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Current Plan Balancing Restoration and Utilization Emphasizing Natural Processes Emphasizing Utilization

(Alternative 1 - No Action) (Alternative 2 - Draft Plan) (Alternative 3) (Alternative 4)

Summary

Many vegetation types (frequent fire low severity, 
grasslands, riparian) and overall ecosystem resiliency 
are in need of restoration. A sustainable recreation 
program, infrastructure that helps keep the forest 
accessible, and the range program were also 
highlighted in the need for change based on the 
Assessment. 

Balances mechanical thinning and fire for 
restoration, road and trail maintenance for 
restoration purposes, and recommended wilderness 
or other protected areas.

Emphasizes fire for restoration treatments, road 
and trail decommissioning for restoration, 
recommended wilderness or other protected areas.

Emphasizes mechanical thinning to support local 
economies and road and trail maintenance for 
access. No recommended wilderness.

Vegetation
There are no desired conditions for vegetation types  
specified, making it difficult to restore vegetation.

Focuses on extractive timber products, primarily 
using mechanical thinning supplemented by 
prescribed fire. Some wildland fire can be used, 
although there are restrictions that require 
suppression. 

Aims to accomplish restoration goals with a balance 
of mechanical thinning (A5) and fire (wildfire and 
prescribed) in fire adapted ecosystems (A). 

Aims to accomplish restoration goals emphasizing 
fire (wildfire and prescribed), using mechanical 
thinning only in select situations (A). 

Aims to accomplish restoration goals primarily using 
mechanical thinning, also  providing forest products 
to support local economies (A5). Wildland fire still 
allowed (not suppressed) when appropriate (A). 
Consider objectives for logging in vegetation types 
that don't need restoration (spruce fir, mixed 
conifer) to support local infrastructure an economy 
(A5). 

Plan components sometimes require fire 
suppression, usually based on fire intensity or flame 
lengths, not on the ground conditions.

The current plan is silent on carbon. 

Plan components  allow for a mix of mechanical 
thinning and prescribed fire, which strikes a balance 
between carbon storage (removing trees through 
thinning) and carbon release (fire) (A4).

Plan components would emphasize fire for 
vegetation restoration, which would release more 
carbon into the atmosphere than with thinning (A4). 
However, any restoration of fire-adapted vegetation 
types would reduce the threat of releasing large 
amounts of carbon as a result of uncharacteristic 
wildfire in untreated landscapes.

Plan components emphasize using mechanical 
thinning for vegetation restoration, which would 
release less carbon as  wood products are removed 
and reused instead of burned (A4).  Prescribed fire 
can supplement. 

Desired habitat conditions only exist for  select 
wildlife species, typically game, sensitive, and 
endangered. Desired conditions for general wildlife 
habitat (vegetation types) are not specified.

No specific considerations exist for wildlife 
connectivity.

Plan components specifically promote wildlife 
connectivity while others that emphasize restoration 
would improve wildlife habitats and provide for 
wildlife connectivity  (A1). 

Plan components specifically promote wildlife 
connectivity while others that emphasize 
restoration would improve wildlife habitats and 
provide for wildlife connectivity  (A1). Objectives for 
more road decommissioning and more protected 
areas like recommended wilderness may 
additionally improve wildlife habitat connectivity  
(A1).

Plan components specifically promote wildlife 
connectivity  (A1). However, objectives for more 
road and trail maintenance for traditional and 
cultural uses (B1) and increased recreation (C) may 
diminish wildlife habitat connectivity as well. Fewer 
protected areas, like recommended wilderness, may 
also decrease wildlife habitat connectivity.

Riparian Impacts to riparian areas minimized, but there are no 
components that aid in restoration of these areas.

Objectives emphasize riparian restoration while plan 
components specify restored conditions and how to 
minimize impacts in riparian areas (A2). 

There would be more objectives for restoration in 
riparian areas, including an increased emphasis on 
decommissioning roads and trails that are degrading 
riparian areas (A2). These actions would decrease 
access to riparian areas, possibly limiting uses such 
as recreation there.

There would be fewer objectives for  riparian 
restoration. Increased objectives for road and trail 
maintenance may result in these actions occurring 
in riparian areas since they  can be popular for 
traditional and cultural (B) uses as well as recreation 
(C). 

Traditional and 
Cultural Ways 

of Life

The unique cultural environment of northern New 
Mexico is cited in the forest-wide goals. Most plan 
components focus specifically on tribes while other 
traditional community issues are not addressed as 
specifically. No specific considerations exist regarding 
the forest's role in sustaining traditional and cultural 
ways of life.

Range

The current plan focuses on maintaining rangelands 
and quality range forage, but does not emphasize 
this in ecosystems where this is sustainable or where 
forage is necessarily high quality.

Roads and 
Access

Plan components specify that access (via the road 
system) balances the need for public access, land 
management, resource protection, user safety, and 
cost effectiveness. Resources benefited by road 
construction, maintenance, and closing varies across 
the forest (determined by management areas).

