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Caja Del Rio Wildlife and Cultural Interpretive Management Area 

 

The Caja del Rio lies west of Santa Fe bounded on the west by the White Rock to Cochiti Canyon of the 
Rio Grande.  Not conforming to the typical notion of Forest land, the Caja contains abundant cultural 
and biological resources.  Its proximity to Santa Fe and its relative remoteness provide recreational 
opportunities that have been exploited by the local population.  Once only moderately accessible 
construction of the 599 bypass has made access easier and increased the threat to resources of critical 
value as a result of an increase in use by the local population.   

Although Travel Management significantly reduced the allowable level of motorized access on the Caja it 
still receives a significant amount of unauthorized motorized access as well as unauthorized cross-
country travel.  The area contains nationally significant cultural resources including the Ancestral homes 
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of modern Pueblo communities and the intact remains of historic roads and trails such as the original 
alignment of Route 66 and the Camino Real del Tierra Adentro.   

Biologically the area is diverse in both plant and animal species as well as varying environmental zones 
including its status as an Important Bird Area (IBA) including Golden and Bald Eagles as well as Peregrine 
Falcon.  Its grasslands and other habitats provide habitat for declining grassland bird species as well as 
other sensitive species.  Other habitats, such as intermittent ponds and playas, support aquatic life.  The 
interplay between the locally diverse environments, and bird and animal species, is unique when 
compared to other areas of the Forest including the range from steep canyon riparian to open grassland 
on the south end and rugged volcanic country on the plateau above the river. 

The area complements both National Park Service and Forest Service wilderness areas across the Rio 
Grande in the Dome Wilderness and Bandelier National Monument.  The western portion of the Caja del 
Rio is remote and difficult to access by vehicle especially since implementation of Travel Management.  
This continuity along the corridor of the Rio Grande provides a road-free area through which wildlife can 
move freely across the river and provides a crucial component for maintaining habitat connectivity. 

Desired Conditions 
1. The natural character of the Caja del Rio supports wildlife diversity and maintains the cultural 

integrity found there while providing interpretive opportunities for the public to learn and value 
these resources, in an area easily accessible to metropolitan Santa Fe. 

2. The biological and cultural value of the area is recognized both internally and by the public.  

3. Education and recreation opportunities exist for National Historic Trails that have local and 
national interest, including the Camino Real del Tierra Adentro and Route 66.   

Objectives 
1. Within five years of plan implementation, develop off-site interpretive materials (e.g., remote 

exhibits, brochures, website information) for: 

a.  Portions of the National Historic Trails on the Caja del Rio to promote a sense of 
discovery for visitors. 

b. Opportunities to view and protect the unique flora and fauna in the area.  

Standards 
1. No new roads or trails will be constructed. Existing roads can be maintained or reconstructed.  

2. Maximize use of existing utility line corridors for additional utility line needs. New utility 
corridors and communication sites will not be allowed.  

3. No ground disturbing military maneuvers will be allowed. 

Guidelines 
1. Construction of temporary roads should be avoided unless required by a valid permitted activity 

or for management actions that would help meet desired conditions for wildlife, including 
vegetation conditions, or managing of cultural resources. If authorized, temporary roads should 
be constructed and maintained at the lowest maintenance level needed for the intended. 
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2. No new Range infrastructure should be constructed unless doing so benefits wildlife habitat 
(e.g., water structures). 

3. Livestock use of natural watering holes should be discouraged using adaptive range 
management strategies. 

4. Low flying altitude maneuvers for permitted military activities should only be allowed during 
times that avoid breeding seasons for known populations of at-risk species.  

5. To promote a sense of discovery and preserve the wild and natural characteristics and features, 
interpretation about the wildlife and cultural features of the Caja del Rio should not include 
permanent developed interpretive facilities on the Caja del Rio.  

Management Approaches 
1. Consider closures (e.g., target shooting or drone use) to protect wildlife and maintain increased 

potential for wildlife viewing opportunities. 

2. Conduct condition assessments and develop stabilization plans on significant ancestral pueblos. 

3. Discourage low flying aircraft in or near canyons to avoid effects to at-risk wildlife species. 
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Canada Bonita Proposed Research Natural Area 

 
Research Natural Areas (RNAs) are ecosystems in relatively pristine conditions and are designated to 
maintain these natural features. They are excellent for studying ecosystems or their component parts 
and for monitoring long-term ecological change. RNAs are administratively designated by the Regional 
Forester and the Research Station Director. The Canada Bonito Management Area has been proposed 
for designation as a Research Natural Area because of its high quality Thurber fecue grassland, but has 
yet to be designated. In the meantime, it will be managed to preserve those values that make it suitable 
for designation as an RNA. 
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Desired Conditions 
1. The Canada Bonito MA is natural appearing and ecological processes (e.g., plant succession, fire, 

and insect and disease) function with limited human influences.  

