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The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (WSRA) (1b) establishes a set of resource categories that may have Oustandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs). The Forest Service 
has established baseline criteria to foster greater consistency within the agency and with other Federal river-administering agencies in evaluating eligibility 
under Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 82.73a. These baseline criteria set minimum thresholds to establish ORVs.  

In February 2017, the interdisciplinary team (ID Team) reviewed the FSH 1909.12 Chapter 80 baseline or boiler plate language for eligibility criteria for scenery, 
recreation, historic, pre-historic, fish species and habitat, wildlife species and habitat, botany and geology. The ID Team for the most part kept the FSH 1909.12 
language with minor refinements to develop the Draft eligibility criteria for this process. For recreation, major updates were applied to the FSH 1909.12 
language for eligibility evaluation criteria and rationale for that is included after the table. 

Below are the interdisciplinary team’s recommendations for evaluation criteria for each resource. Public comments may be used to refine these prior to the 
responsible official’s decision on evaluation criteria. 

Resource FSH 1909.12 & Inter-Agency Wild and Scenic River Council 
recommendations for Eligibility Evaluation Criteria 

Draft Santa Fe Wild and Scenic River Eligibility Evaluation Criteria 

Scenic The landscape elements of landform, vegetation, water, color, and 
related factors result in notable or exemplary visual features and/or 
attractions. When analyzing scenic values, additional factors such as 
seasonal variations in vegetation, scale of cultural modifications, and 
the length of time negative intrusions are viewed, may be 
considered. Scenery and visual attractions may be highly diverse over 
the majority of the river or river segment. 

The landscape elements of landform, vegetation, water, color, and 
related factors result in notable or exemplary visual features and 
attractions, that provide river users with scenery that is spectacular or not 
common to other rivers in the region.  
Consider the following: 

• When analyzing scenic values, additional factors such as seasonal 
variations in vegetation, scale of cultural modifications, and the 
length of time negative intrusions are viewed, may be considered.  

• Scenery and visual attractions may be highly diverse over the 
majority of the river or river segment. 
 

Recreation Recreational opportunities are, or have the potential to be, popular 
enough to attract visitors from throughout or beyond the region of 
comparison or are unique or rare within the region. River-related 
opportunities include, but are not limited to, sightseeing, 
interpretation, wildlife observation, camping, photography, hiking, 
fishing, hunting, and boating. The river may provide settings for 
national or regional usage or competitive events. 

Unique, rare, or exemplary recreation features in the tri-forest region of 
comparison are found in the river corridor.  These features include the 
following opportunities:  

• fishing for Rio Grande cutthroat trout (a native trout species);  
• for solitude and experiencing unaltered aquatic and riparian 

habitats;  
• wildlife viewing (e.g. birding) or to visit areas of high biodiversity;  
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• to view unique scenery such as dramatic waterfalls or cliffs;  
• for rafting or kayaking (even if on only a seasonal basis). 

 
Geologic The river, or the area within the river corridor, contains one or more 

examples of a geologic feature, process, or phenomenon that is 
unique or rare within the region of comparison. The feature(s) may 
be in an unusually active stage of development, represent a 
“textbook” example, and/or represent a unique or rare combination 
of geologic features (erosional, volcanic, glacial, or other geologic 
structures). 

The river, or the area within the river corridor, contains one or more 
examples of a geologic feature, process, or phenomenon that is unique or 
rare within the region of comparison. The feature(s) may be in an 
unusually active stage of development, represent a “textbook” example, 
or represent a unique or rare combination of geologic features (erosional, 
volcanic, glacial, or other geologic structures). 

Fishery Fish values may be judged on the relative merits of either fish 
populations or habitat, or a combination of these river-related 
conditions. 

Fish values may be judged on the relative merits of either fish populations 
or habitat, or a combination of these river-related conditions. 

 Populations. The river is nationally or regionally an important 
producer of resident and/or anadromous fish species. Diversity of fish 
species or the presence of wild stocks and/or Federal or State listed 
or candidate threatened, endangered, or species of conservation 
concern are of particular significance. 

Populations. The river is nationally or regionally an important producer of 
resident fish species. Diversity of fish species or the presence of 
conservation populations of Rio Grande Cutthroat Trout. (A species of 
conservation concern) 
 
 

 Habitat. The river provides uniquely diverse or high quality habitat for 
fish species indigenous to the region of comparison. Exemplary 
habitat for wild stocks and/or Federal or State listed or candidate 
threatened, endangered, or species of conservation concern is of 
particular significance. 

Habitat. The river provides uniquely diverse or high quality habitat for fish 
species indigenous to the region of comparison. Exemplary habitat for Rio 
Grande Cutthroat Trout. 

