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he Pacific Northwest Region of the U.S. Forest Service 
contains 17 National Forests, a National Scenic
  Area, a National Grassland, and two National 

Volcanic Monuments, all within the States of Oregon and 
Washington. The Forests provide timber for people, forage 
for cattle and wildlife, habitat for fish, plants, and animals, 
and some of the finest recreation lands in the country.

Forest Service Mission: “To sustain the 
health, diversity, and productivity of the 

Nation’s forests and grasslands to meet the 
needs of present and future generations.”

T

Forest Service Motto: 
"Caring for the land 

and serving people.”

To learn more, visit our 
interactive story map 

by scanning
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The Forest Service’s mission, summed up by 
Gifford Pinchot, our agency’s first chief, is “to 
provide the greatest good for the greatest number 
in the long run.” While a lot has changed 
since the Forest Service was founded in 1905, 
our commitment to this guiding mission has 
remained steadfast.

Today, the Forest Service is proud to contribute 
in so many ways to the public we serve. The 24 
million acres of national forest lands in Oregon 
and Washington provide economic benefits, 
recreation opportunities, clean drinking water, 
habitat for fish and wildlife, and so much more. 
As public servants, the employees of the Forest Service Pacific 
Northwest Region take great pride in working with partners 
and local communities to help steward public lands.

This 2016 Annual Report highlights many of the benefits, 
contributions, and services the Forest Service provides to the 
public and local communities of the Pacific Northwest. We are 
proud of what we have accomplished over the past year and 
grateful for the support of partners and local communities who 
helped make it possible. 

Together, we have accomplished a great deal. We look forward 
to continuing on this collaborative path for the greatest good.

Best, 
Jim Peña,
Rebecca Heath,
Dianne Guidry

Jim Peña, Regional Forester

Rebecca Heath, Deputy 
Regional Forester

Dianne Guidry, Deputy 
Regional Forester

A Message from the 
      Regional Leadership Team
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National forests provide a wide range of benefits to the people 
and communities of the Pacific Northwest, from forest products, 
drinking water, energy needs, and more. Our commitment 
to sustainable management and increasing resiliency will 
help ensure our forests continue providing benefits for future 
generations.

delivering benefitsdelivering bebefits

In 2016:
• Enough timber harvested to fill 

130,000 log trucks or build 35,000 
homes (595 million board feet of 
timber - 436 in Oregon and 159 in 
Washington). 

• Timber harvested in 2016 
generated $7.9 million in payments 
to states ($6.1 million in Oregon 
and $1.8 million in Washington). 

• 7,100 jobs in the private sector 
supported from timber sold from 
Pacific Northwest national forest 
lands.  

• 44.5 million board feet of firewood 
material sold (the equivalent of 
almost 89,000 cords of firewood, 
enough to heat over 8,000 homes). 

• 264,000 green tons of biomass for 
energy production produced (with 
a market value of approximately 
$17.7 million for electricity 
produced at 5 cents per kilowatt).
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Cross Laminated Timber 
The Forest Service Pacific Northwest 
Region is proud to support the cross 
laminated timber industry. A promising 
new construction product, cross laminated 
timber is an engineered wood panel, made by 
stacking multiple layers of kiln dried wood 
in alternating directions. We’re excited about 
the potential of cross laminated timber to 
help grow our cities with a resource that’s 
sourced locally and sustainably from Pacific 
Northwest communities – a win-win!

In 2016:
• Over $1.4 million worth special 

forest products sold ($559,598 
in Oregon and $864,647 in 
Washington), including:

 þ 47,500 Christmas trees
 þ 2,600 tons of boughs
 þ 52,000 bushels of cones
 þ 2,600 tons of salal and 

other foliage
 þ 372,000 gallons of 

mushrooms
 þ 1,400 tons of beargrass 
 þ 66,000 pounds of 

huckleberries 

Forests to Faucets 
In the Pacific Northwest, 
approximately 44% of the stream flow 
in Washington and 36% of the stream 
flow in Oregon originates on national 
forest lands. This water supports 
millions of municipal, industrial, and 
agricultural users. We work closely 
with numerous partners to restore 
and protect the health of watersheds 
upon which communities and wildlife 
depend.
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Permitted Activities on
Forest Service Lands
The Forest Service in the Pacific Northwest 
Region provides special use permits to allow the 
following on national forest lands:

• 14 fish hatcheries 

• 76 research permits 

• 36 weather stations 

• 26 hydroelectric power plants  

• 210 powerlines 

• 30 Department of Transportation 
easements  

• 548 communication site permits including 
75 for cell service and 26 for television and 
radio 

• 104 telephone lines 

• 949 water-related permits, including 47 
irrigation ditches, 604 water transmission 
lines less, and 70 dams or reservoirs 

• 1,709 access permits for state, county, 
timber companies, railroads, and private 
individuals

delivering benefitsdelivering bebefits

Contributing to
Local Energy Needs

• Hydroelectric power utilities located 
on National Forests in Oregon and 
Washington produce nearly 25 billion 
kilowatt hours of electricity per 
year. These utilities provide enough 
electricity for 2.1 million homes 
and contribute over $2.5 billion 
to the economies of Oregon and 
Washington.

