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Our Vision
of the

Fishlake National Forest 

We are dedicated to relationships and the land.

The Fishlake National Forest reflects a small-town feel and values – a place where people 
want to work and live. We are a cohesive, happy, informal, professional workforce engaged with 
our communities and fostering strong, collaborative partnerships. We take pride in the work we 
accomplish. We respect and trust each other, working towards common goals with dedication 
and open lines of communication.

We practice outstanding natural resource stewardship. We actively manage our ecologically 
diverse landscape to: protect the Forest’s flora, fauna, and clean water and air; allow desirable 
disturbance to function; limit invasives; and ensure the stability and productivity of our soils. We 
strive to protect and interpret the rich historical and cultural resources on the Forest.

The Fishlake National Forest is a place where people have positive, one-of-a-kind experiences 
because we provide personalized customer service and high-quality recreation opportunities.
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The mission of the Forest Service is to sustain the 
health, diversity, and productivity of the Nation’s 

forests and grasslands to meet the need of present and 
future generations.

Caring for the Land and Serving People



Beaver Ranger District crews began the work of thinning, 
pruning, and piling on the Little Res. II project on May 2, 

2017. As of July 8th they had completed approximately 207 acres. 
This work is being completed after several years of planning and 
collaboration among the Beaver Ranger District, Utah Division 
of Forestry, Fire and State Lands, and private land owners in the 
High-Low Whispering Pines area. Under the framework of a 
Community Wildfire Protection Plan (2002), these agencies, at 
multiple levels, and land owners have worked together to develop 
a long-term strategy to not only address wildfire risk, but to take 
steps in managing a healthy forest. Funding for the work in this 

area is a combination of money from private land owners, the Forest Service, and money from the State of Utah and the 
Catastrophic Wildfire fund, known as CAT-Fire. In the fall of 2017, plans included additional treatment of approximately 
100 acres on the western side of the private property on lands managed by the Forest Service.

Little Res. II Forest Health Restoration Project
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Timber Sale and other veg treatment project highlights & stats

Total volume for sales in 2017- 8,093 
CCF

Commercial Timber Sales = 4,796 CCF
Permits = 3,297 CCF*

*(2,576 cords)

Commercial Timber Sales Operating include:

• Marion T.S.

• Teeples T.S.

• Big Flat Hazard Tree

• Twitchell Indian Creek Salvage

• Wood Lake T.S.

• Bullberry T.S.

• Purple Blowdown

The Doctor Canyon 
Timber Sale is part 

of  the Teeple Springs 
Vegetation Management 
Project. The sale 
involves thinning and 
salvage on 280 acres of  Spruce-fir forest. The forest 
has seen continued mortality from spruce beetles 
since 2007. The removal of  trees undergoing attack 
and reduced tree density in the surrounding forest 
is expected to decrease the beetle larvae in the area 
and increase the survival of  remaining Engelmann 
spruce.

Pine Canyon to Koosharem Creek Wildlife 
Habitat Improvement Project

The first phase of the Pine Canyon to Koosharem Creek 
Wildlife Habitat Improvement Project on the Richfield 
Ranger District has been completed with a total of 505 
acres of Pinyon and Juniper mechanically thinned just 
west of Koosharem. Work is planned to continue this 
fall.

The project was selected to receive funding from the 
Utah Watershed Restoration Initiative. This funding 
will help keep implementation occurring on both these 
projects for the next year.
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Forest Restoration

The Forest’s timber program treats overstocked stands to reduce hazardous 
fuels, while supplying a source of  wood fiber to area markets, as well as a 
variety of  projects designed to improve the health of  aspen stands.



Crews on the Fremont River Ranger District 
completed a number of projects on the Lakeshore 
National Recreation Trail in the Fish Lake Basin this 
year. Two old bridges were replaced with two new, 
stronger, longer lasting bridges. A rock wall was 
constructed to support the base of each side for the 
glulam beams to sit and protect against the stream 
washing it away. Crews took out the old middle 

structure that was 
in the creek, which 
was washing away 
and causing the 
bridge to lean and 
fall off the support 
racks. 

Crews installed over 30 directional signs - mostly 
concentrated on the main trail between Doctor Creek 
and Bowery. Others are located throughout the rest of 

the trail up Pelican Promontory and the back side of 
the lake and by both Widgeon and Mallard Bays. 

Additionally, at the Lake Creek 
Trailhead bridge, crews tore 
out the foot path and replaced it 
with a very sturdy 6x6 platform 
with railing, along with a 
separate walkway for the canal 
company to access their gates 
while deterring public from 
going on their side The platform 
will withstand the weight of a 
horse or a herd of cattle getting 
pushed across. 

Lakeshore National Recreation Trail Maintenance
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Recreation

Providing quality recreation experiences to the public is a focus of the Fishlake National 
Forest. The Fishlake has a variety of recreation opportunities including fishing, hunting, 

camping, hiking, horseback riding, snowmobiling, prospecting, rock hounding and of 
course, off-highway vehicle riding. 

