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Welcome to the first edition of the Rogue River Currents! 

From the headwaters near Crater Lake National Park, the Rogue River flows 215 miles to the Pacific Ocean at Gold 
Beach, Oregon.  The 84 miles of the lower Rogue, beginning 7 miles west of Grants Pass and ending 11 miles east 
of Gold Beach was one of the original eight rivers included in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968.  It is also 
designated as an Oregon State Scenic Waterway. This portion of the river is managed cooperatively by the Medford 
District Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and the Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest (FS). 

The Rogue is well known for its challenging whitewater, steelhead and salmon fishery, and extraordinary wildlife 
viewing opportunities.  It is surrounded by forested mountains and rugged boulder and rock-lined banks.  

Staff Changes 

 The Gold Beach Ranger District is pleased to announce Steve DiCicco will be joining our team as the River 
Ranger in March 2017.  Steve has nearly 4 years of experience as a whitewater guide in backcountry Alaska 

and has experience navigating rivers ranging from Class 
III to Class V.   

 
Since moving to Curry County Oregon approximately 15 
years ago, he has navigated many of our coastal rivers 
and streams in a private, recreational capacity and has 
become very familiar with the western portion of the 
Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest.  Steve is 
committed to partnering with local organizations to plan 
and implement projects that enrich the lives of local 
residents and enhance outdoor recreation opportunities.  

 
Steve’s strong problem solving skills; educational background in Chemical Engineering; experience with the 
Valdez, Alaska Parks and Recreation Department and Curry Soil and Water Conservation District, will serve him 
well on the river.   
 

 The BLM is excited to announce that they will be hiring an Assistant Field Manager (AFM) for Recreation 
sometime this spring.  The new AFM will oversee the entire recreation program for the Grants Pass Resource 
Area to include the Recreation and Wild Sections of the Rogue River.  Two familiar faces on the Rogue will be 
heading off into the sunset.  Both Becky Brown, former River Ranger and Rand Visitor Center Manager, and 
Barbara Zurhellen, Commercial Permit Administrator, will retire in 2017.   

 

 Lorelei Haukness, the former Forest Service Recreation Program Manager in Gold Beach, reported to her new 

position at the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area the latter part of July.  The Forest Service hopes to 

welcome a new Recreation Program Manager early in 2017.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.rivers.gov/wsr-act.php
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2016 Accomplishments 

 
Rogue River Ranch House Restoration   

The main house at the Rogue River Ranch underwent a complete 

restoration the summer and fall of 2016.  The project was the 

culmination of years of planning and consultation with the State 

Historic Preservation Office, and required packing and moving of a 

large cultural collection.  The project also involved Intensive 

monitoring to ensure that the historic values that contribute the 

overall property’s National Register eligibility were not 

compromised.  The project, which is scheduled to be completed by 

the Spring of 2017, included foundation work, plumbing upgrades, 

partial roof reconstruction/resurfacing, exterior siding and structural 

repairs, interior reconstruction and refinishing upstairs and 

downstairs, and termite extermination.   
 
The Grant Pass Interagency Office has submitted a proposal to the Resource 
Area Advisory Committee (RAC) for a Title II grant to improve visitor services 
and public outreach/education at the Ranch House through improved museum 
practices and development of higher quality educational and interpretive 
exhibits.  Exhibit upgrades are expected to be completed by the Spring of 2017, 
at which time the main house/museum will once again be open to the public. 

 
 
 

2015/2016 Campsite Capacity Study Update 

 In 2015, the Bureau of Land Management and Forest Service were awarded 

additional program funding to complete a campsite monitoring and visitor 

capacity study in the wild section of the river.  The project continued on the 

river in 2016. This years’ effort largely focused on the Forest Service section 

of river below Mule Creek.    

The project results may be used to inform future management decisions on 

camp congestion and the social experience impacts of camp competition.  To 

date, staff have inventoried and documented 120 different campsites within 

the 34 mile reach of the wild section of the river.   Next steps in the project 

include data analysis and GIS mapping of the results.   

 

 

River Ranger Update 
Annual Rogue River Trail Clearing 
The Rogue River National Recreation Trail traverses the wild section of the Rogue National Wild and Scenic River 
along its entire length, offering views of some of southwestern Oregon's most amazing landscapes and rewarding 
hiking experiences. Majestic steep canyon walls, cascading waterfalls, and glistening streams are just a glimpse of 
the magnificent scenery in the Wild Rogue Canyon. Observation and exploration opportunities abound for hikers to 
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observe wildlife, wildflowers and historical sites along the way. BLM 
Grants Pass Resource Area Recreation staff worked with Crew 10, 
the Medford BLM Fire Crew comprised of military veterans, to 
perform annual clearing of the BLM-administered part of the trail.  
Clearing was done from Grave Creek to Mule Creek, a total of 23 
miles. Early in the spring, the Siskiyou Mountain Club cleared the 
16-mile segment of the trail on Forest Service administered lands 
from Mule Creek to Foster Bar.  
 