• National Forests in Oregon and 
Washington are currently managing 
38 energy projects. Of those, nine are 
new energy project proposals which 
include six hydropower projects, 
two transmission lines, and one gas 
pipeline.
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National forests are essential to the ecological, economic, 
cultural, and social well-being of the Pacific Northwest. These 
lands face a variety of impacts and disturbances from extreme 
weather, severe wildfires, 
insects and disease, 
invasive species, and 
increasing visitation. 
Working alongside 
partners and local 
communities, we’re 
helping to ensure our 
national forests in 
Oregon and Washington 
are healthy, resilient 
and adaptive for future 
generations.

Ensuring resilient and
adaptive ecosystems

restorationrestoration

In 2016:
• 290,000 acres of wildlife habitat 

enhancement completed, with 
the help of 55 different partners 
contributing over $1.5 million dollars 
of funds in kind labor

• 54,000 acres of invasive plant 
treatments with manual, mechanical, 
herbicide and biocontrol methods, 
accomplished with the support and 
contributions from over 200 different 
partners

• 19,400 acres of reforestation, 
including tree planting and 
certification of stocking for natural 
regeneration 

• 51,600 acres of forest stand 
improvement, including pre-
commercial thinning, pruning 
for disease and fuels reduction, 
fertilization, and release 

• 2,746 acres of lakes, 710 miles of 
stream, 41,718 acres of watersheds 
restored

• 18 stream crossings (generally 
culverts) were improved to allow fish 
and other organisms to pass through

• 60 miles of non-system roads 
decommissioned
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Joint Chiefs Landscape Restoration 
Partnership Projects
Five Joint Chiefs projects – three in Oregon and two in Washington – have brought in nearly $15 million to 
accomplish restoration on both federal and non-federal lands by creating partnerships between agencies and 
landowners. These projects, implemented in conjunction with the Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
highlight how we work across boundaries to increase the impact of restoration investments to restore landscapes, 
reduce wildfire threats, protect water quality, and enhance wildlife habitat on public and private lands.   

Oregon Joint Chiefs Projects:

• Greater La Pine Basin Cohesive Strategy 
Project, Deschutes National Forest – Forest 
restoration project to reduce the risk of catastrophic 
wildfire across public and private forests, build a 
fire-adapted community, and improve the health 
and vigor of public and private forest lands. 

• Ashland Forest All-Lands Restoration Project, 
Rogue River-Siskiyou National Forest – Forest 
restoration and fuels reduction treatments through 
a cross-boundary, all-lands approach on federal 
and private lands in and around the Ashland Creek 
Watershed. 

• East Face of Elkhorn Mountains, Wallowa-
Whitman National Forest – Restoration project 
to mitigate wildfire threats to communities and 
landowners, protect water quality, and supply and 
improve wildlife habitat for at-risk species. 

Washington Joint Chiefs 
Projects: 

• All Lands, All Hands: Building Resilient 
Landscapes and Fire Adapted Communities 
in Washington’s East Cascades, Okanogan-
Wenatchee National Forest – Restoration project 
on national forest lands and the surrounding state 
and private lands to reduce the risk of wildfire, 
protect communities, enhance fish habitat quality 
and protected water quality and quantity, as well 
as engage new partners and landowners to achieve 
restoration goals. 

• Northeast Washington Initiative, Colville 
National Forest – Project to reduce and mitigate 
wildfire threats to Colville National Forest land 
and adjacent private property in Ferry, Stevens and 
Pend Oreille Counties, as well as protect habitat 
and water quality and supply for communities and 
industry.
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Collaborative Forest Landscape 
Restoration Program 
The Collaborative Forest Landscape Restoration (CFLR) 
Program was established by Congress in 2009 to 
encourage the collaborative, science-based restoration of 
priority forest landscapes. In 2016, the five CFLR projects 
in Oregon and Washington created or maintained an 
estimated 1,000 jobs, generated over $94 million in local 
labor income, treated over 15,200 acres resulting in 
improved vegetation condition, reduced fuels on 146,380 
acres, utilized material in local mills, and improved or 
restored over 10 miles of stream habitat.

Deschutes Collaborative Forest Project, Deschutes 
National Forest – Spanning 257,000 acres of forest that 
historically experienced frequent low-intensity fires, this 
restoration effort will reduce the catastrophic effects of fire, create jobs, improve wildlife habitat, and provide clean, cold 
water for native fish. 