Recreation Facilities

• 109 recreational sites
• 1,173 miles of non-motorized trails
• 656 miles of motorized trails
• 3,081 miles of open roads
• 4 scenic byways
• 127 recreational residences

Est. 589,000 Visitor Days
(per 2013 National Visitor Use Monitoring)



             Fishlake National Forest  2018 Report | 7

Website: https://www.usda.gov/fishlake  |  Facebook: The Forest Service-Fishlake National Forest

Range Management

In 2017, there was approximately 153,593 AUMs (animal unit months) of  permitted use on the 
Forest. The permitted AUMs on the Forest has been relatively stable since about 1950.  There have 
been annual variation largely from individual grazing permittee business decisions.  The annual 
variation has ranged from 154,852 AUMS in 1950 to 136,852 AUMs in 2009, to the 2017 level of  
153,593 AUMs. 

There are 75 active allotments with 191 grazing permittees. Of  the 1,817,943 acres administered 
by the Forest, 1,645,604 acres or 90% are allocated  for livestock grazing. Up to $223,630 was 
collected in grazing fees in 2017. By livestock kind the breakdown is Cattle - $213,058, Horse - 
$164, and Sheep - $10,408

*These amounts for grazing fees are based on full number and season occurring in a given year. 
Actual amounts may be less due to non-use.  

The Fishlake National Forest 
continues to work with grazing 

permit holders to provide a sound, 
sustainable program in line with 
the standards and guidelines 
of the Land and Resource 
Management Plan, while looking 
for ways to improve range 
conditions for present and future 
generations. 



Roto-Milling on the Mytoge and Crater Road

This summer three miles of  ‘in situ’ rock crushing (aka 
milling) of  the worst sections of  Mytoge and Crater road was 
completed. This project was funded through Title II of  the 
Secure Rural Schools Act in support of  the Crater vegetation 
treatment. Why use ‘in situ’ milling as done on the Mytoge 
and Crater Road? Unlike costly pit-based mobile crushers or 
commercial gravel, in situ crushing of  rock is all done locally 
on the existing roadway. Since there’s no need to buy gravel or haul it with a string of  trucks, the 
cost of  fill material and trucking is eliminated, and there’s no need to widen the road or create 
turnouts and turnarounds.

Before

After

Teasdale Facilities Maintenance

This summer 
the fire crew 
in Teasdale 
worked to 
convert the old 
sign shed into 
an office/ready 
room. 

The cleaning and painting of  all of  the 
exteriors of  the buildings in the Teasdale yard 
was completed through an 8a contract by 
Eddie Lopez Construction. 
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Engineering

Road Maintenance
Of the 3,081 miles of roads located in the Fishlake 
National Forest, the Forest Service is responsible 
for the maintenance of 2,441 road miles, and outside 
entities (state, counties, towns, and private parties) 
are responsible for the maintenance of the remaining 
640 road miles.  The Forest maintains about 350 miles 
annually with a forest road crew.  This work includes 
road blading, cleaning culverts, cleaning side ditches, 
cleaning cattle guards, cleaning lead off ditches, 
installing proper road drainage, clearing vegetation, 
installing and maintaining signs.  In addition to typical 
road maintenance, the road crew also performs as a 
project crew for site specific projects such as rock 
blasting, stock pond maintenance, stream channel 
stabilization, and sediment basins.
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Energy & Minerals

The Fishlake supports the development and delivery 
of  energy and mineral resources.  

Leasable Minerals 

Working cooperatively with the Manti-La Sal N.F., 
BLM and other federal and state government agencies 
the Forest continues to support production of coal 
from Sufco coal mine and reclamation of lands 
disturbed by that project.

Mining of clay for use as a concrete additive continues 
at the Koosharem Clay Pit.

Geothermal power production continues at 
Sulphurdale by ENEL, and associated impacts are 
mitigated or resolved.  Leases for other geothermal 
operations were processed.

Common Variety (ie sand, gravel, building stone) 
Minerals 

Common variety minerals were provided from 4 
community pits or common use areas to 54 free use 
permits and 4 commercial permits.

Locatable Mineral Exploration 

Notices, operating plans, or approved exploration 
activities have been pursued on six different projects.

Recreational sucker dredging occurs on three creeks 
on the Forest.

The Forest’s capacity to respond to climate change and sustainability were increased by:
• Leadership and employees were provided general climate change and sustainability educational 

opportunities.
• The Forest has a climate change coordinator and representatives from each unit active on the Forest’s 

Green Team.  The Forest supports their efforts with leadership, time and finances.
• Integrating and following a written Strategic Plan
• Engaging with peers, partners, and scientists both within and outside of the Forest

The Forest is assessing resource vulnerability and possible adaptation options by working with Regional efforts 
to prepare a dynamic vulnerability and adaption plan.  
The Forest monitors the effect that management activities have on the resources we manage, the effect that 
climate change has on them and the effect that those activities have on climate change and our sustainability.  
The Forest includes this monitoring and anticipated effects of these activities in evaluation efforts related to 
proposed projects.