     

Wild Section River Patrols  

The BLM and FS conducted 12 interagency patrols on the wild 

section of the Rogue River. These patrols allow river rangers from 

both agencies to work together checking boater compliance with 

regulations, performing outreach, monitoring resource conditions 

along the river, and performing campsite maintenance between 

Grave Creek and Foster Bar.   

BLM river rangers also conducted 14 patrols of the BLM 

administered portion of the wild section of the Rogue River between 

Grave Creek and the Rogue River Ranch.  These patrols included 

river user monitoring and compliance checks, invasive weed 

eradication and mapping, cultural/historic resources monitoring, and 

campsite maintenance. 

 

Toilets  
After at least 40 years of excavating and installing new pit toilets along the river, there are inevitable impacts. Under 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, historic and archeological sites must be protected from disturbance – 
including digging new pit toilets. Another consideration is that pit toilet excavation and use for multi-day river trips 
does not align with best practices and outdoor ethics such as Leave No Trace.  It is not a long-term solution to 
human waste management in the river corridor. Topography also limits future pit development. Pit toilet locations 
need to be flat, above the high water mark and outside the camp’s main kitchen or tent areas.  Locations meeting 
these criteria have been depleted over time. In some instances multiple attempts to locate an adequate location have 
been necessary because cultural artifacts or old pits were discovered. In the summer of 2013, five attempts were 
required to excavate a new pit at Horseshoe Bend because the crew continued to encounter old pits. 
 
To improve water quality and reduce impacts to cultural sites, new pit toilets will no longer be installed in the wild 

section of the Rogue River and existing pit toilets will be capped and removed as they reach capacity. Ten toilets 

were removed in 2016.  They were located at: Whisky Creek, Jenny Creek, Horseshoe Bend, Battle Bar, Hewitt 

Creek, South Gleason, Upper Solitude, Tacoma and two at Brushy Bar cabin. 

The spirit and direction of the Nation are founded upon and reflected in its historic heritage …the preservation of this 
irreplaceable heritage is in the public interest so that its vital legacy of cultural, educational, aesthetic, inspirational, 
economic, and energy benefits will be maintained and enriched for future generations of Americans therefore under 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, historic and archeological sites must be protected from disturbance -
including digging new pit toilets. By using your waste disposal systems and packing out the waste you’ll help keep 
the Rogue River wild. 
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Year in Review 

Visitor Use Summary 2016 

ACTUAL USE 

 12,227 people total (commercial and noncommercial) floated the wild Rogue River in the 2016 regulated 
use season, May 15 through October 15. 

 66% of all possible spaces were used in 2016 
 Use on the Rogue increased slightly during the regulated use season over last year. Total use was up by 

117 people (+1.0%). 
 Commercial use totaled 5451 people. This is a decrease of 107 people (-1.9%) compared to 2015. 
 Noncommercial use totaled 6776 people. This is an increase of 224 people (+3.4%) compared to 2015. 
 There were 1166 noncommercial and 493 commercial trips that went on the river. 
 The average noncommercial party size was 6 and the average commercial party size was 14. 

CAPACITY DAYS 

 Three days of the 154 -day season (2% of the time) the Rogue was filled to the 120 person-per-day 
capacity. The capacity limit was reached one day in July and 2 days in August.  

 Eleven other days had 1 to 5 openings by the end of the day. One of those was in June, 5 were in July, and 
5 were in August.  

 BLM staff performed monitoring and public outreach at the Grave Creek ramp during the two weekends 

before and after the May 15 to October 15 limited permit season.  Use exceeded 120 person capacity on 

two days:  

 

    

                   

                   

     

 

 

 

Black Bear Report 

Viewing wildlife on a river trip is always exciting - when people and bears find themselves in close proximity it can get 
too exciting at times. Some years ago, the FS and BLM developed an observation report form to assist wildlife 
biologists to:  

 Promptly identify aggressive bear-human interactions and when necessary mitigate safety concerns in 
concert with Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

 Educate and prevent intentional and unintentional feeding of bears. 

 Encourage food/garbage security (e.g. electric fence, food hoist, bear proof boxes). 

 Monitor the effectiveness of bear deterrents when they are used (e.g. yelling, banging pots). 

 

Date Number of people 

Friday, May 6 135 

Saturday, May 7 95 

Friday, May 13 175 

Saturday, May 14 67 

Friday, October 21 98 

Saturday, October 22 49 

Friday, October 28 62 

Saturday, October 29 No count 
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Completing the forms is voluntary and they may be placed in the 

drop box at Foster Bar or mailed as instructed on the form.    