Lakeview Collaborative Landscape Restoration Project, Fremont-Winema National Forest – This effort will protect 
important water sources for agriculture and wildlife, improve wildlife habitat for numerous species, reduce the risk of 
destructive megafires, and fight beetle infestation through brush removal and controlled burns. 

Southern Blues Restoration Coalition Collaborative Landscape Restoration Project, Malheur National Forest – This 
project will reduce forest density, create a mosaic of wildlife habitats, allow large trees to continue growing, foster a more 
fire-resistant mix of trees, and improve water and wildlife habitat by restoring forest areas.

Tapash Sustainable Forest Collaborative, Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest – This restoration project will reduce 
future wildfire risk while increasing forest job opportunities, bio-energy development potential, salmon habitat and 
passage, water quality, and enhancing forest resilience to fires.

Northeast Washington Forest Vision 2020 Collaborative Landscape Restoration Project, Colville National Forest – This 
project is using brush removal, small diameter tree thinning, and controlled burns to decrease the risk of destructive 
mega-fires. These activities are producing material for local sawmills and manufacturers and biomass for a local power 
producer.
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In recent years, fire seasons in the Pacific Northwest have grown 
longer and more destructive. The Forest Service is working 
closely with interagency partners to protect and maintain fire-
adapted communities, restore resilient landscapes, reduce severe 
wildfire risks, and provide for effective, safe fire response.

fire managementfire management

In 2016:
In 2016, the Forest Service, with 
the help of partners and local 
communities, accomplished 
approximately 475,000 acres of 
beneficial restoration and fuels 
reduction work, including: 

• 115,659 acres of hazardous fuels 
reduction

• 178,000 acres of wild urban 
interface treatment 

• 146,380 acres collaborative forest 
landscape restoration

• 75,340 acres stewardship 
contracting projects

• 165,007 acres of emergency 
suppression and rehabilitation

More Prescribed Fires 
Help Reduce Extreme 
Wildfires

In 2016, the Pacific Northwest Region 
saw more acres burned during managed 
prescribed burns than unplanned 
wildfires. The Forest Service conducted 
prescribed burns on 54,727 acres in 2016, 
while 48,379 acres on national forest 
lands burned in wildland fires.
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Fighting Fire with Fire: 
Forest Resiliency 
Burning Pilot

To help improve coordination and 
communication during prescribed burns, the 
Forest Service is partnering with the State of 
Washington and forest collaborative groups on 
the Forest Resiliency Burning Pilot. In 2016, the 
pilot project conducted eight prescribed burns on 
national forest and state lands totaling 3,500 acres 
while examining effective smoke monitoring and 
community coordination. The results of the pilot 
will help federal and state agencies continue to 
strengthen communication and coordination 
with local communities to better plan for and 
manage prescribed burns.

Focusing on Life First 
In 2016, the Forest Service initiated “Life First” 
to help reduce unnecessary exposure in the 
wildland fire system. These engagements were 
an immediate step toward a larger, long-term 
intention to continue improving the wildland fire 
system to more reliably protect responders and 
the public, sustain communities, and conserve 
the land. Our focus is eliminating unnecessary 
exposure with strategies and tactics that commit 
responders only to operations where and when 
they can be successful, and under conditions 
where we protect important values at risk with 
the least exposure to firefighters; all while 
maintaining strong relationships with the people 
we serve. It will take all of us to learn together to 
shift our work systems to significantly increase the 
odds that everyone goes home safely each day.

Volunteer and 
Community 
Assistance
• $921,000 in volunteer fire assistance 

provided to 277 local volunteer 
fire departments in Oregon and 
Washington in 2016.

• $5,705,476 in state fire assistance 
provided to 48 state fire 
communities.
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Firefighters Lend a 
Helping Hand!

Facing a lighter fire season compared 
to previous years, the Pacific 
Northwest Region was proud to lend 
a hand in 2016 to others in need. The 
Region sent over 80 firefighters to 
Canada in May to help our northern 
neighbors. Over 1,300 firefighters 
were sent to the southeastern U.S. to 
help battle their late season wildfires. 
In the 2015 fire season, many regions, 
and even other countries, sent 
much-needed support to the Pacific 
Northwest region. We were glad to 
return the favor!

2016 Pacific Northwest 
Fire Season Overview
• 2,541 reported fires in the Pacific Northwest - 1,219 

in Oregon (942 human-caused, 277 lightning-caused) 
and 1,320 in Washington (1,175 human-caused, 145 
lightning-caused). 68 fires met the large fire criteria: 
30 in OR and 38 in WA.

• 498,507 acres were burned by wildfire (192,483 acres 
in OR and 308,865 acres in WA). 

• 17 Incident Management Teams were mobilized. 

