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Issues serve to highlight effects of unintended consequences that may occur from the project. 
They are identified to provide opportunities during the analysis to reduce adverse effects and 
compare trade-offs for the decision maker and public to understand. 
 
Four major issues were identified for the Forest Plan. The majority of these issues were 
identified from public comment, specifically comments on the Notice of Intent, published in the 
Federal Register on June 30, 2016. Additional public comments throughout the process 
supplemented these scoping comments. 
 
Use this document in conjunction with the “Alternative Themes” spreadsheet to see how the mix 
of issues is addressed through the alternatives and understand how the issues drove the 
alternative themes. Letter and number codes for issues below are referenced in that spreadsheet. 
 
A. Watershed and Vegetation Restoration 

There is an increased desire for restoration of watersheds and vegetation types which 
includes reintegrating fire (both wildfire and prescribed fire) into the landscape where 
appropriate. Some want to see this done more with prescribed fire while others want more 
mechanical thinning and timber extraction 
Specific subsets of this include: 

1. Wildlife habitats that support naturally occurring plants and animals, especially 
Species of Conservation Concern, and connectivity of these habitats. 

2. Riparian areas protection in light of conflicts with other uses (e.g., recreation and 
trails, roads, and grazing). 

3. Water meets State water quality standards and soil is protected from excessive 
erosion during management activities 

4. The forest is protected as a carbon sink. Increased restoration mitigates impacts of 
future climate change.  

5. Access for mechanical thinning and timber extraction is maintained, and timber 
products are available to supports local communities and economies. 
 

B. Sustaining Traditional and Cultural Ways of Life 
The Forest is an integral component of sustaining communities that rely on it as part of their 
traditional and cultural practices. Many of these communities expressed the desire for less 
encumbered access to practice these traditional and cultural activities. 

1. Access to the forest for fuelwood and other forest products, maintenance of acequias, 
sacred sites, and other practices integral to local traditional and cultural ways of life. 

2. Healthy ecosystems provide enough forage for sustainable livestock grazing 
practices. 

 
C. Recreation 

There is a desire for increased recreation within the forest, motorized and non-motorized, as 
well as better maintained and new recreation trails.  

 
D. Wilderness and Protected Ares (Management Areas) 

There are polarizing desires for the amount of recommended Wilderness areas on the Forest, 
as well as other areas that would have more limited use. 
Additional subsets of this include: 

1. Managing for National Scenic Trails and National Historic trails to meet desired 
visitor experiences. 

2. Addressing and recommending appropriate Wild and Scenic Rivers 