 

The following black bear observation data was provided by river 
users (primarily rafters/boaters) between May 5 and October 10, 
2016. The observations were all within the National Rogue Wild and 
Scenic River corridor.  

A total of 131 observations forms were returned: 66 included bear 

sightings and 65 did not. A total of 97 black bear sightings were 

reported; 63 adults and 34 cubs. The total number of sightings does 

not equate to the number of individual bears in the area since the 

same animal may be reported numerous times. The highest frequency of observations occurred at Tacoma (11) and 

Tate Creek (10). There were no reports of bears showing aggressive behavior toward people nor coming closer than 

30 feet. There were no bears observed eating garbage or food from coolers. The food security device most used was 

the electric fence (9 times).  

  

Looking forward to FY2017 

Lottery, Float and Trail Guide, and Web Site Updates 
Groups may float the Rogue from lodge to lodge, or camp along the banks for the full wilderness experience.  For the 
wild section, the most remote and challenging whitewater, competitively allocated float permits are required from May 
15 - October 15.  

To provide better, more accessible customer service the BLM and the USFS recently instituted the Rogue River 
Non-Commercial Float Permit Lottery application process. Non-commercial whitewater boaters hoping to float 
the wild section of the Rogue River (from Grave Creek to Watson Creek) during the 2017 season will now be able to 
submit their lottery applications online at: www.recreation.gov.   The lottery application period will be open December 
1, 2016 through January 31, 2017 and will only be available through Recreation.gov.  There is a fee of $6.00 per 
application to apply to the lottery.   

More information and instructions are available at:  www.blm.gov/rogueriver. Lottery application assistance is also 
available during the open period by calling 1-877-444-NRRS (6777).    

With the permit lottery offered through Recreation.gov, now both the successful and unsuccessful lottery applicants 

will be notified by as early as February 10, 2017, twenty days earlier than the previous system. Applicants will also 

be able to check their Recreation.gov profile to view details of their lottery results. 

After the lottery closes, all successful permit reservations and float space openings resulting from cancellations, will 

be managed by the Smullin Visitor Center at Rand.   

This winter we are developing a revised version of the Rogue River Float guide, combining it with the Rogue River 
Trail guide, working to develop optimal visitor access and resources to experience the Rogue River corridor more 
easily.  Please visit the new BLM website https://www.blm.gov/rogueriver for more information. 

 

 

 

http://www.recreation.gov/
http://www.blm.gov/rogueriver
https://www.blm.gov/rogueriver
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Bear Camp Road  

Green Knob Timber Sale 

Road work in preparation for the Forest Service Green Knob timber sale is expected to begin early in 2017 on Forest 

Service Road 23, also known as Bear Camp Road. The sale area is located approximately 10 miles up (to the east) 

Forest Service Road (FSR) 23 from the junction with FSR 33.   Road work may occur over a three year period with 

periodic delays of 20-60 minutes during the second and third years.  A road closure will occur during the first year of 

operation only.   

The portion of FSR 23 west of Burnt Ridge is in need of extensive work and a closure to complete the work will be 
required.  The closure is expected to be in effect for a minimum of a month - potentially up to 60 days.  Alternate 
routes will be available and improved to accommodate higher than normal volume of traffic.   
 
During active sale and haul operations, beginning July 1, 2017, travelers should expect timber haul traffic along FSR 
23.  Further Information will be provided to shuttle service providers and outfitter/guides well in advance and will be 
available by calling the Gold Beach Ranger District at (541) 247-3600. 
 
Hazard Tree Mitigation 
During the months of October and November of 2017, motorists traveling on Forest Service Road 23 may 
experience periodic brief delays during hazard tree falling operations adjacent to the road. The public safety project 
will begin approximately 25 miles east of Gold Beach at the junction of Forest Service Road 33 and Forest Road 23 
and will proceed east along FSR 23 road toward Galice, ending at the Bureau of Land Management/Forest Service 
boundary.  

 

Partnership Opportunities 

The river provides a wide variety of recreational experiences.  In addition to spectacular scenery and thrilling 

whitewater, the wild section offers extraordinary fishing, swimming in secluded pools, and hiking on the Rogue River 

National Recreation Trail. Visitors may experience the river as a private, self-guided group or as passengers of a fully 

outfitted commercially guided trip. Here are some ways to help us protect this remarkable resource: 

Ramp and River Etiquette 
Please be courteous to other recreationists at launch sites. 

 Leave boat ramps clear for vehicles and trailers to access the river quickly and easily.  The boat ramp at 
Foster Bar is for unloading and loading boats only.  Do not park or leave vehicles unattended, on the ramp, 
if you are waiting for a group to come off the river.  Use the parking area above the ramp. 

 Use the staging areas next to the boat ramp, not on the ramp, to pump-up and deflate boats, to load gear 
into boats and to unload gear from boats. 