• In Oregon, the largest fire was the Rail Fire (41,706 
acres). The largest fire in Washington was the Range 
Fire (176,600 acres). 

• The estimated total firefighting cost exceeded $105 
million ($65 million in Oregon and $40 million in 
Washington).

• During the peak fire activity, over 4,200 firefighters 
and support personnel were actively working on fires 
in the Pacific Northwest.

• The Forest Service flew approximately 5,885 hours 
without an accident.

• 22,197 lightning strikes were recorded over Oregon 
and Washington from June 1 - September 30, 2016. 
This is the lowest total for a fire season since the year 
2000. The average is 79,642 strikes. 

fire managementfire management

Fire Rehab Continues 
In 2016, Burned Area Emergency Response 
actions were implemented on 21 large fires 
across nine National Forests in the Region. 
This work included stabilization of 3,500 acres 
of lands at risk for severe erosion, 3,500 acres 
of invasive plant treatments, protection of 
over 40 cultural sites, over 200 miles of road 
drainage improvements, and 70 miles of trail 
treatments.
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Two major Forest Plan Revision efforts are underway in the Pacific 
Northwest: the Colville and Blue Mountains. Informed by the 2012 
Planning Rule, these planning efforts utilize public involvement 
and collaboration throughout all stages of the planning process. 
Additionally, the region is laying the groundwork to revise Forest 
Plans within the footprint of the Northwest Forest Plan. 

forest planningforest planning

Colville National Forest Plan Revision 

The Colville National Forest has made significant progress over 
the last two years in revising their forest plan, which has been in 
place since 1988. A draft environmental impact statement and draft 
forest plan were released for an extended 135-day comment period 
in February 2016. The Colville National Forest released a Proposed 
Action in 2011 after 8 years of collaborative work with the public, 
state and federal agencies, and local, state and tribal governments. 
Collaboration has occurred through multiple rounds of public 
workshops and meetings held in over eight communities across four 
counties.  

The Forest and plan revision team remain committed to developing 
a Final Environmental Impact Statement, Revised Plan and draft 
Record of Decision in 2017.

Northwest Forest Plan

The Pacific Southwest and Pacific Northwest Research Stations 
are developing a science synthesis to inform future forest plan 
assessments and revisions across 17 National Forest System 
(NFS) units within the Northwest Forest Plan (NWFP) area.  The 
Ecological Society of America is conducting the peer review process 
of the draft science synthesis which concludes at the end of March 
2017.  Because the science synthesis is a highly influential science 
assessment, the public has had the opportunity to provide input on 
the science content of the synthesis to the peer reviewers.  The final 
synthesis is expected to be available in 2018. Additionally, Region 
5 and Region 6 are working cooperatively to develop a strategy to 
complete an umbrella assessment. The assessment, informed by the 
Science Synthesis, would consider social, biological and physical 
conditions within the footprint of the entire Northwest Forest Plan 
and consider potential needs for change.
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Blue Mountains Restoration Strategy
The Blue Mountains Restoration Strategy is helping 
to accelerate the pace and scale of forest restoration 
in eastern Oregon and Washington to provide both 
healthy forests and healthy communities. Two large 
landscape planning efforts are underway, the Lower 
Joseph Creek Restoration Project on the Wallowa-
Whitman National Forest and the Forest Resiliency 
Project, which covers large portions of the Ochoco, 
Umatilla, and Wallowa-Whitman National Forests.  

Both projects intend to maintain and enhance forest 
resilience to natural disturbance, reduce risks of 
unusually large and severe wildfires, and reintroduce 
the natural role of fire to the landscape. Actions 
proposed include reducing stand density across large 

landscapes (thinning the number of trees on an acre), 
adjusting species composition (altering the species 
of trees and other vegetation growing on a site), and 
creating more natural forest patterns. The projects 
will also contribute to local communities through 
increased jobs and supplemental benefits.

In the course of accomplishing these projects, 
the Blue Mountains Restoration Strategy is also 
developing a number of tools and analyses that 
may be used in other restoration efforts across 
the region, including a wildfire risk assessment, 
climate-informed vegetation modeling, goshawk and 
white-headed woodpecker habitat modeling, and 
huckleberry productivity modeling.

Lower Joseph Creek Restoration Project: 
This project covers more than 98,000 acres on 
the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest. A Final 
Environment Impact Statement and draft Records of 
Decision were released July 2016. The draft decision, 
now undergoing a pre-decisional administrative 

review process, establishes two Research Natural 
Areas, includes about 17,000 acres of timber harvest 
activities (of which approximately 5,400 acres is 
non-commercial thinning), replaces six culverts, and 
maintains 208 miles of open roads.
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Blue Mountains Forest Plan Revision

Forest Plans for the Malheur, Umatilla, and Wallowa-Whitman National Forests will guide how the Forest 
Service manages approximately five million acres of public land in eastern Oregon and southeastern Washington 
State. In early 2014, a Draft Environmental Impact Statement was published and received hundreds of letters 
during the public comment period. In 2015, a series of 24 public listening sessions in communities across the 
Blue Mountains region were held. In response to public input, two new Forest Plan Alternatives are being 
analyzed that emphasize forest restoration and moving larger portions of the forest landscape toward desired 
conditions. 

