visitors to
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“Getting outdoors to feel the breeze and
enjoy Mother Nature is a great way to
disconnect from the stresses of your daily
life,” said Al Colby, the public services
staff officer for the San Bernardino
National Forest. “And the people who
take part in these outdoor activities,
they’re definitely getting the daily
exercise their body needs.”

national forests burn 290 billion food calories. That equals enough French fries laid end-to-end
to reach the Moon and back—twice.

Valuable natural resources, preservation of
precious wildlife and geological features,
and even better personal health are all
provided by the open spaces conserved on
our national monuments. But these open
spaces that provide such benefit to society
are shrinking, at the alarming pace of 6,000
acres each day, or four acres every minute.

Through the continued stewardship of the
Forest Service and other agencies like the
Bureau of Land Management and National
Park Service, and continued support from the publics they serve, vital public lands and
resources can remain protected from the encroachment of civilization.

For more information on the importance of open space conservation and how you can help,
visit http://www.fs.fed.us/openspace/.

Published: June 1, 2016
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Wildlife underpass to benefit animals, drivers

By Paul Meznarich

Every year, roughly 200 people are killed in as many as 2 million wildlife-vehicle collisions
costing more than $8 billion, according to the Western Transportation Institute. Pacific
Southwest Research Station scientists, along with their partners on the Highway 89
Stewardship Team, are paving the way to reduce those statistics with their latest project.

The team broke ground earlier this month on its second and third wildlife underpasses along a
25-mile stretch of Highway 89, between Truckee and Sierraville, Calif.

“Studies have shown that well-placed wildlife crossings, coupled with fencing, can reduce
wildlife-vehicle collisions by as much as 75 to 100 percent,” said Sandra Jacobson, a wildlife
biologist with the Pacific Southwest Research Station.

While wildlife crossings exist across the country, the Highway 89 crossings will be unique in
their scientific nature. Built to near identical dimensions and only located a mile apart from
each other, the underpasses will allow scientists to manipulate conditions to learn what might
make an underpass more appealing to wildlife.

“Are there things we could do with cancelling out noise or adding cover within the tunnels that
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might promote use?” said Jacobson. “We know wildlife crossing structures work, but what can
we do to make them work better?”

The tunnels are adjacent to the University of
California, Berkeley’s Sagehen Creek Field
Station in the Sagehen Experimental Forest,
which will give scientists access to the forest’s
research facilities and monitoring equipment.

The $2.8 million project was funded largely by a
Federal Highways Transportation Enhancement
grant, said Suzy Melim, a biologist with the
California Department of Transportation

(Caltrans) and author of the grant.

“It’s really exciting to be part of a project like this,” Melim said. “Typically, when Caltrans
comes to the table, it’s because there’s a problem, and we’re looking to fix it.”

The Highway 89 Stewardship Team is a grassroots, interagency organization dedicated to
reducing wildlife mortality and increasing driver safety by reducing wildlife-vehicle
collisions. The team is coordinated by the Pacific Southwest Research Station and includes the
Tahoe National Forest, Caltrans, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, UC Berkeley
Sagehen Creek Field Station, UC Davis Agricultural Extension Service, Sierra County, Sierra
County Fish and Wildlife Commission, California Deer Association and Trout Unlimited.
Caltrans is funding the $2.8 million project.

The underpasses should be completed and operational by the fall.

Published: May 20, 2016
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Wildlife underpass to benefit animals, drivers

By Paul Meznarich

Every year, roughly 200 people are killed in as many as 2 million wildlife-vehicle collisions
costing more than $8 billion, according to the Western Transportation Institute. Pacific
Southwest Research Station scientists, along with their partners on the Highway 89
Stewardship Team, are paving the way to reduce those statistics with their latest project.

The team broke ground earlier this month on its second and third wildlife underpasses along a
25-mile stretch of Highway 89, between Truckee and Sierraville, Calif.

“Studies have shown that well-placed wildlife crossings, coupled with fencing, can reduce
wildlife-vehicle collisions by as much as 75 to 100 percent,” said Sandra Jacobson, a wildlife
biologist with the Pacific Southwest Research Station.

While wildlife crossings exist across the country, the Highway 89 crossings will be unique in
their scientific nature. Built to near identical dimensions and only located a mile apart from
each other, the underpasses will allow scientists to manipulate conditions to learn what might
make an underpass more appealing to wildlife.

“Are there things we could do with cancelling out noise or adding cover within the tunnels that
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might promote use?” said Jacobson. “We know wildlife crossing structures work, but what can
we do to make them work better?”

The tunnels are adjacent to the University of
California, Berkeley’s Sagehen Creek Field
Station in the Sagehen Experimental Forest,
which will give scientists access to the forest’s
research facilities and monitoring equipment.

The $2.8 million project was funded largely by a
Federal Highways Transportation Enhancement
grant, said Suzy Melim, a biologist with the
California Department of Transportation

(Caltrans) and author of the grant.

“It’s really exciting to be part of a project like this,” Melim said. “Typically, when Caltrans
comes to the table, it’s because there’s a problem, and we’re looking to fix it.”

The Highway 89 Stewardship Team is a grassroots, interagency organization dedicated to
reducing wildlife mortality and increasing driver safety by reducing wildlife-vehicle
collisions. The team is coordinated by the Pacific Southwest Research Station and includes the
Tahoe National Forest, Caltrans, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, UC Berkeley
Sagehen Creek Field Station, UC Davis Agricultural Extension Service, Sierra County, Sierra
County Fish and Wildlife Commission, California Deer Association and Trout Unlimited.
Caltrans is funding the $2.8 million project.

The underpasses should be completed and operational by the fall.

Published: May 20, 2016
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The U.S. Forest Service’s Placerville
Nursery, administered by the Eldorado
National Forest, teamed with CALFIRE and
local Resource Conservation Districts

USFS nursery, partners help landowners replant after wildfires

By Paul Robbins Jr.

Douglas Fir seedlings grow inside the U.S. Forest Fervice’s Placerville Nursery, Feb. 4, 2016, to meet the
demands of California forests and landowners. The nursery, administered by the Eldorado National Forest,
teamed with CALFIRE and local Resource Conservation Districts to sow more than 650,000 seedlings in
March of 2016. Those seedlings will be harvested in January of 2017 and provided to dozens of landowners
attempting to revitalize their private forest land after wildfires. (Photo by Paul Robbins Jr., USFS)

PLACERVILLE, California—Like many other landowners in California, John Nickerson
watched the wildfires of 2015 ravage his property, devastating forest lands.

“The Valley Fire burned through my entire property and the mortality of conifers was near
98%,” said Nickerson, who owns 80 acres of forest land near Cobb, Calif. “It would take
nature a very long time to repopulate the site.”

To replant with native tree species and speed the recovery of these burned areas, he and many
other land owners are turning to a newly formed collaborative for help.

