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Identification of Regions of Comparison 
One of the first steps in the wild and scenic river eligibility analysis is the identification of the area of 
consideration to compare each resource value of rivers on the Santa Fe National Forest with other rivers 
that have similar characteristics in order to identify streams with outstandingly remarkable values. This 
is referred to as the “region of comparison” and it serves as the basis for meaningful comparative 
analysis.  
 
The region of comparison may vary by resource, alternatively, the responsible official may conclude that 
a single region of comparison can encompass the evaluation of outstanding remarkable values. The 
responsible official may also rely upon recommendations from the interdisciplinary team. Once the 
region of comparison is identified, a river’s values can then be analyzed in comparison with other rivers 
in that area. The interdisciplinary team met on February 14, 2017 and developed the following proposed 
Regions of Comparison. Figure 1 displays a map showing the three recommended Regions of 
Comparison. 
 

Below are the interdisciplinary team’s recommendations for regions of comparison for each resource. 
Public comments may be used to refine these prior to the responsible official’s decision on regions of 
comparison. 

Proposed Regions of Comparison by Resource 
Wildlife and Botany- State of New Mexico 
The Forest must use the state of New Mexico as the region of comparison because of the process used 
to determine Species of Conservation Concern (SCC). The process required use of state rankings from 
the NatureServe database. An additional benefit of using the State is if we identify a high diversity of at-
risk species (either animals or plants) along any given river segment, we already know they are 
considered rare or unique within the state. Common species such as elk, rabbits, snakeweed, etc. would 
not have any outstandingly remarkable values.  

History and Pre-History- Northern Rio Grande 
The proposed region of comparison is identified as the Northern Rio Grande which encompasses several 
distinct localities: Española Basin, Pajarito Plateau, Rio Chama Valley, Gallina, Rio Jemez Valley, Pecos 
Valley/Front Range, and Taos-Cimarron (excerpted from Crown et al. 1996 and Levine, Scheick et al. 
2006). The archaeological record of the Northern Rio Grande consists of prehistoric and historic cultural 
resources representing human occupation and use over the past 10,000 years.  

  



Scenery, Recreation, Fisheries, and Geology- Tri Forest Region 
The proposed region of comparison would be an area representing the Tri-Forest Region of the Santa Fe, 
Carson and Rio Grande Forests based on the following rationale:  

• Scenery- Lands within this region of comparison have similar landscape elements of landform, 
vegetation, water, color, and related factors allowing for a meaningful comparative analysis for 
the scenery outstandingly remarkable value.  

• Recreation- The region of comparison for recreation in determining outstandingly remarkable 
values for Wild and Scenic River Eligibility analysis is based on the similarity of recreational uses 
of rivers and their corridors in the tri-forest area.  These recreational uses primarily include 
hiking, nature study, fishing, picnicking, wildlife viewing, hunting, rafting or kayaking, and 
camping.  The similarity of recreational uses in rivers throughout the region of comparison is 
due to similarities across the region in landscape setting, flow regimes, stream sizes, biological 
characteristics, and general range of vegetation types of rivers and their corridors. 

• Geology- The Tri-Forest Region of comparison is well suited for determining geologic ORVs as it 
includes a large portion of both the Colorado Plateau and Southern Rocky Mountain 
physiographic provinces.  These provinces contain most of the Santa Fe National Forest, so are 
good comparisons. 

• Fisheries- The Santa Fe National Forest resides just below the headwaters of the Rio Grande 
basin. Although an enormous and diverse basin, species composition and aquatic characteristics 
are most similar to the stretches in the upper reaches of the river system. High elevation, cold-
water fisheries are more common in these stretches than further downstream. 
 



Figure 1 Proposed Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Analysis Regions of Comparison 
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