To maintain and restore the health of watersheds while supporting multiple uses of National Forest System 
lands, such as livestock grazing, the Forest Plan Revision Team adapted the Regional Aquatic and Riparian 
Conservation Strategy into the Blues Aquatic and Riparian Conservation Strategy and incorporated it into the 
Blue Mountains Forest Plans. 

In partnership with Libraries of Eastern Oregon, we also launched an innovative video and social media 
project called Voices of the Forest, through which diverse citizens shared short videos illustrating why the Blue 
Mountains are important to them.

The Final Environmental Impact Statement, three Revised Forest Plans, and three Records of Decision are 
expected in 2017.

Forest Resiliency Project: 

The proposed action for the Forest Resiliency Project 
was released on February 5, 2016, for a 60-day 
scoping period. The proposal included approximately 
610,000 acres of vegetation treatments (logging and 
thinning) and prescribed fire treatments across the 
Ochoco (118,000 acres), Umatilla (212,000 acres), 
and Wallowa-Whitman (280,000 acres) National 
Forests. The planning team received 184 comments 

on the proposed action. More than 170 people 
participated in eight public engagement sessions.  
Since the scoping comment period, the planning 
team has been considering public comments and 
other information to further refine the proposed 
action and develop alternatives to the proposed 
action. 
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We’ve accomplished a lot over the past year and we could not 
have done it without the support and contributions of partners, 
local communities, volunteers, industry groups, environmental 
organizations, and many others.

working together

In 2016:
• 9,400 volunteers donated over 

660,000 service hours, a value of 
$15,562,249.

• In 2016, a total of 626 agreements 
with external partners, and 852 
agreement modifications, were 
executed by the Forest Service 
Pacific Northwest Region, totaling 
over $127 million in contributions.  

• Over $69.5 million in Forest Service 
contributions leveraged over 
$58.6 million in contributions from 
partners. In other words, for every 
one dollar spent by the Forest 
Service, partners matched 84 cents!

2016 Grants & Agreements
Contributions

Leveraging Funds to Accomplish More
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Good Neighbor Authority Signed
In March 2016, a Good Neighbor Authority Agreement was signed by Oregon Governor Kate 
Brown, Forest Service Regional Forester Jim Peña, Oregon Department of Forestry State Forester 
Doug Decker, and Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife Director Curt Melcher. 

Stemming from authorities in the 2014 Federal Farm Bill, the Oregon Good Neighbor Authority 
agreement increases opportunities for the Forest Service and state agencies to work together 
more efficiently to restore forests and create jobs. 

Since the signing, over $420,000 has been committed to the State of Oregon to help fund 
forest restoration projects. On the Fremont-Winema National Forest, for example, temporary 
employees from Oregon Department of Forestry are helping the forest with important thinning 
projects and a timber sale.  
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Collaboration
is Key!

• Currently, there are 35 restoration-
oriented forest collaborative groups 
in Oregon and Washington, helping 
to remove barriers to landscape-scale 
restoration projects and create forest-
based jobs.  

• In 2016, the five Collaborative Forest 
Landscape Restoration projects in 
Oregon and Washington created 
or maintained an estimated 1,000 
jobs, generated over $94 million 
in local labor income, treated over 
15,200 acres resulting in improved 
vegetation condition, reduced fuels 
on 146,380 acres, utilized material in 
local mills, and improved or restored 
over 10 miles of stream habitat. 

• In 2016, the Pacific Northwest Region 
invested $158,000 in the Community 
Capacity and Land Stewardship 
grant program to help strengthen 
forest collaborative efforts to help 
accelerate restoration. 
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The Pacific Northwest National Forests and Grasslands 
include limitless opportunities for world-class recreation 
in settings that range from rocky coastlines and lush 
temperate forests to volcanic peaks and high desert 
expanses. An extensive system of trails, campgrounds, 
day use areas, visitor centers, ski areas, lodges, marinas, 
and related facilities are managed for the public through 
a combination of agency staff, our partners, and our 
concessioners.  Nationally and regionally, we are 
implementing several high priority shifts to help sustain 
these critical settings, facilities, and associated programs 
and services. This benefits the public and the communities, 
regions, and states that depend on the outdoor recreation 
industry as a key part of their economic portfolios.