The local RCDs’ involvement allows the
federally-operated nursery to grow excess
seedlings for private landowners after
national forest needs were met. Federal
regulations preclude the nursery from selling
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(RCDs) to sow more than 650,000 seedlings
in March of 2016. Those seedlings will be
harvested in January of 2017 and provided
to the dozens of landowners who are
attempting to revitalize their private forest
land.

The Placerville Nursery would have been
unable to complete this massive order and
support these California landowners without
its partners. The RCDs from El Dorado
County, Lake County, Georgetown Divide
and others collected the species and number
requirements from more than 80 landowners
across the state.

directly to private consumers, but as an
official state and federal liaison, the RCDs
were able to organize and make the purchase
on the landowners’ behalf.

“They fielded the questions and individual
orders, and then brought us the land owners’
needs as one consolidated order so we could
grow the trees,” said Sara Wilson, seed bank
and extractory manager for the nursery.

After the RCD’s help understanding and
organizing the needs, the nursery still
required help to meet the demand. The 157-
acre facility grows millions of seedlings
every year to support the revitalization of
national forest lands in California, but would
not have been able to meet the diverse
landowner requests for specific tree species on their own. So, the Forest Service turned to its
long-time forestry partner CALFIRE for help.

The CALFIRE seed bank provided 53.5 pounds of Ponderosa Pine seeds, 24 pounds of
Incense Cedar seeds and 1.5 pounds of Jeffrey Pine seeds to help the nursery meet specific
species requests. Seed source is a vital component in producing healthy, productive forests
from reforestation efforts. CALFIRE’s seed bank works with the USFS to ensure a stock of
healthy seeds representing every tree species in California. From this stock, CALFIRE helped
the nursery provide the right trees for the right landowners.

“Using the (right seed source) means planting (seedlings) grown from a specific seed lot in an
area with an environment appropriate to the species’ ability to adapt and thrive,” said Stewart
McMorrow, forester for CALFIRE’s L. A. Moran Reforestation Center.

Successful efforts

The collaborative was able to meet the requirements of the participating California landowners
and the 650,000 seedlings are estimated to be planted on private lands by March of 2017.
Based off the success of this inaugural effort and continued threat of wildfire in the state, the
nursery plans to expand its infrastructure to meet larger demands in the future.

“We are expecting the program to expand as land owners discover this new partnership,” said
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Wilson.

The partnership was initiated by the El Dorado RCD during a meeting of the California Forest
Stewardship Coordinating Committee, in response to a study from the Natural Resources
Conservation Service. The study revealed the need for more seedlings to support private lands
in California, and identified that many landowners would not be able to get what they needed
from private nurseries alone.

For more information about reforestation, visit http://www.fs.fed.us/restoration/reforestation/

Published: May 17, 2016
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“They are doing good work, impacting
and positively touching people's lives
every day,” said Vilsack. “Like our

USDA Secretary recognizes Northern California Fire Cache as Unsung
Heroes

By Kerry Greene

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Mark Garland and members of the U.S. Forest Service’s Northern
California Fire Cache were presented with an Unsung Heroes award by U.S. Department of
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack, May 3, 2016. In honor of their contributions, Mark

Garland, Dave “Rocko” Juenke, Amanda Goodman and Sean Phelan attended the 31st Annual
Unsung Hero Award Program in Washington, D.C.

“Receiving this award fills me with pride, not just for myself but for my crew as a whole,”
said Mark Garland, Northern California Fire Cache Manager. “I couldn’t do this job without
the great crew that I have and it’s good to see them get recognized.”

As part of Public Service Recognition Week, Secretary Vilsack joined the Organization of
Professional Employees to honor 12 outstanding colleagues and teams from around the
country in a closed ceremony. 

The Northern California Fire Cache is one of
fourteen federal caches in the nation.  It
provides supplies and equipment to wildland
fires, both in federal and state jurisdiction, as
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farmers, who are often under-
appreciated, it's appropriate to spend a
minute to reflect on and appreciate their
work.”

well as other all hazard incidents in Northern
California. The cache has also supported
hazard incidents in other states and other
countries such as, Russia, Colombia and
most recently the fires in Indonesia.

The cache warehouse is 35,000 sq. ft. and
although stocking is equivalent to a medium-
sized fire cache, the volume of business in
Northern California makes the cache perform as
if it were larger. The cache’s support to hazard
incidents in 2015 included: over 75,000 lengths
of fire hose, approximately 3,000,000 AA
batteries, 8,000 boxes of MRE’s, 2,100 ice
chests, 4,000 pails of foam and over 50,000

items of water handling equipment. Over 750 truckloads were delivered while driving 96,400
miles (almost 4 times around the world!).

“The fire crews can’t fight fire without supplies and we’re here to support them,” said
Garland.

All supplies and equipment sent out, other than consumables, are returned to the cache for
refurbishing and placed back on the shelf for re-use. The refurbishment of equipment and
supplies is an enormous task that keeps Garland’s crew busy well after the fire season is over.
The cache sent over $60 million dollars’ worth of supplies and equipment in support of
incidents in 2015and stands ready to do more in 2016.

Published: May 17, 2016
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How the Forest Legacy Program can help families in California keep
their land

By Paul Robbins Jr.

Brook Darley, a forestry assistance specialist for CALFIRE, walks the property of Moffit Ranch with co-
trustee Tyler Gleason during a site visit of Moffitt Ranch, Feb. 29, 2016. Tyler is the grandson of Barbara
Baxter, who worked with the Forest Service and CALFIRE to get a conservation easement in 2011 that
allowed her to pass all 2,500 acres of the family land to the next generation. The easement requires the family
to conserve protected species habitat, mixed conifer and oak woodlands, and environmentally important
forestland like a 40-acre section of Redwood trees, many hundreds of years old and reaching heights of more
than 200 feet. (Photo by Paul Robbins Jr., USFS)

SONOMA COUNTY, California—The Baxter family had owned Moffitt Ranch since 1926,
and matriarch Barbara wanted to make sure it stayed in the family after she passed. But estate
taxes would be in the millions and they didn’t have enough cash. Luckily, unique geological
features like an old-growth grove of Redwood trees would bring the help they needed.

Through a conservation easement with the U.S. Forest Service’s Forest Legacy Program,
implemented in partnership with CALFIRE and completed Oct. 7, 2011, the family was able
to keep all 2,500 acres of their land and protect their beloved grove for future generations. A
conservation easement is a private agreement between a landowner and an agency, where the
landowner agrees to certain land development restrictions in order to permanently conserve
valuable natural resources or unique geological features. The Baxter family’s case is one of

61



California’s more prominent examples of the program’s continuing work to preserve the rich
heritage of private forests.

In the case of Moffitt Ranch, the easement requires the family to conserve protected species
habitat, mixed conifer and oak woodlands, and environmentally important forestland like a 40-
acre section of Redwood trees, many hundreds of years old and reaching heights of more than
200 feet. When standing among the aged giants, the family is reminded of why the easement
was perfect for their situation.