2. The Canada Bonito MA is an area for the study of ecosystems and ecological processes, including 
succession, and serve as baseline areas for measuring ecological change from disturbances or 
stressors like climate change. 

Standards 
1. No surface occupancy for minerals, geothermal, or oil and gas extraction shall be allowed.  

2. Vegetation manipulation or removal of forest products for commercial purposes and personal 
use (including firewood) shall not be permitted or authorized, unless it is necessary to maintain 
the ecological process or the natural characteristics which make The Canada Bonito MA suitable 
for designation as an RNA.  

3. New trail construction shall not be permitted. 

4. Special use permits must not be permitted, except for research that would not lead to long-term 
effects on the characteristics specific to the Canada Bonito MA. 

5. Only non-motorized, day use recreational activities are allowed in the Canada Bonito MA.  

6. New roads must not be constructed and closed roads shall not be opened.  

7. Campfires are not allowed. 

8. New utility corridors must not be permitted or authorized. 

Guidelines 
1. Management activities should be consistent with the corresponding scenic integrity objective. 

Management Approaches 
1. Collaborate with appropriate agencies and universities regarding scientific opportunities. 

2. Encourage partnerships and volunteers to provide onsite interpretation and monitoring. 

3. Mark the boundary of the Canada Bonito MA and use kiosks to educate the public about the MA 
purpose, permitted, and prohibited activities. 
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Nogales Cliff House Cultural Interpretive Management Area 

 

Nogales Cliff House consists of a cliff dwelling complex of mud and stone structures constructed on the 
west side of the wall of Spring Canyon on the Cuba Ranger District.  It is associated with the 
archaeologically defined Gallina culture a pre-contact period group of Ancestral Pueblo people defined 
by archaeologists as living between the San Juan Basin and the Rio Chama and south of the San Juan 
River but north of the Jemez Mountains.  Nogales Cliff House dates from the late 12th to the middle 13th 
centuries.  It is the largest of cliff dwellings in the Gallina region.  

This type of site is rare in the area but characterized by architecture typical in a region where most sites 
occur in the open.  Nogales is centered within an area containing the archaeological remains of the 12th 
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and 3th century Gallina.  The site is located in a scenic and steep-sided canyon but is surrounded by the 
remains of an extensive 12th and 13th century occupation and may have formed the central location in 
that community towards the end of the occupation. 

The site has long attracted the interest of archaeologists and recreationalists as well.  It was excavated 
in the late 1930s.  Since then some stabilization has been conducted but the site is the recipient of 
repeated visitation and vandalism, as well as effects from erosion.  In the 1990s a recreation trail was 
constructed from the bottom of Spring Canyon to address continuing interest in the site.  Interest in the 
site continues including publication of its location and information both online and in print.  The site 
receives frequent visitation including private recreationalists and guided tours.  The surrounding area 
also provides additional opportunities for visitors to experience less developed sites and gives them an 
additional sense of discovery and wonder at the archaeological remains associated with the Cliff House 
but which also presents a long-term management challenge for the Ranger District and the Forest. 

Desired Conditions 
1. The adobe walls and other structural fabric of the Cliff House and its associated structures is 

structurally sound and in good condition. 

2. Visitors have a high quality experience to the site and access it safely without causing further 
impacts to the architectural remains. 

3. Interpretation and educational materials provide a sense of what it was like to live in Spring 
Canyon and among the Gallina culture in the 12th and 13th centuries. 

4. Opportunities exist for research, exploration and documentation for volunteers interested in 
learning about the archaeology of the region as well as learning more about the larger 
community that sustained Nogales Cliff House.  

Objectives 
1. Within five years develop at least one on-site sustainable interpretive tool that provides 

interpretation and educational information about the site. 

2. Within two years complete and stabilize the entire trail on the site to provide for site protection 
and visitor safety. 

Guidelines 
1. Structures should be stabilized using National Park Service Historic Preservation standards. 

2. Viewing areas for the site should be located far enough from architectural structures and 
remains to prevent damage during construction of new areas for visitor access and by visitors.  

3. A Forest Service representative (e.g., staff, law enforcement, volunteers) should be present at 
the site during high use holiday weekends to ensure site protection as well as provide 
interpretive information.  

4. When the site’s architectural elements are damaged, it should be closed to visitors until the 
damage has been remediated and mitigation measures against future damages have been 
implemented. 
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Management Approaches 
1. Coordinate with other groups, including tribes and pueblos, to construct the trail; develop 

interpretive materials; and provide personnel during high visitation times. 