Climate Change and Sustainability



The Forest has strong partnership and volunteer programs. Partner and cooperator groups and 
organizations include the Wild Turkey Federation, Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation, Utah Division 
of  Forestry, Fire and State Lands, Utah Division of  Wildlife Resources, Utah Division of  Parks and 
Recreation, Southern Utah University, Utah State University, Millard County Sheriff ’s Office, Sevier 
County Sheriff ’s Office, Piute County Sheriff ’s Office, and Wayne County Sheriff ’s Office.

Fishlake National Forest Volunteer, Partnership and Organizations, and Youth Corps, Report- Fiscal 
Year 2017

Accumulated Hours: 12,930.50 ; Appraised Value: $312,142.27

Number of Volunteers: 1,040

Male: 857

Female: 183

Ethnicity: Native American – 4

Hispanic – 7

White (Non-Hispanic) – 1,016

Unknown – 13

Veterans: 15

Persons with Disabilities: 6

The programs that benefited are: Trail Maintenance and construction; Threatened & endangered 
species monitoring, surveys and protection; Reforestation, rehabilitation, restoration, and monitoring; 
Campground hosts/facility caretakers; Developed and dispersed resource management and 
improvement; Invasive plants and animal activities; Water/soil improvements and stewardship 
projects; Restoration and rehabilitation activities; Administration/business operations 
support; Front desk/public information/visitor services; and Conservation education & 
interpretation...
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Working With Us

Volunteer and Partnership Programs 



During the 2017 field season, the Fremont River 
and Fillmore Ranger Districts each hosted Youth 

Conservation Corps (YCC) crews. On the Fremont 
River Ranger District the YCC program was able to 
hire four local youth and a Southern Utah University 
intern as a supervisor. Crew members implementing 
range improvement projects. This crew was a valuable 
resource, implementing repairs and construction on 
rangeland fences and water developments that enhance 
rangeland conditions. With these improvements, 
ranchers are better able to manage their livestock 
on the district in a way that  protects the resource 
while providing forage.  Our goal was to provide an 
opportunity for our youth to gain experience working 

outdoors while 
meeting the Forest 
Service mission.  
We truly appreciated 
the parents that 
supported and the 
youth that worked 
for us this summer.  
They did great 
work!

The Fillmore Ranger District hosted a YCC crew of 
3 individuals, with the crew lead being filled with an 
experienced summer seasonal employee. The crew 
worked from June 5 to July, assisting the recreation, 
wildlife, range, and timber programs on the district. 
The crew contributed 900 hours of work with no 
accidents or incidents and were funded primarily 
with Fishlake National Forest recreation budget 
allocations. This is the second year that the Fillmore 
District has hosted a YCC crew providing local youth 
job opportunities in the field of natural resources 

management. 
The YCC 
program 
is a great 
opportunity 
for the Forest 
Service to 
partner with 
young men 
and women 
and introduce them to a possible career in natural 
resources management.

Major accomplishments for the crew are, construction 
of a new information board at the Oak Creek 
Campground. The previous board was destroyed 
during the Clay Springs Fire. Using native materials 
of fire killed Ponderosa for the framework. The 
crew constructed a unique structure with ties to the 
area that will last for a long time; assisted with the 
reconstruction of a footbridge at Buckskin Charlie 
Picnic Area in Chalk Creek. completed Burned 
Area Restoration monitoring on the Solitude fire by 
spinning vegetative coverage plots and recording the 
data; built spring exclosures for the range program 
to limit grazing on water sources; constructed 2 
miles of range pasture fence in Oak Creek Canyon 
for improved 
management of 
rangeland resources 
and resource 
protection, and; 
installed hitching 
posts at campgrounds 
to protect resources 
and visitors.

Youth Conservation Corps (YCC)
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Working With Us



             Fishlake National Forest  2018 Report | 12

Website: https://www.usda.gov/fishlake  |  Facebook: The Forest Service-Fishlake National Forest

Offices
Supervisors Office
115 E 900 N
Richfield, UT 84701
Mel Bolling
Forest Supervisor
(435) 896-9233

Richfield Ranger District
115 E 900 N
Richfield UT 84701
(435) 896-9233

Beaver Ranger District
575 South Main St.
Beaver, UT 84713
(435) 438-2436

Fillmore Ranger District
390 South Main St.
Fillmore, UT 84631
(435) 743-5721

Fremont River Ranger District
138 South Main St.
Loa, UT 84747
(435) 836-2811

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 
policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 
programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including 
gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public 
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity 
conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by 
program or incident. Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information 
(e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s 
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, 
found online at https://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed 
to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, 
call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of 
the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; fax: (202) 690-
7442; or email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.