“You have to go to a National Park to see something like that and we have it in our backyard,
which is pretty special,” said Tyler Gleason, co-trustee of the Moffitt Ranch Trust and Barbara
Baxter’s grandson. “(Because of the easement) it's going to be like this forever, which is pretty
neat to think about, that in 50, 60, or 100 years maybe, my grandchildren, my great-
grandchildren will be standing down here.”

In the 25 years of the Forest Legacy Program’s
existence, the Forest Service and CALFIRE
have worked with landowners and other partners
to preserve more than 95,000 acres of forest
lands in California. The program protects open
spaces, critical wildlife habitats and vital natural
resources from the encroachment of residential
and commercial development.

“The Forest Legacy program is just such an
amazing resource, such a valuable program to
protect these places that sometimes we just
forget.” said Ellen Fred, an attorney with
Conservation Partners who worked with Barbara
Baxter to complete the Moffitt Ranch easement. 
“In many states, but in California especially,
we’re blessed with so much open space and we
really need to actively protect it because it’s
rapidly going away.”

The Cooperative Forestry Assistance Act of 1978, as amended in 1990, recognized that the
majority of the nation’s productive forest lands were in private ownership and landowners
were under constant pressure to convert their lands. This recognition helped to form the
purpose of the Forest Legacy Program, which for more than two decades has remained
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available to California landowners who volunteer.

“I think the beauty of conservation easements is that it’s a voluntary tool,” said Fred. “They
want to do this, they choose to do this and they seek it out.”

More than $65 million in state and federal funds have gone into helping those landowners who
volunteer to protect their working forests. By working with private landowners to reach the
mutually beneficial outcome of an easement, the Forest Legacy Program is fulfilling both
aspects of the Forest Service motto: Caring for the land and serving people.

“We are only here, these Redwoods can testify, we are only here for a small amount of time,”
said Gleason. “We might as well preserve what we've got and pass it onto future generations
to be able to enjoy it as well.”

For more information about conservation easements and the Forest Legacy Program in
California, visit http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/communityforests/?cid=fseprd477256.

Published: April 25, 2016
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Aerial Survey Program critical to battling tree mortality

By John C. Heil III

The U.S. Forest Service’s aerial survey team estimates tree mortality in California by flying over the forests
and observing the canopy's texture and color.

VALLEJO, California—With tree mortality rising to an estimated record-high 27.6 million
trees in California in 2015, the role of the U.S. Forest Service’s aerial survey team is more
critical than ever.

The U.S. Forest Service began aerial survey detection in the Pacific Northwest Region in the
1950s, with a small program in the Pacific Southwest Region (California) established in the
1990s. A dedicated team was assigned to the Pacific Southwest regional office in the early
2000s when Sudden Oak Death became more prevalent. In addition to detecting the Sudden
Oak Death and conifer mortality, aerial survey flights first detected the Gold Spotted Oak
Borer infestation in 2004.

Last year, Aerial Survey Program Manager Jeffrey Moore and his team discovered nearly 10
times more dead trees than the previously recorded high of 3.3 million in 2014.

Moore’s team employs a Cessna 205 aircraft, flying at 120 miles per hour, in a three-mile grid
pattern to provide a thorough albeit rapid coverage of the landscape. Inside the cockpit,
surveyors make freehand sketches of the forests on touch tablets and cross reference their
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drawings using GPS measurements to give them a base for an acre of land. A top-down,
slanted viewing angle allows surveyors to differentiate between species of trees, using color
and texture. With over 150 flights per year from June through September, Moore and his team
piece together what they see on the landscape.

“I like to think of it as doing an annual checkup
of forests for the whole state,” said Moore.
“Getting that pulse, reading the vital signs and
assessing the severity of ailments and the
general health overall.”

Weather and smoke can cause safety and
visibility concerns, so it is critical that surveys
are conducted when the conditions are ideal.
Even in ideal lighting, the trees can play tricks
on the team; like the buckeye tree, which gives the appearance of a dead oak or tanoak that has
been intentionally killed with herbicides.

“We need direct sun off of the tree canopy,” said Moore, who works out of Davis. “We’re
looking at which trees have changed color from green to red or yellow.”

Once back in the office, the data is analyzed and summarized using Geographic Information
System software, and cartographic satellite imagery is used for the background. In addition to
tree mortality estimates, the aerial survey information is also used for forest planning, to
include prioritizing timber harvesting. Additionally, this regional data is incorporated into a
national database so specialists across the country are working with the most up-to-date
information.

“There are a lot of theories out there and this helps to check that and potentially reinforce, fine
tune or cause us to rethink commonly held concepts,” said Moore.

Aerial Survey Program Manager Jeffrey Moore

Moore has been involved in this unique career since 1997 when he worked for the Washington
Department of Natural Resources. He has 30 years of aviation and military experience, having
served in the U.S. Army as a Surface to Air Missiles Technician followed by a career in the
Army National Guard in helicopter maintenance.

Moore’s decades of experience and commitment to aerial survey were instrumental in moving
the Forest Service program to a digital format, and he continues to be a driving force in
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improving the program regionally and nationally.

“He has a strong dedication to safety and is an integral part of Forest Health Protection’s
(FHP) National Aviation Safety Program, being one of the few qualified aviation safety
instructors within FHP,” said Zach Heath, the former Aerial Survey Program Manager who
worked with Moore on several flights.

Moore and his crew will begin the 2016 aerial survey of California in June, with the final
flight estimated to take place in the fall. An early stand-alone survey for the most impacted
areas was planned for early April, but weather caused a cancellation.

More information

For more information on the aerial surveys, including reports and data, visit the aerial
survey page: http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/forest-grasslandhealth/?
cid=fsbdev3_046696
For photos of tree mortality, please see: https://www.flickr.com/photos/usfsr5/albums
To see video footage of one of the flights last year see:
www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd497025.mp4

Published: April 20, 2016
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"This is a great way to prepare the
students for what they may encounter
when we're out in the real world," said
academy instructor Dan Eiszele.

Wildland firefighters roar into Redding to complete pre-season
training academy

By Debi Carlisi

Firefighters from the U.S. Forest Service, and one from the Hoopa Fire Department, take part in a driving
course during the 40th Annual Region 5 North Zone Engine Academy in Redding, Calif., April 12. (Photo by
Debi Carlisi)

REDDING, California—Thirty-nine Firefighters from the U.S. Forest Service and one from
the Hoopa Fire Department roared into Redding with 25 wildland fire trucks and two water

tenders to take part in the culmination exercise of the 40th Annual Region 5 North Zone
Engine Academy. Safety is the number one priority of the course, where cadets from the ten
Northern California National Forests complete both classroom and hands-on coaching with
more than 25 instructors.

On April 12, in a closed course, cadets
practiced evasive maneuvers, backing up
and turning around in confined spaces, and
general handling of wildland fire engines.
Students also rotated through 10 stations
rehearsing pump operations, using the
engines to draft water and handling fire
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retardant foam to put out fires. The training is intended to help minimize accidents in the
unpredictable environment of wildland firefighting.