In 2016:
• The region completed and is 

now implementing a Sustainable 
Recreation Strategy to connect more 
fully with communities, sharpen 
our business tools and processes, 
and strengthen the capacity of our 
workforce and partners.

• We invested over $10 million in 
recreation fee revenues to enhance 
visitor experiences at Forest Service 
recreation sites.

sustainable recreation



                                                Pacific Northwest Annual Report

28

Permitted Recreation 
Activities on Forest Service 
Lands
Recreation special use permits allow for a 
tremendous range of activities and services 
on national forest lands, including:

• 25 ski areas 
• 35 summer resorts 
• 52 organization camps
• 34 non-profit club permits 
• 500+ outfitter/guide permits 
• 60+ large recreation events 
• 2,688 recreation residences 
• 26 concession campgrounds 
• 50+ commercial filming permits

In 2016, these special use permits 
generated payments of $1.5 million to 
Oregon counties and $1.1 million to 
Washington counties.

In 2016:
• As part of our emphasis on 

maintaining and expanding access to 
National Forest lands, we improved, 
expanded, and/or built 132 miles of 
trails as part of our Regional network 
encompassing 18,000 miles of 
traditional trails and another 6,000 
miles of snow trails.   

• We have placed a major emphasis 
on various aspects of modernizing 
our recreation special uses program 
including helping pilot digital permits, 
establishing open seasons for permit 
applications as an alternative to 
moratoriums, exploring the use 
of nominal effects decisions, and 
competing successfully for national 
funding to hire temporary staff 
to address permit renewals and 
terminations in a timely manner.

Chief’s High Five 
Recreation Priority 
Shifts
The Forest Service is refocusing our efforts to 
strengthening and deepen connections with the 
public through outdoor experiences. Our five 
high priority shifts include:
1. Modernizing our recreation special uses 

program
2. Increasing capacity and focus on our 

community service and volunteer programs 
3. Renewing strategy to implement digital 

innovation
4. Enhancing citizen access through our system 

of recreation roads and trails 
5. Leveraging demonstration projects in key 

special places 
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Forest Service Pacific 
Northwest Recreation 

Opportunities
• 24,428 miles of trails
• 2,442 developed recreation sites 
• 25 ski areas
• 64 wilderness areas 
• 51 Wild and Scenic Rivers
• 2 national monuments

sustainable recreationsustainable recreation
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Today’s youth will be tomorrow’s conservation stewards and 
leaders. Our work with youth contributes to a future where 
all America’s children, no matter where they live, have the 
opportunity to learn about—and love—our Nation’s forests and 
grasslands. A future where many partners join hands to ensure 
that youth have the opportunity to experience nature, understand 
the natural world and its broader connections, and gain the tools 
and experience needed to care for the land. This future nurtures 
an environmentally literate society, a constituency that cares 
about the management of public lands and waters and engages in 
their future, and a skilled and committed Forest Service workforce 
that reflects the face of America.

In 2016:
• 45 Field Rangers, deployed on 12 

Forest Service units, made more 
than 350,000 contacts throughout 
the season and delivered hundreds 
of programs such as “Junior 
Ranger” swearing-in ceremonies 
and educational programming on 
wildlife, fire, water, botany, fisheries, 
restoration, and more!  

• Over 145,000 youth engaged through 
regional Forest Service programs, 
including Every Kid in a Park,  21st 
Century Conservation Service Corps, 
NatureWatch, our Youth Engagement 
Strategy program, conservation 
education, internships, and volunteer 
efforts. 

• Forest Service youth engagement 
funds were leveraged with over 74 
partner organizations that provided 
additional funding and resources at a 
1:1 ratio. 
 

connecting people to the outdoorsconnecting people to the outdoors
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In 2016:
• Over 13,000 fourth grade students 

were reached through Every Kid in 
a Park programming, including 114 
Every Kid events. 

• 21st Century Conservation Service 
Corps employed over 1,500 youth and 
80 veterans. 

• Nearly 40,000 youth reached through 
the Youth Engagement Strategy 
program, a program focused on 
connecting underserved and 
underrepresented youth to nature.

connecting people to the outdoorsconnecting people to the outdoors
21st Century 
Conservation Service 
Corps 

Throughout the Pacific Northwest, over 1,500 
youth aged 15 to 25 gained valuable job skills 
and learned about natural resource careers by 
participating in 21st Century Conservation 
Service Corps crews or internships. Employed 
through partner organizations, these youth 
helped the Forest Service maintain hundreds 
of miles of trails and eradicated invasive plant 
species from thousands of acres, restoring 
public access and critical habitats. 

These Forest Service-supported programs 
help connect youth from local and distant 
communities to their public lands through 
service and learning. In 2016, 47 local, 
regional, and national partner organizations 
leveraged nearly $3 million in support of 
Forest Service sponsored crews and interns, 
helping create the next generation of 
conservation stewards and leaders.