Wildlife Wildlife values may be judged on the relative merits of either 
terrestrial or aquatic wildlife populations or habitat, or a combination 
of these conditions. 

Wildlife values may be judged on the relative merits of either terrestrial 
or aquatic wildlife populations or habitat, or a combination of these 
conditions. 

 Habitat. The river, or area within the river corridor, provides uniquely 
diverse or high quality habitat for wildlife of national or regional 
significance, and/or may provide unique habitat or a critical link in 
habitat conditions for Federal or State listed or candidate threatened, 
endangered species, or species of conservation concern. Contiguous 
habitat conditions are such that the biological needs of the species 
are met. 

Habitat- The river or river corridor provides uniquely diverse or uniquely 
high quality habitat for wildlife of national or regional significance (e.g. 
federal or state listed or candidate threatened or endangered species or 
species of conservation concern), particularly where such habitats meet 
the year-round or important seasonal biological needs of the species 

 Populations. The river, or area within the river corridor, contains 
nationally or regionally important populations of indigenous wildlife 
species. Of particular significance are species diversity, species 

Populations. The river or river corridor contains nationally or regionally 
important populations as defined by a high diversity (richness or 
evenness)  
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considered to be unique, and/or populations of Federal or State 
listed or candidate threatened or endangered species, or species of 
conservation concern. 
 

Consider the following species: 
• At risk riparian dependent species 
• Other indigenous wildlife species, particularly federal or state 

listed or candidate threatened or endangered species or species 
of conservation concern.  

 
Cultural The river, or area within the river corridor, contains important 

evidence of occupation or use by humans. Sites may have national or 
regional importance for interpreting history or prehistory. 

The river, or area within the river corridor, contains important evidence 
of historic or pre-historic occupation or use by humans.  Sites may have 
regional or national importance for interpreting history or prehistory. 
Traditional cultural uses within or adjacent to a river corridor may be 
identified as places and characteristics important to the cultural identity 
of a community. 

 History. Site(s) or feature(s) associated with a significant event, an 
important person, or a cultural activity of the past that was rare or 
one-of-a-kind in the region. A historic site or feature, in most cases, is 
50 years old or older. 

History.  Site(s) or feature(s) are associated with a significant event, an 
important person, or a cultural activity of the past that is now rare or 
unique in the region. A historic site or feature, in most cases, is 50 years 
old or older dating after AD 1539. 

 Pre-history. Sites may have unique or rare characteristics or 
exemplary human interest value; represent an area where a culture 
or cultural period was first identified and described; may have been 
used concurrently by two or more cultural groups, or may have been 
used for rare sacred purposes. 

Prehistory.  Site(s) or feature(s) associated with prehistoric human use or 
occupation may have unique or rare characteristics or exemplary 
anthropological value such as evidence of prehistoric human practices 
and modes of living dating prior to contact with European cultures (AD 
1539).   

  Traditional Cultural Use. Places and characteristics of traditional uses may 
be defined as areas with certain physical or biological attributes, 
geographic features, or non-place-based characteristics such as solitude 
and associated with traditional communities that have a history of use 
longer than 50 years. 

Botanical  The river or river corridor contains nationally or regionally important 
botanical populations as defined by a high diversity (richness or 
evenness).  
Consider the following species: 

• At risk riparian dependent species 
• Other indigenous botanical species, particularly federal or state 

listed or candidate threatened or endangered species or species 
of conservation concern.  

 
Natural Other Values. While no specific national evaluation guidelines have 

been developed for the “other similar values” category, 
Besides botanical resources, no additional natural values were identified 
that trigger a need to develop additional draft criteria. Hydrologic 
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determinations consistent with the foregoing guidance and section 
82.14 may be developed, for other values that may be outstandingly 
remarkable, including, but not limited to, botanic, hydrologic, 
paleontologic, scientific, and heritage values 

components of the river will be accounted for in the free flowing 
determinations. 

 

 

Rationale: 

Recreation- Forest Service Handbook guidance (FSH 1909.12 §82.73a[2]) provides suggested criteria for establishing outstandingly remarkable values, and 
indicates that the criteria “… may be modified and additional criteria may be included to make them more meaningful in the region of comparison.”  With 
respect to recreation, the guidance provides criteria including “Recreational opportunities are high quality and attract, or have the potential to attract visitors 
from throughout or beyond the region of comparison; or the recreational opportunities are unique or rare within the region.”  Because surface water is 
relatively limited in the Southwest, any area near water that is readily accessible typically receives relatively high recreation use and may attract people from all 
over.  This does not in and of itself indicate that recreational opportunities are high quality.  Consequently, the focus is on unique or rare recreational 
opportunities within the region. 

 