Published: April 15, 2016
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Sierra NF offers seedlings to area residents to help reforestation efforts

By Gregg Goodland

Wendy McCully, from Ahwahnee, receives seedlings for herself and a friend from Philip Messerschmitt, a
visitor information specialist at the Bass Lake Ranger District of the Sierra National Forest. For more than
25 years, nearby communities have been encouraged to plant new trees provided by forest to support the
reforestation program. Foothill residents in the North Fork, Oakhurst and Mariposa areas can participate in
the reforestation process by planting ponderosa pine seedlings on their property. (Photo by Mike Nolen, U.S.
Forest Service)

SIERRA NATIONAL FOREST, California—As natural processes such as bark beetles and
wildfires kill trees in the forest, the cycle of life responds as it has for centuries to regrow and
renew. However, there are some areas where it is beneficial to speed up the natural process
with projects such as tree planting in order to expedite and encourage regrowth.

“Without mature live trees to provide a seed source within close proximity to the burned areas,
or the lack of a viable and healthy cone crop, natural regeneration cannot be counted on within
large portions of the fire area,” said Marty Gmelin, acting regional silviculturist for the U.S.
Forest Service’s Pacific Southwest Region.

The Bass Lake Ranger District (BLRD) of the
Sierra National Forest conducts an annual
reforestation program, with this year’s already
underway and running through the end of April.
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“By extending this seedling planting
program across property boundaries, we
are assured the proper seed stock is
planted in the area forests,” said Mike
Nolen, a forester for the Bass Lake
Ranger District.

“The public loves to plant trees, just to
add trees or to replace ones that have
died,” said Nolen. “People are passionate
about their forest. They just want their
forests back.”

Contracted and Forest Service crews will plant
seedlings on approximately 120 acres of the
recent Carsten, Courtney and French fires. The
planting is necessary because of the severity of
burns in some areas.

Between 300 and 360 seedlings per acre will be planted, totaling approximately 37,000 new
trees planted on the district. Natural clearings and site-prepared areas will be planted with a
mixture of ponderosa pine and sugar pine trees.

The new trees will accelerate the reforestation process on the national forest and establish new
plant communities that stabilize the soil and provide biodiversity, ultimately protecting the
watershed.

How the community can help

For more than 25 years, nearby communities have been encouraged to plant new trees
provided by the forest to support the reforestation program. Foothill residents in the North
Fork, Oakhurst and Mariposa areas can participate in the reforestation process by planting
ponderosa pine seedlings on their property.

For many years, the BLRD has provided the
excess seedlings from the district’s planting
program to the public for use on private
property. Between local fires such as the
Carsten (2013), Courtney (2014), French
(2014) and Willow (2015), and the loss of
trees to drought and insects, the public has
experienced a loss of forested lands on a
large scale.

To participate, residents need to stop by the
North Fork office (57003 Road 225. North
Fork, CA 93643), Monday through Friday,
between 8 am to 4:30 pm, and ask for 5-10
seedlings. Bare root ponderosa pine
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seedlings will be available for adoption through the end of April.  It is best to bring a few
small plastic bags and a cooler with ice to keep the seedlings shaded and cool. Seedlings
should be planted soon after receiving them for best results. More information on planting and
care is available at the front desk.

Published: April 2, 2016
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When a major storm event triggered a
landslide in Georgia in early 2015,
destroying roadways and valuable
infrastructure, the country turned to the U.S.
Forest Service for assistance. Perez-
Delgado started assisting the project team
for Georgia in the initial stages with
mapping and computerized drawings.

The recent Chico State University grad was
hired by the Shasta-Trinity National Forest

Rookie from Burney impresses during international disaster relief

By John C. Heil III

Angelica Perez-Delgado (far right) stands with members of the drilling company—GeoEngineering, Ltd.
from Azerbaijan, in front of some of their drilling equipment in Tbilisi, Georgia.

TBILISI, Georgia—Six months after being hired by the U.S. Forest Service, Angelica Perez-
Delgado was an important part of international disaster relief efforts for the country of Georgia
and was selected as the Rookie of the Year for the Pacific Southwest Region. Not many
people accomplish so much in their first year after college.

“She did a great job with email instructions
and coming up with the product that was
needed in the summer of 2015 right after the
landslide,” said Rene Renteria, geotechnical
and dams group leader. “When I had the
opportunity to create a team to go over to
Tbilisi, Georgia this past January through
February, I wanted her civil engineering
skills.”

Perez-Delgado provided drawings of what
the roads should look like to include a
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as a Civil Engineer less than one year after
graduating college and was already
impressing her colleagues with her
knowledge and work ethic.

retaining wall and culverts, and estimated
how much the costs would be for local
contractors. While in Georgia, survey work
and communicating with her Georgian
colleagues often brought her outside in
temperatures dipping to minus 10 degrees

Celsius.

Though the Burney, Calif., native wasn’t accustomed to the frigid temperatures, Perez-
Delgado was often more concerned about her colleagues. “They have such a crazy work ethic
there,” she said. “One guy didn’t even have a warm coat or gloves, but here he was out there
with me in such cold weather. I told him to take a break and warm up his hands in the car.”

Perez-Delgado, 25, designed the new roadway alignment and tunnel location outside the
boundaries of the landslide using LIDAR (a laser survey device) and Autocad Civil 3D
software. She developed the plan, and made profile drawings and calculations in metrics,
which allowed crews to begin construction for emergency response.

Outside of her work, Perez-Delgado enjoyed the culture in Georgia and strived to learn from
her local counterparts. She worked around the language barrier by learning a few words and
phrases in Georgian, and finding creative ways to communicate.

“It was really fun,” Perez-Delgado said of being in a foreign country. “The people were so
friendly and helpful. I knew some basic words, but often I’d have to draw something and point
to it to communicate what we were doing.”

Perez-Delgado credits her positive attitude and
work ethic to her parents Anselmo and Alicia
Perez. “My dad always gave it his all when he
went to work,” she said. “I feel like working
hard will help me learn quicker and get more
done. Being a go-getter comes from my parents.

“My school and mentors have also played a
major role in making me the individual that I
am,” added Perez-Delgado. “I’ve been
extremely lucky to have crossed paths with and
received mentorship from many great people
including my supervisors, coworkers, and
especially my Chico State MESA (Mathematics
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Engineering Science Achievement) program community.”

Perez-Delgado’s supervisor was grateful to be counted among her many mentors and
impressed by the high quality of the work she did in a difficult and demanding environment.

“She took everything we threw at her,” said Virginia Jones, Shasta-Trinity National Forest
Engineer. “This job in Georgia was not easy. Angie went far and above the required,
volunteering extra hours to ensure that this mission was accurate in every detail.”

Her efforts earned recognition by the Director of International Programs, Val Mazainis. She
also earned the title of Rookie of the Year for the entire Pacific Southwest Region which
encompasses 18 national forests, 21 million acres and over 7,500 Forest Service employees.

“She has a quest for learning,” said Renteria. “I wouldn’t hesitate to have her on any team. She
has an interest and would do well on future international missions.”

Perez-Delgado, who has a Bachelor’s of Science degree in Civil Engineering, also enjoys
riding horses, reading and generally anything outdoors.