Photo: 2016 VetsWork Green Corps crew

Regional Volunteer 
and Partners Award 
Ceremony
In September 2016, the Regional Leadership 
Team gathered in Portland to recognize the 
Region’s most extraordinary volunteers. Seven 
organizations and individuals were honored 
for their achievements in five categories: 
cultural diversity, leadership, citizen 
stewardship and partnership, restoration, 
and enduring service. These volunteers – and 
the thousands of others who serve in the 
Pacific Northwest – deliver enormous on-the-
ground accomplishments and help connect 
and re-connect people to their public lands. 
Recipients are: Mt. Adams Institute, Molly 
Johnson, Mt. Rose Trail Crew, Roland Emetaz, 
Carol Kelly, Amy Tanska, and David Gross.
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Children’s Forests
The Pacific Northwest Region holds two 
of the most established Children’s Forests 
in the country. These place-based centers 
for learning focus on connecting kids and 
families to nature; creating learning, service 
and career opportunities; enhancing 
environmental literacy; and providing 
professional development for educators. 

Sponsored by the Colville 
National Forest, the Upper 
Columbia Children’s Forest 
consists of over a dozen partner 
organizations dedicated 
to providing high-quality 
conservation education and 

outdoor experiences for kids and their 
families. Through this strong partner 
network, Forest Service funds were 
matched at a rate of almost 1:2 with nearly 
21,000 people reached, over half of whom 
were children. 

Sponsored by the 
Deschutes and 
Ochoco National 
Forests, the Children’s 

Forest of Central Oregon has brought 
together over 23 partner organizations 
from diverse interests, even including the 
medical community. Its success and broad 
range of stakeholders has allowed it to 
develop into a 501(c)3 capable of volunteer 
management, fundraising, and program 
development. Due to the opportunities 
provided by the partners that create COCF, 
every 5th and 6th grader in Central Oregon 
had the opportunity to attend Outdoor 
School and over 20,000 K-12 kids were 
directly involved with Children’s Forest 
programming.

connecting people to the outdoorsconnecting people to the outdoors
Strengthening 
Urban and 
Community  

  Forests
One hundred years ago, roughly a quarter 
of Americans lived in cities. Now, over 
80% do. While many national forests are 
within a short drive of major cities, we are 
also dedicated to helping urban residents 
connect with forests within their own cities. 
Urban forests can include urban parks, street 
trees, river corridors and greenways, nature 
preserves, and many other locations.

Trees provide many benefits to nearby 
residents, including improving physical 
and mental health, providing shade and 
reducing energy costs, filtering air pollutants, 
improving water quality by reducing 
stormwater runoff, supplying habitat and food 
for wildlife, and increasing property values. 

The Forest Service supports urban and 
community forestry programs through 
partnerships with state forestry agencies and 
many other organizations to provide:
• technical advice about planting and caring for trees
• educational assistance 
• Tree City USA and other programs
• Training and educational assistance for managing 

urban and community forests

In 2016, the Forest Service supported urban 
forestry assistance to 262 communities in 
Oregon and Washington. Since trees improve 
the livability of our cities and communities, 
the Forest Service is proud to support these 
efforts in rural and urban areas!
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Sound management of Forest Service transportation facilities 
and infrastructure, such as roads, bridges, facilities, and dams, 
provide numerous benefits, including helping to ensure water 
quality for communities and wildlife, sustainable and high-
quality recreation opportunities, and forest access for the public. 
We are committed to achieving a financially and ecologically 
sustainable system of infrastructure that meets public needs, 
minimizes adverse environmental impacts, and reflects long-
term funding expectations.

infrastructureinfrastructure

In 2016:
• Forests maintained approximately 

9,240 miles of National Forest System 
roads in the Pacific Northwest, made 
improvements to 637 miles, which 
include 168 miles of passenger car 
roads and 469 miles of high clearance 
roads.   

• $5.7 million worth of work was 
allocated to improve watershed and 
aquatic habitat conditions. Projects 
included road decommissioning, fish 
passage, road/trail improvements and 
road maintenance.   

• 60 miles of unneeded roads 
decommissioned (24 miles in Oregon, 
36 miles in Washington) to help the 
region achieve a more appropriately-
sized and environmental road system.  

• Fish passage barriers were corrected 
at 18 stream crossings. 
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The Forest Service recognizes that climate change has the potential to alter forest 
landscapes and valued resources. The Region has made significant progress in advancing 
measures to mitigate potential impacts, including developing a Climate Change 
Data Toolbox for use in vulnerability assessments and projects, working to complete 
vulnerability assessments across all forests by 2019, and facilitating integration of 
vulnerability assessments into forest plan revision and NEPA projects.