 You are now part of the river community.  Help yourself and others have a good trip by contributing to the 
positive atmosphere of that community. 

 Be considerate of campers in close proximity by respecting “quiet hours,” 10:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.  

 When encountering other groups, pass in flat water, not in rapids.  Crowding other craft in a rapid can create 
unnecessary boating mishaps. 

 The Rogue is a popular place for fishing so please be considerate of fishing lines from both bank and boat 
anglers.  Give them a wide berth if possible to avoid fishing lines.  

 Your safety is our highest concern.  PLEASE scout difficult rapids such as Blossom Bar and Raine Falls and 
ensure you are prepared for challenging, variable conditions.  

https://blm-prod.opengov.ibmcloud.com/sites/blm.gov/files/rogue_river_trail_color_2011.pdf
https://blm-prod.opengov.ibmcloud.com/sites/blm.gov/files/rogue_river_trail_color_2011.pdf
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Then (1961) Now 
 

 

Choosing a Campsite in the Wild Section 

The wild Rogue River is a popular, busy place. Landing that awesome Rogue campsite can feel downright hectic at 

times. On peak-use days, over 20 different groups may enter the river below Grave Creek.  Backpackers on the 

Rogue River National Recreation Trail also need a place to stop for the night. Consider this:  Groups larger than 

16 people can fit into less than 15% of all the available campsites on the river. Many downriver miles may pass 

before another site is available. Here are some suggestions to help make everyone's experience more enjoyable: 

 Downsize: Select a campsite that fits your group size. Large groups simply can't fit into small sites.  85% of 
all the sites on the river can accommodate groups smaller than 16 people. Your small or medium sized 
group has many more campsite options than a large group.  

 Prepare to Share:  Leave enough space in your campsite for another party to land their boats and set up 
camp, if necessary.  

 Courtesy is Cool: Approach and negotiate campsite sharing with courtesy, decency and respect.  
 Love Thy Neighbor:  If sharing becomes necessary, work out an arrangement. Remember that quiet hours 

on the river are from 10 pm to 6 am.  
 Plan Ahead:  Anticipate that the most popular sites may be occupied or needed by others. Be flexible and 

have a back-up plan just in case.   
 Be Explorers: There are a lot of great small campsites that rarely get used. Explore the shoreline to find 

your new favorite private campsite. Don’t just follow the crowds.  

Camp management on the Rogue is on a "first-come, first-serve" basis. However, by observing these guidelines, 

everyone is more likely to have a positive experience visiting this amazing river resource.  It's your river!  

Scat Machine 

We continue to have problems with folks depositing foreign materials (e.g. sanitary wipes) in their porta- potties which 

eventually end up in the SCAT machine blocking the system and disrupting sanitary services at Foster Bar during 

repairs. PLEASE educate your clients/friends on the proper etiquette so we can continue to offer this service. 

Bear Observation 

Please continue to submit bear observation forms in 2017 either by mail or at the drop box at Foster Bar.  
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We Want to Hear From You! 

 
Your ideas and feedback are important!  This is the first edition of the Rogue River Currents and through this new 

approach, we hope to reach even more people interested in stewardship and enjoyment of the Rogue River.  We 

hope you will contact us to discuss Rogue River topics, let us know what you think about the newsletter, and provide 

suggestions for information you would like to see included in future newsletters if the concept is supported by you—

the river users. Send us written comments and letters to the mailing addresses listed below: 

 

Call our Recreation and River Managers: 

Allen Bollschweiller 

Field Manager, Grants Pass Resource Area 

Bureau of Land Management 

(541) 471-6653 

 

Assistant Field Manager, Recreation 

Bureau of Land Management 

Grants Pass Resource Area 

(541) 471-6614 

 

Rand Visitor Center Manager/Lead Park Ranger 

Grants Pass Resource Area, Medford District  

Bureau of Land Management  

(541) 471-6649  

(541) 479-3735  

 

 

Recreation Program Manager 

Gold Beach Ranger District 

Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest  

(541) 247-3640 

 

Commercial Permit Administrator 

Grants Pass Resource Area  

Bureau of Land Management, Medford District 

(541) 471-6648 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our offices:  

Bureau of Land Management 

Grants Pass Interagency Office  

2164 NE Spalding Avenue 

Grants Pass, OR 97526 

 

Rogue River Siskiyou National Forest Service 

Gold Beach Ranger District 

29279 Ellensburg Avenue 

Gold Beach, OR 97444 

 

Smullin Visitor Center 

14335 Galice Road 

Merlin, OR 97532 

 

Email:  

Smullin Visitor Center at: BLM_OR_MD_Rogue_River_Mail@blm.gov.  

mailto:BLM_OR_MD_Rogue_River_Mail@blm.gov