Published: March 25, 2016
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Interior Secretary, Forest Chief lead ceremony to dedicate Berryessa

By Paul Robbins, Jr.

Public lands have dark skies away from city lights and offer great places for stargazing. The Berryessa Snow
Mountain National Monument offers viewing opportunities in the backyard of Sacramento and the San
Francisco Bay Areas. The nearly 331,000 acre monument was recently dedicated, May 19, 2016, in a
ceremony at a popular recreation site named Cowboy Camp, near Williams, Calif. (Photo courtesy of Bob
Wick, BLM)

WILLIAMS, California—The sun shining down into the valley highlighted the celebratory
mood of the hundreds of community and conservation leaders who had gathered. They
assembled to dedicate a monument that now stands as a testament to their combined
commitment to protecting a beautiful and diverse landscape.

“We had a chance to protect an irreplaceable wilderness area, and we did it!” said Cecilia
Aguiar-Curry, mayor of the city of Winters.

The Winters mayor, and many other city and
state officials, joined Secretary of the Interior
Sally Jewell and U.S. Forest Service Chief Tom
Tidwell in a ceremony to dedicate the Berryessa
Snow Mountain National Monument, March 19,
at a popular recreation area known as Cowboy
Camp. Designated by President Obama on July
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“Berryessa Snow Mountain National
Monument provides an important
balance between Northern California's
urban environments of Sacramento and
the San Francisco Bay Area and the wild,
remote landscapes that surround the
farms, ranches, orchards and vineyards
that nourish our nation,” said Tidwell.
“The balance is important because it
helps ensure these lands continue to serve
the region and nation as a sustainable,
working landscape.”

10, 2015, the monument protects nearly 331,000
acres of public lands in northern California.

“It’s a great day to celebrate the culmination of more than a decade of work to protect this
stunning landscape so its beauty and richness will be passed on to future generations,” said
Jewell.

The monument extends from Berryessa Peak and other lands in Napa, Yolo, and Solano
counties through the spectacular lands of Lake, Colusa, and Glenn counties to the eastern
boundary of the Yuki Wilderness in Mendocino County. The landscape ranges from sea level
in some locations to elevations of more than 7,000 feet in others, providing some of the richest
biological diversity in California.

Its proximity to population centers also make it an important recreation setting for millions of
California residents. An independent study estimates an increase in visitors could bring up to
$26 million in new economic activity to local economies over the next five years.

The U.S. Forest Service (197,214 acres) and
the Bureau of Land Management (133,566
acres) will co-manage the monument, and
are preparing a management plan in an open
process using maximum public involvement.
The federal lands now under the monument
designation will allow for continued historic
uses of the area, including hunting, fishing
and livestock grazing, which will be
managed under existing rules and
regulations.

For more information on the monument,
visit http://www.fs.fed.us/visit/berryessa-
snow-mountain-national-monument or refer
to the Questions and Answers page http://www.fs.fed.us/sites/default/files/berryessa-snow-
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“It is important for the Forest service to
be involved with Solano County Ag Days
to teach the local third graders about
getting outdoors, what the national

Bringing the forest to 3rd graders for Youth Ag Day

By Paul Robbins, Jr.

Adilene Negrete, a conservation education assistant for the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, U.S. Forest
Service, talks to children about the effects of pollution on water sources important to wildlife. The Forest
Service operated two informational tents at the 14th Annual Youth Ag Day, March 15, at the Solano County
Fairgrounds to educate thousands of Solano County third graders about agriculture and nature. (Photo by
Paul Robbins Jr.)

VALLEJO, California—A fire prevention officer set up a campsite on the blacktop, stuffed
animals taught children the dangers of pollution with the help of a miniature land model, and
giant cones helped explain healthy forests. All of this happened under two small, green tents in
the middle of a fairground.

The U.S. Forest Service operated two informational tents at the 14th Annual Youth Ag Day,
March 15, at the Solano County Fairgrounds. They joined local businesses, state
organizations, farmers and ranchers to educate thousands of Solano County third graders about
agriculture and nature.

One of the tents was dedicated to campfire
safety and featured a simulated campsite
with duff, tree litter and stones from the Los
Padres National Forest. The interactive
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forests are, and how to take care of
them,” said Timothy Williams,
conservation education specialist for the
Pacific Southwest Region of the U.S.
Forest Service.

demonstration showed the children how to
properly build a campfire and the steps
required to thoroughly extinguish the flames
when done.

“Teaching the younger generation simple
activities such as camp fire safety is not just
for their personal safety, but so they can also
have ownership in protecting their natural resources,” said Sean Wolf, fire prevention and
investigation officer for the Los Padres National Forest. “The intent is that they absorb some
of the demonstration and not only apply it themselves, but share with friends and family.”

The other tent was dedicated to forest health,
primarily teaching the children how humans
impact nature with their everyday activities and
the dangers of pollution. A miniature watershed
model helped demonstrate how pollution can
make its way into rivers, lakes and oceans. The
conservation education specialists used the
models and a few furry friends to make the
message more understandable for their young
audience.

“I had a stuffed coyote that asked the kids where
he could get a clean drink of water if he was
thirsty,” said Adilene Negrete, a conservation
education assistant for the Lake Tahoe Basin
Management Unit. “They could see the polluted
water in our model was full of trash and oil, and
that helped me explain that we needed to clean
up our trash to help our coyote friend.”

After the Forest Service presentations, the
children were able to participate in numerous
other hands-on displays demonstrating the

importance of agriculture and conserving nature. The one-day event serves as a valuable
learning experience for thousands of children and a fun field trip away from the classroom.

For more information about Youth Ag Day in Solano County, visit AgDay@SCFair.org.
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For more information about fire prevention and resource conservation on national forests in
California, visit http://www.fs.usda.gov/r5/.

Published: March 18, 2016
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Coalition aims to improve watershed in Los Angeles County

By William Harold Shoutis

Members of the Youth Conservation Corps carry bundles of 30-foot long, Arundo donax, or giant cane,
during efforts to remove the plant from the Big Tujunga watershed. A coalition has formed to protect the
wildlife habitats along rivers in the Angeles National Forest by stopping the spread of the Arundo to conserve
the water resources. The Angeles National Forest and the National Forest Foundation have partnered with
numerous community and corporate partners, including the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power,
the Coca-Cola Company, the Walt Disney Company, Miller Coors, Anheuser-Busch and Edison
International. (USFS photo courtesy of William Harold Shoutis)

ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST, California—Large-scale forest disturbances dramatically
alter the resources that characterize a healthy ecosystem; disturbances like the 2009 Station
Fire, the largest fire in Los Angeles County’s recorded history, which burned nearly 252
square miles.

The Station Fire was followed by years of severe drought that diminished the water supply of
the Angeles National Forest, which provides one third of Los Angeles County’s drinking
water. The same water is now being depleted by another disturbance. An invasive plant called
the Arundo donax, or giant cane, is lapping up water five times faster than native vegetation.