ADAPTING TO A CHANGING CLIMATE

Sustainable Operations
In 2016, the Region received a grant from 
the Department of Energy to install solar 
renewable energy at facilities across Oregon and 
Washington. This grant, combined with a larger 
Energy Savings Performance Contract, will result 
in over $200,000 in savings on our utility accounts 
and 0.8 MW of renewable energy installed. The 
project spans three states (Oregon, Washington, 
and Idaho) and will install energy conservation 
measures, such as occupancy sensors and LED 
light bulbs, on over 300 buildings. 

Since 2011, the Region has invested approximately 
$60,000 annually in a microgrant program used 
to fund a variety of sustainability projects that are 
geographically diverse, foster innovative ideas, 
and reduce our environmental footprint, with 
approximately 15-20 projects funded annually. 
Each year, the microgrants result in approximately 
$7,000 in annual savings. Since the program’s 
inception, there has been an estimated $42,000 in 
savings from all the microgrant proposals, a figure 
that will likely grow each year from additional 
microgrant projects. 
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footprint by approximately one million 
square feet since 2004 - a 21% reduction - 
through consolidation, demolition, and sale 
of excess administrative properties, which has 
generated nearly $33 million for reinvestment.

Travel Management
The Forest Service manages approximately 90,000 miles of roads in Oregon and Washington 
that must be maintained to provide safe public and administrative access for a variety of uses, 
including recreation, fire suppression, commercial activities, forest restoration, and other 
management purposes. It is a challenge to maintain all roads to proper safety and environmental 
standards due to increased use, aging infrastructure, and decreasing budgets. As part of a 
national travel management process, the Forest Service is working to achieve a financially and 
ecologically sustainable road system that meets access needs, minimizes adverse environmental 
impacts, and reflects long-term funding expectations. The Travel Management Rule requires 
each National Forest to:  Identify the minimum road system needed for safe and efficient travel 
and for administration, utilization, and protection of national forest lands; Identify the roads 
on lands under Forest Service jurisdiction that are no longer needed to meet forest resource 
management objectives; Under separate actions, decommission or consider for other uses those 
roads identified as unneeded. All 17 Forests have completed their Travel Management Subpart 
A requirement and released their travel analysis reports that outline existing roads systems and 
identify opportunities to achieve a more sustainable system of roads for each national forest in 
the Pacific Northwest. In 2016, 60 miles of unneeded roads were decommissioned (24 miles 
in Oregon, 36 miles in Washington) to help the region achieve a more appropriately sized and 
environmental road system.

Forest Service Facilities
The Forest Service Pacific Northwest Region 
partners with local organizations to lease 
97 office, warehouse, and aviation facilities 
totaling close to one million square feet. In 
2016, Forest Service lease payments totaled 
$15.4 million for local economies in Oregon 
and Washington. 

The Forest Service manages 2,548 owned 
facilities (totaling 3.8 million square feet) 
at 160 administrative sites in Oregon 
and Washington. These non-recreation 
facilities include fire, administrative, and 
other facilities to support Forest Service 
operations. We have reduced our facility 

The newly completed Cascade Lakes Welcome Center,  
Deschutes National Forest

infrastructureinfrastructure
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As we plan for the future, we look forward to working hand-in-
hand with partners and local communities for the greatest good. 
Wherever possible, our work will be carried out in partnership. We 
will target investments in collaboratively-developed projects with 
strong community support and to projects which leverage partner 
contributions and operate across land ownership boundaries. In 2017, 
our regional priorities include:

Ecosystem Restoration
Healthy ecosystems support people and communities that depend on 
public lands. We will work to restore or maintain ecological processes 
and functions so that our public land ecosystems and watersheds are 
resilient now and into the future. 

Forest Plan Revision
Continue to update Forest Plans to address ecological needs and societal 
values using the most practicable and transparent means.

High-Performing Region
Enhance relevancy internally and externally as a contemporary, high-
performing, mission- and employee-centered organization by pursuing 
innovative, sustainable, and multifaceted approaches to business 
operations and cultural change. 

Infrastructure
Manage and maintain our infrastructure to provide for the health, 
safety, security and accessibility of visitors and employees and be more 
ecologically and financially sustainable over the long term.

Wildland Fire Management
Manage wildfire preparedness and response to provide firefighter and 
public safety and protect values at risk in accordance with sound risk 
management principles.

Sustainable Recreation
Through implementation of our Regional Strategy, we will provide a 
diverse array of safe and sustainable recreation opportunities favoring 
investments that leverage our limited resources and expand our capacity 
through integration and partnerships.
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for the greatest good

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating 
based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, mari-
tal status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil 
rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).  Remedies and complaint 
filing deadlines vary by program or incident. 
 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) 
or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at 
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the 
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed 
form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence 
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov . 

To learn more, visit our 
interactive story map 

by scanning


