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Providing Education and Interpretation on the Hoosier NF  

 
 

By Teena Ligman, Public Affairs Specialist 
 
Visitors to the Hoosier National Forest (NF) offices at Bedford and Tell City will notice more 
than a friendly face at the front desk; the offices also include a nature store with a variety of 
interpretive and educational items. First time visitors often remark, “We had no idea this was 
here!” said Cheri Stoops, who works at the front desk for the Bedford office.  
 
The inventory in the stores belongs to a non-profit association which operates in Forest 
Service offices across the eastern United States. The group is a “friends” type organization 
called the Eastern National Forest Interpretive Association (ENFIA). It was established in 
1985 to promote the historical, scientific, and educational activities of the Forest Service 
through the sale of interpretive items.  
 
Stoops explains that ENFIA allows the Hoosier to make products available to the public that 
interpret the significance of the Forest Service or stimulate interest in natural resources. She 
said, “People come in asking about a subject and find we have field guides and fun shirts and 
jewelry, and they may then end up purchasing something and almost certainly are inspired 
by the information they find on our shelves and want to know more.” 
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The funds raised by the nature store are used for education and interpretation on the NF. 
Most of the interpretive signs across the Hoosier NF have been paid for with ENFIA funding.  
ENFIA has also provided funding for exhibits, educational materials and programs and 
materials. Stoops noted that people who support the nature store not only enjoy their 
purchases, but if they visit the Forest, will likely later enjoy interpretive signs or kiosks paid 
for with the money they spent.   
 
Stoops points out teachers get a 10 percent discount on purchases at the store, and many of 
the items have great educational value for classrooms. ENFIA encourages items for children 
and things that inspire young people to identify with their environment.  
 
Some of the projects funded by ENFIA sales on the Hoosier NF include the kiosks and signs 
at Brooks Cabin and the Rickenbaugh House. These signs explain the history and 
significance of the sites to visitors. The Rickenbaugh House also has a signed interpretive 
trail whose signage was paid for with ENFIA funds, as was the Rickenbaugh House School 
Curriculum. A kiosk at the Hardin Ridge Amphitheater and the signage along the interpretive 
Ted T. Turtle Trail was paid for with ENFIA funds. At Lick Creek and German Ridge 
interpretive kiosks were also installed.  Several wetlands and wildlife openings, and even a 
lookout tower are interpreted due to funding from ENFIA.  
 
Boot brush stations at trail heads were developed and paid for by ENFIA to help explain and 
limit the spread of invasive plants into our natural areas.  
 
ENFIA funding was used to develop a Prehistoric People Coloring Book as well as 
archaeology conservation education materials. Materials to support programs for children 
such as Adventures With Nature and Kids Unplugged were also paid for with ENFIA funds.  
 
Throughout the Forest, ENFIA funding is supplementing Forest Service funds in providing an 
improved visitor experience to our public. The Hoosier NF is grateful to our friends at ENFIA 
for their support in helping the Forest better serve our public.   
 
For more information on the Hoosier’s nature stores contact Teena Ligman at the Bedford 
office, 812-275-5987 or at tligman@fs.fed.us. 
 



 
 

 

 
Bedford Office Nature Store 

 
Tell City Office Nature Store 



 
 

 

 
A young boy wearing his new compass and backpack, shows off the Para cord bracelet he 
made at the Adventures With Nature event at Tipsaw Lake Recreation Area sponsored in 
part by ENFIA. 

 
Outdoor interpretive kiosk at the Rickenbaugh House paid for with ENFIA funds. 



 
 

 

 
ENFIA-funded interpretive panels inside the historic Rickenbaugh House explain features of 
the house and the family’s history. 