In response, a coalition has formed to protect the wildlife habitats along rivers in the Angeles
National Forest by stopping the spread of the Arundo to conserve the water resources. The
Angeles National Forest and the National Forest Foundation have partnered with numerous
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community and corporate partners, including the Los Angeles Department of Water and
Power, the Coca-Cola Company, the Walt Disney Company, Miller Coors, Anheuser-Busch
and Edison International.

“By working together, we’re helping secure the future of our national forest headwaters,” said
Mary Mitsos, National Forest Foundation Interim President.

The 97,000 acre Big Tujunga watershed is the
current focus of efforts to remove the Arundo,
and the coalition has already eliminated five
acres, with 50 acres as the current objective.
Removing one acre of Arundo provides water
back to the ecosystem and supplies groundwater
for approximately 50 households in Los Angeles
County per year.

The work to remove the 30-foot Arundo is labor
intensive and exhausting. Most of this frontline
restoration work is carried out by Forest Service

personnel and members of the Youth Conservation Corps. The YCC and other volunteers are
vitally important to the success of the coalition and the project.

“Through partnerships, we have enhanced our ability to conduct watershed restoration
activities by engaging local youth and volunteer crews to remove invasive weeds, and improve
wildlife habitat and watershed protection, “said Jeffrey Vail, Angeles National Forest
Supervisor.

The United Nation’s International Day of Forests, March 21, is a time to heighten awareness
of these types of partnerships, their ambitions, and the values and services forests provide to
their communities.

Published: March 11, 2016
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“The Baldwin Lake Hazardous Fuels
Reduction project is intended to reduce
the fire risk to communities around the
Baldwin Lake, Irwin Lake, and Lake
Williams communities” explains Darby

Protecting communities, building fire resiliency in San Bernardino

By Gerrelaine Alcordo

K'lynn Weldon, a member of the Enterprise Team of the San Bernardino National Forest, marks a tree to be
removed as part of a thinning operation during the Baldwin Lake Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project, Feb.
10. The project focuses on community protection and fire resiliency by implementing level one and two fuel
treatments to reduce the spread of wildfires. (USFS photo courtesy of Gerrelaine Alcordo)

SAN BERNARDINO, California—The San Bernardino National Forest is currently working
on numerous community protection and fire resiliency projects across the landscape of
Southern California. These projects range from pile burning on fuel breaks and mastication
work along national forest boundaries to forest health projects like thinning tree density where
the wildland meets civilization.

One of these projects is the Baldwin Lake Hazardous Fuels Reduction, which focuses on
reducing the spread of wildfire by implementing level one and two fuel treatments within this
area.

Level one treatment entails intense fuel
reduction within shaded fuel breaks (gaps in
vegetation or other combustible material that
acts as a barrier to slow or stop the progress
of a wildfire). This treatment is being done
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Boe, forester on the Mountaintop Ranger
District, San Bernardino National Forest.

approximately 300 feet wide along private
property boundaries adjacent to communities
and 200 feet wide alongside of the road.
These treatments help in reducing flame
length to two feet or less, which reduces the
probability of a wildfire spreading to taller trees. Entails

Level two treatments also call for fuel reduction, but is more moderate than level one. This
treatment helps reduce flames to four feet or less. It is being implemented between 300 to
1,500 feet of strategic ridge-top corridors, along designated strategic forest roads judged
important as defensible firefighting zones and in transition zones between areas of treatment
level one.

Recently, forest staff began marking trees in these identified zones based on size and species.

“We are marking Pine Trees that are nine to seventeen inches in diameter within the Jeffery
Pines stands along State Route 38. On the other side of the road where we have the Pinyon-
Juniper stands, we will mark Pine and Harwood trees nine to fourteen inches in diameter” said
Darby.

The trees are chosen if they are in poor health and are being suppressed by dominant trees in
the area. The markings provide the contractors with clear notification of which trees can be
removed.

The completion of these treatments is just the beginning for the Baldwin Lake project, and a
small part of the forest’s ultimate goal of helping to protect surrounding communities and
build resiliency in the forest.

“Our long term goal is to follow up these mechanical treatments with understory broadcast
burning, which will keep hazardous fuel accumulations low and promote a more fire resilient
landscape across the Forest” explains Dan O’Connor, forest fuels prevention officer, San
Bernardino National Forest.

Published: March 1, 2016
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USFS Participates in the 20th Annual San Francisco Bay Flyway
Festival

By Brenda Kendrix

Region 5 employees interact with attendees at an exhibit in the 20th Annual San Francisco Bay Fly Festival,
Feb. 19-21 in Vallejo, Calif. The Forest Service exhibit included a conservation education and interpretive
display, and fire ecology and restoration videos. (USFS photo courtesy Timothy Williams)

Pacific Southwest Region employees of the U.S. Forest Service operated an exhibit in the 20th
Annual San Francisco Bay Fly Festival, Feb. 19-21 in Vallejo, Calif. The Forest Service
exhibit included a conservation education and interpretive display, and fire ecology and
restoration videos.

Attendees were able to choose from dozens of activities from more than 60 exhibitors,
including the Family Wildlife Exploration and Birding Expo, guided nature walks, wild bird
demonstrations, and much more.

The event celebrates the migration of more than 1 million shorebirds and hundreds of
thousands of ducks, geese, hawks and other wildlife through San Francisco Bay at the peak of
migration.

Published: February 25, 2016
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"Under Paul's leadership, the District workforce
has demonstrated a high level of resiliency in a
particularly challenging 2015," said Six Rivers
National Forest Fire Chief Mike Minton.

Paul Johnson named Division Chief of the Year

By Bridget Litten and Stanton Florea

Paul Johnson, division chief on the Six Rivers National Forest's Lower Trinity Ranger District, has been named
the 2015 "Division Chief of the Year" for the Pacific Southwest Region. Paul is the first recipient of the award
from the Six Rivers National Forest, which is located in northwest California.

Paul has been the division chief on the Lower Trinity Ranger District since 2011. Prior to that, he was the
assistant fire management officer for fire suppression and fuels.

In June of 2015, two employees died in an off-duty
vehicle accident and in September, another was
seriously injured in an off-duty accident. "Paul
ensured his staff was cared for, while still maintaining
focus on the fire season at-hand," Minton said.

The Lower Trinity Ranger District experienced a
steady flow of new wildfires throughout the season. Firefighters engaged in initial attack on these incidents,
many of which had the potential to be large wildfires. Johnson was lauded for his work during the early stages of
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"Paul represents all of the characteristics of
'Duty, Respect and Integrity' that our
organization strives for and is an engaged,
cooperative partner in Fire Management,"
Minton said.

both the River and South complexes, which resulted in a minimal amount of acres being affected on the District.

For several years, Johnson has worked as a subject-matter expert and recommending official during "Fire Hire,"
the Forest Service hiring process for fire positions in the Pacific Southwest Region. In addition, he is the Forest's
chainsaw program co-coordinator, lead chief officer to the Forest's hotshot crews working group, and has
participated on incident management teams for more than 7 years.