Objectives for road decommissioning and 
maintenance are tied to restoration, leaving a 
manageable system for public and administrative 
access (B1, C). Other plan components limit road 
construction in semi-primitive areas,  riparian areas 
(A2), or where roads impair water quality or have 
excessive erosion (A3).  New roads are accompanied 
by other roads being decommissioned. 

Plan components would further emphasize road 
decommissioning to improve ecological conditions 
including wildlife habitat connectivity (A1), riparian 
areas (A2),  water quality, and soil erosion (A3). 
Objectives for road maintenance would be 
diminished, no new roads would be built, although 
few temporary roads could be allowed.

Plan components would emphasize road 
maintenance to increases access traditional and 
cultural uses (B), for removal of forest products 
including fuelwood (A6, B1) , and for recreation 
uses and access (C). Objectives for road 
decommissioning are diminished and new 
permanent and temporary roads may be built, 
especially for mechanical thinning (A5), or providing 
for traditional and cultural uses (B1).

Plan components limit motorized recreation to 
routes specified on the MVUM, which is a reduction 
of available use prior to the Travel Management 
decision (2012). No specific considerations exist for 
over snow vehicle travel.

Plan components specify motorized use for access 
for traditional and cultural uses (B1), recreation (C), 
and other access as per the MVUM. Objectives for 
restoration and road decommissioning reduce the 
likelihood of expanding motorized recreation in the 
life of the plan. Require minimum snow depth for 
over snow vehicle travel.

Plan components specify motorized use for access 
for traditional and cultural uses (B1), recreation (C), 
and other access as per the MVUM. Increased 
objectives for decommissioning roads for 
restoration purposes (A) may further decrease the 
likelihood of expanding motorized recreation in the 
life of this plan. Prohibit over snow vehicle travel.

Plan components specify motorized use for access 
for traditional and cultural uses (B1), recreation (C), 
and other access as per the MVUM. Increased 
objectives for road and trail maintenance may 
increase the likelihood of expanding motorized 
recreation in the life of this plan (C). A management 
area with a motorized recreation focus could be 
proposed (C).

Plan components minimize impacts of new and 
existing trails to riparian zones and wet meadows 
while trail maintenance gives priority to safety, 
followed by resource damage and design standards.  
Vegetation management prescriptions vary by 
management area.

Plan components ensure the design, construction, 
and maintenance of trails are consistent with user 
demands, enhance the recreation experience, 
diminish user conflicts, and minimize damage to 
other resources (A, C).

Plan components emphasize closing or 
decommissioning trails that have contributed to 
significant erosion, sedimentation, invasive species 
growth, or other resource damage (A), especially in 
riparian areas (A2). No new trails may be built.

Objectives for trail maintenance increase (C). 
Consider objectives for new trails (including a trail 
plan) and  standards or guidelines that allow for 
single-use trails (C). 

Wilderness
Two areas are managed as recommended wilderness 
(Enchanted Lakes and Grace Tract), which primarily 
means they are non-motorized.

Select areas are managed as recommended 
wilderness (D).

The most areas managed as recommended 
wilderness in any alternative (D).

No areas are managed as recommended wilderness 
(D).

Management 
Areas

The entire forest is divdided into management areas 
with different resource emphasis, which may or may 
not still be appropriate.

Management areas will be focused on areas that have at least one different desired condition and possibly different plan components than the forest wide plan components. 
Management areas may vary in Alternatives 2-4 depending on the emphasis of the management area and the theme of the alternative. This will be determined after public 
input on management areas and alternatives in March 2017.

Use this spreadsheet in conjunction with the "Issues for Forest Plan Revision" document to see how the issues are addressed through the following alternatives and how the themes of each alternative relates to the issues. Letter and number codes from 
the issues document are referenced in bold below.

Recreation

Alternatives show a reasonable range of possibilities for meeting the goals of the Forest Plan and are driven by the issues. Analysis of the effects of each Alternative are used by the decision maker in picking an alternative or pieces from different 
alternatives for the decision. 

Resource

Desired conditions for vegetation types specify restored conditions (often historical condition) (A).

Plan components specify  fire suppression only to achieve desired conditions or for safety (A).

Desired conditions for restored vegetation conditions would provide better wildlife habitats for all species, including at-risk and game (A1).

Fire, Forest 
Products, and 
Restoration

Wildlife

Traditional and cultural ways of life are highlighted as a resource in the plan and plan components recognize the link between these uses and the forest (B). 
Separate subsections exist for tribes, land grant communities, rural historic communities, and cultural resources and archaeology.

Restoration of departed vegetation types would improve grass and forb abundance throughout the forest, providing increased forage for livestock grazing (B2). 
Healthy upland ecosystems would provide more and better forage than is available currently, potentially diminishing livestock impacts on riparian and other 
sensitive areas (A1, A2, A3). 
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Designated 
Areas

Designated areas are managed to maintain unique or special characteristics found there. Current designated areas will not change as they are typically statutorily designated  by Congress or administratively 
designated by the Regional Forester, Secretary, or other official. There may be new recommended designated areas in Alternatives 2-4, which may vary depending on the theme of the alternative.


	Sheet1