Among his other contributions, Johnson has continued to lead by example for physical fitness on the Lower
Trinity Ranger District. He competes in local 5k and 10k running events and promotes health and fitness as a
foundational, essential component of the job to his staff.

The Pacific Southwest Region's "Division Chief of the
Year" award is presented in honor of Cal Yarbrough,
a former district fire management officer on the
Angeles National Forest, who represented the spirit of
excellence in Fire Management. The award has
existed since 1992, and has been awarded to 19
individuals from numerous national forests across the
Pacific Southwest Region.

Published: February 25, 2016
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Forest Service buys private lands on Lake Tahoe for protection,
preservation

By Paul Robbins Jr.

A small white box surrounded by green denotes Cave Rock Summit, a 40-acre parcel of land on the shores of
one of the world’s most renowned vacation destinations, which became national forest land when the USFS
completed a deal with the private landowner, Dec. 16, 2015. The purchase was made to help fill in gaps for
land management, conserve natural forest conditions within the urban setting and stem further degradation
of Lake Tahoe. (USFS photo courtesy of USFS Lands Adjustment Office)

LAKE TAHOE, California—The U.S. Forest Service spent nearly a year negotiating the price
of a small parcel of land in Lake Tahoe. Five million dollars later, another piece of the forest
will be preserved.

Cave Rock Summit, a 40-acre parcel of land on the shores of one of the world’s most
renowned vacation destinations, became national forest land when the USFS completed a deal
with the private landowner, Dec. 16, 2015. The purchase was made to help fill in gaps for land
management, conserve natural forest conditions within the urban setting and stem further
degradation of the lake.

 “I think most people would agree that the reason to protect lands around Lake Tahoe in their
natural state is to maintain the natural beauty and condition of the land,” said Karen Kuentz, a
realty specialist for the Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit, USFS.
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Management of the land will begin immediately, with forest workers managing a variety of
factors vital to restoring natural forest conditions:

Dead fuels will be removed to reduce the risk of catastrophic fire and danger to
adjoining lands.
Human-caused disturbances will be restored to control erosion and support natural
watershed function.
Stand densities (number of trees in a particular area) will be monitored and adjusted to
achieve and maintain healthy forest characteristics.
Measures will be implemented to prevent the introduction of non-native, invasive
species and noxious weeds.
All identified hazard trees will be mitigated as quickly as possible.

The revitalization of Cave Rock Summit was
made possible by funding from the Southern
Nevada Public Land Management Act
(SNPLMA) of 1998. The act permits funds
derived from public land sales around Las
Vegas to be allocated to a special account
available to the Secretary of the Interior for
environmentally sensitive land acquisitions,
hazardous fuels reduction and wildfire
prevention, and Lake Tahoe restoration projects.

With access to funds like these, the Pacific
Southwest Region’s land adjustments office
averages 15 acquisitions per year in California.
Each is made with the purpose of natural land
preservation and reducing fragmentation in
forest lands for better management. But the
process is not federally driven, nearly always
beginning with the federal agency being

approached by private landowners.

“These purchases are often in reaction to owners expressing interest in selling their land,” said
Norman Noyes, land adjustment program manager for the Pacific Southwest Region.

The program also acquires lands through private donations and fire settlements with private
companies. For example, the USFS was recently awarded 22,500 acres of land by a timber
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company as compensation for a damaging wildfire. Since October of last year, the lands
adjustment program has purchased 419.6 acres and received 3,425.1 acres through donations
and settlements.

Published: February 18, 2016
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Modoc NF recognized for Sage Grouse partnership

By Suzi Johnson

Members of the Clear Lake Sage Grouse Working Group pose with their Excellence in Conservation-
Outstanding Team/Partnership Award for 2015, presented by California conservation groups Jan. 7, 2016.
The award recognized the partnership’s innovative conservation in planning to remove western juniper on
more than 31,975 acres of sage steppe-ecosystem within the Modoc National Forest.

The Modoc National Forest was recognized for excellence by California conservation groups
as part of the Clear Lake Sage Grouse Working Group, which seeks to preserve and enhance
the local Sage Grouse population in the Clear Lake Management Unit. California Natural
Resources Conservation Service and the California Association of Resource Conservation
Districts awarded the Excellence in Conservation-Outstanding Team/Partnership Award for
2015 to the working group at the California Association of Conservation Districts annual
meeting, Nov. 18-21, 2015. The award recognized the partnership’s innovative conservation in
planning to remove western juniper on more than 31,975 acres of sage steppe-ecosystem
within the Modoc NF.

“The sage grouse working group partnerships are working together for a common cause and
are beneficial in making the treatment projects successful in the return of the sage grouse
habitat,” said Mike Byrne, a local rancher and Lava Beds-Butte Valley Resource Conservation
District member. “I believe the group as a whole has been doing very well.”
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The Lava Beds-Butte Valley RCD held a working group meeting to present the award to
partners Jan. 7, 2016 at the Tulelake NRCS office. The primary partners in the Clear Lake
Sage Grouse Working Group are: local landowners, Bureau of Land Management, California
Department of Fish and Wildlife, U.S. Forest Service, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS), National Parks Service, Natural Resources Conservation Service, the University of
California Cooperative Extension and the California Department of Forestry (CDFG).

Approximately 13,910 of the 31,975 planned acres on the Modoc NF have been treated so far
with approximately $1.2 million in partnership funding from NRCS and USFWS. An
additional 2,541 acres are currently under contract to be treated with $178,342 of USFS
Regional Hazardous Fuels money allocated to the Forest for sage-steppe restoration.

These treatments and other efforts have helped sage grouse numbers increase, and leks—a
congregation of males competing for the attention of females—return to historical levels
where sage grouse numbers have declined in past years.

“Populations are not where we want them to be, but we are getting there,” said USFWS
Wildlife Biologist, John Beckstrand.

Published: February 11, 2016
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Los Padres National Forest helps teach chainsaws via webcast

By Andrew Madsen and Paul Robbins Jr.

FRAZIER PARK, CA—Drawn to the
screaming, biting teeth of the chainsaw, people
from all over the state recently came together on
Mt. Pinos Ranger District for a unique
experience.

Some 83 volunteers from 17 different
organizations participated in the first known
interactive webcast for chainsaw instruction,
earning both crosscut and chainsaw
certifications during a 3-day program, Jan. 16-
18. Working with the United Trail Maintainers of California (UTMC), the Los Padres
National Forest (LPNF) designed the new volunteer training program to address the needs of
an ever-growing volunteer population in Southern California.

The Forest Service has, until recently, been unable to meet the demands for saw certification
due to the large numbers of volunteers. When certified as sawyers, volunteers can provide a
valuable service to the forest.

“Volunteers run chainsaws on motorized and non-wilderness trails to remove brush and trees
from the trail,” said Beth Pfeiler, President of the UTMC. “When volunteers are able to keep
trails clear, it helps prevent damage to the land because trail users and vehicles don’t have to
bypass deadfall by going off the designated trails.”

Prerequisite classes in first aid, Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR), and bloodborne
pathogens were provided free-of-charge for the group via webcast. The format allows the
classroom portion of the chainsaw training to be presented to a larger number of volunteers
simultaneously and eliminates travel requirements for geographically distant volunteer groups.
It also allows for a more diverse base of students for discussion and input. Prior to the
webcast, the entire training would be held within the individual organizations.

After the classroom training was complete, volunteers were certified in the field by a team of
instructors. Ben Holmes, forest saw coordinator for the LPNF, led a team of instructors from
the Angeles NF, Sequoia NF, and community volunteer groups in certifying the volunteers in
their chainsaw work and teaching routine chainsaw maintenance procedures.
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“By inviting all groups and using a variety of diverse leaders to help in the field and teaching
chainsaw maintenance, it fostered appreciation and respect for other trail users,” said Pfeiler.
“We are much more alike than what individual groups may have previously thought.”

The volunteers and instructors were a mix of
enthusiasts and conservationists from: Ventura
County Motorcycle Club, Bakersfield
Trailblazers, Ojai Valley Dirt Riders, Ojai
Valley Land Conservancy, Pt. Mugu 4x4,
Ventura County Axlesnappers, UTMC,
Wilderness Corps, San Gorgonio Wilderness
Association, Sierra Club, San Gabriel Mountain
Trail Builders, Pacific Coast Trail Association,
Stewards of the Sequoia, Backcountry
Horsemen of California, Los Padres Forest

Association, Central Coast Concerned Mountain Bikers, Central Coast Motorcycle
Association, High Sierra Volunteer Trail Crew, and Hart High School ROP Wilderness and
Outdoor Recreation Program.

With the high degree of excitement in both production of the program and subsequent
participation, as well as its ability to combat the backlog of volunteer sawyer certification, the
interactive webcast is likely to become a staple of the LPNF.

“I was pleased with the strong turnout, and the commitment of our volunteers to become
chainsaw certified,” said Los Padres Forest Supervisor Bob Baird. “This unique training
combined online course instruction with in-person skills practice and evaluation to create a
21st century hybrid that ensures we keep safety as the highest priority.”

Published: February 11, 2016
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Forest Service helps reveal, repel invaders in Palau

By David Bakke and Paul Robbins Jr.

Conservation officers from ten states of the island chain of the Republic of Palau completed a ten-day,
invasive plant species training course in the fall of 2015.

REPUBLIC OF PALAU — Navigating a lush tropical environment, nearly two dozen people
searched for signs of invasive species that could threaten the survival of those native to the
islands of the Republic of Palau.

Eighteen conservation officers from ten states of the island chain completed a ten-day,
invasive plant species training course in the fall of 2015, helping to establish baseline
inventories in some of Palau’s terrestrial Protected Areas Network (PAN). The course
consisted of lectures, demonstrations and hands-on learning to ensure all of the officers were
familiar with the 20 most serious threats to Palau’s forests.

“It's important for the students to have this training so that they are better prepared to manage
their protected areas,” said Adam Radford, the operations manager of the Maui Invasive
Species Committee (MISC) in Hawaii and the course’s lead instructor.  “The training ensures
that everyone is on the same page when it comes to survey methodology, plant identification,
data collection and more.”

Dr. Joel Miles, the Palau National Invasive
Species Coordinator, organized the training with
assistance from Palau Conservation Society and
The Nature Conservancy. Grant funding was
provided by the U.S. Forest Service’s Pacific
Southwest Region to support the massive
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conservation efforts required for the
approximately 6,400 acres of terrestrial and
marine areas that fall under the PAN.

In addition to providing valuable training for the
officers, the course used the available time and manpower to advance conservation planning.
Surveys were begun in nine protected areas in the states of Koror and Babeldaob, and the data
collected from these surveys is being transformed by the Palau Automated Land and
Resources Information System to prepare maps.

“This is the first step in a series leading to good management of invasive plants in terrestrial
protected areas,” said Miles. “I hope it will also provide a model for work with other invasive
species, eventually in both terrestrial and marine protected areas.”

Miles is now coordinating with state PAN coordinators to complete the surveys started during
the training, and to complete surveys of all terrestrial PAN sites in Palau. Trainees like the
eighteen who attended the course will conduct the remaining surveys with support from the
PAN Office and Forestry Division.

Published: February 10, 2016
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Forest Service celebrates New Year with Hmong communities

By Paul Robbins Jr.

U.S. Forest Service employees interact with revelers at the Hmong New Year’s Celebration in Fresno, Calif.,
on December 26. For the past four years in Northern California and 15 years in Central California, the
Mendocino and Sierra National Forests have joined the Hmong communities during their New Year’s
celebrations in Sacramento and Fresno. The forests operate informational booths at the event with the
assistance of Hmong employees. Campfire permit regulations, hunting and fishing information, boundaries,
safety and many other messages were translated to accommodate those in attendance who could not speak or
read English fluently. This year, more than 1,700 campfire permits were issued during the two celebrations.
(USFS courtesy photo)

FRESNO, Calif.—For the past four years in Northern California and 15 years in Central
California, the U.S. Forest Service has joined the Hmong communities during their New
Year’s celebrations in Sacramento and Fresno. Representatives of the Mendocino National
Forest’s Northern California Consortium and Sierra National Forest’s Central California
Consortium join thousands of Hmong to celebrate this traditional event because they are a
large and important community. Fresno boasts the second largest Hmong population in the
nation and largest in the state.

“The Hmong community regularly uses public lands to recreate and gather ferns and other
herbs,” said James Oftedal, program manager for the Outreach, Recruitment and Workforce
Diversity (OR&WD) Program, USFS. “It is essential that we stay visible in the Hmong
community by participating in events like these to show the Forest Service as a welcoming
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agency.”

The Northern and Central California Consortiums are local programs focusing on
environmental education, minority outreach and recruitment. With these goals in mind, the
forests operate informational booths at the event with the assistance of Hmong employees.
Campfire permit regulations, hunting and fishing information, boundaries, safety and many
other messages were translated to accommodate those in attendance who could not speak or
read English fluently. This year, more than 1,700 campfire permits were issued during the
celebrations.

“I make sure to come by every year (for the past 10 years) to get my campfire permit,” said
Lue Yang, a resident of Fresno. “It is great that there are Hmong speakers here so that those
who cannot fluently speak English can ask them questions or have a conversation.”

The booths were operated from Nov. 26 – 29, 2015 at the Sacramento celebration and from
Dec. 26 – Jan. 1, 2016 in Fresno by a staff of 12 Forest Service employees and volunteers. The
thousands of contacts made during the festivities helped ensure a mutual interest in the forests’
continued participation.

“I hope the Forest Service will continue this tradition of coming to the Hmong New Year
event and supporting the Hmong community,” said Yang.

The mission of the Outreach, Recruitment and Workforce Diversity Program is to diversify the
Forest Service workforce by encouraging careers in natural resources, higher education, and
employment through mentoring, leadership, and community outreach efforts.

Published: February 10, 2016
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