2. Consider an intensive cultural resource survey of the community radius of the Nogales Cliff 
House and its surrounding area to document the full extent of the site itself and better 
understand its context in the surrounding landscape. 

3. Develop a management plan guiding interpretation and stabilization for the site. 

a. Complete a baseline condition and stabilization needs assessment of the architectural 
remains of the sites.  

b. Conduct periodic follow-up assessments every two years to evaluate the impacts of 
visitation on the site. 
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Poshuouinge Cultural Interpretive Management Area 

 

Poshuouinge is a large Ancestral Tewa pueblo and consists of the architectural remains of a double-plaza 
multiroom pueblo located on a bench above the Rio Chama on the Espanola Ranger District near the 
village of Abiquiu.  Construction was primarily adobe turtlebacks laid up in courses with the occasional 
cobble for reinforcement and had multiple stories.  It was occupied by the ancestors of the modern day 
Tewa pueblo communities that occupy the Espanola Valley.  It is one of a number of large Classic Period 
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pueblos occupying the basin of the Rio Chama.  Built around A.D. 1420 it was abandoned prior to A.D. 
1500 prior to the entry of Europeans to the northern hemisphere.  It had line of site visibility to a 
number of other large Classic Period pueblos occupied around the same time.  The site was excavated in 
the early 20th century using laborers from the modern Tewa communities.  It has been a continuous 
draw to locals and recreational visitors because of its scenic beauty and its location near the highway 
and Abiquiu. The historic occupation of Abiquiu and its associated communities is also responsible for an 
historic overlay of early historic materials including Spanish, Ute and Apache visitors.  This visitation has 
been responsible for continuous deterioration and vandalism on the site.  In the early 1990s an 
interpretive trail was constructed from a hardened parking lot at the base of the bench the site 
occupies.  The trail receives intensive use by locals for exercise and is also visited by recreational visitors. 

Interest in the site continues including publication of its location and information both online and in 
print.  The site receives frequent visitation including private recreationalists and guided tours.  Access to 
the site is by a trail from the paved parking area along a short trail that leads visitors to two separate 
overlooks above the site with the intent to limit human presence on the site.  Poshu serves the same 
purpose as a local city park for many of the locals and management should account for that.  The 
management area boundary includes a large area that likely encompasses the majority of the 
Poshuouinge community located on public land.  Because of local erosive conditions on the site 
significant cultural deposits are frequently exposed that require intervention by the Forest Heritage staff 
and appropriate treatment may include collection, reburial, analysis and land stabilization including 
consultation with traditional communities such as the descendant Tewa pueblos and the village of 
Abiquiu. 

Desired Conditions 
1. The trail is in sufficient condition to provide a rural but moderately accessible experience for 

visitors as well as a quality visitor experience to view the site.  

2. Visitors access the site safely and without causing impacts to the architectural remains of the 
site. 

3. Interpretation and educational materials province a sense of what it was like to live among the 
Ancestral Tewa the 13th and 14th centuries. 

4. Opportunities exist for research, exploration and documentation for volunteers interested in 
learning about the archaeology of the region as well as learning more about the larger 
community that sustained Poshuouingue.  

Objectives 
1. Within five years develop at least one on-site sustainable interpretive tool that provides 

interpretation and educational information about the site. 

2. Within two years complete and stabilize the entire trail on the site to provide for site protection 
and visitor safety. 

Guidelines 
1. Structures should be stabilized using National Park Service Historic Preservation standards. 

Management Approaches 
1. Coordinate with the local community of Abiquiu to discuss local access and needs on the site. 
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2. Consider an intensive cultural resource survey of the community radius of the Poshuouinge 
community and its surrounding area to document the full extent of the site itself and better 
understand its context in the surrounding landscape.   

3. Develop a management plan guiding implementation and stabilization for the site. 

a. Complete a baseline condition and stabilization needs assessment of the architectural 
remains of the site. 

b. Conduct periodic follow-up assessments every two years to evaluate the impacts of 
visitation on the site. 
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Rattlesnake Ridge Cultural Interpretive Management Area 

 

Rattlesnake Ridge consists of a large widely distributed set of archaeological resources consisting of pit 
houses, surface houses, surface features and other site elements on a large ridge on the north end of 
the Cuba Ranger District.  It is associated with the archaeologically defined Gallina culture a pre-contact 
period group of Ancestral Pueblo people defined by archaeologists as living between the San Juan Basin 
and the Rio Chama and south of the San Juan River but north of the Jemez Mountains.  The dates from 
the early 12th to the middle 13th centuries.  The archaeological remains on the mesa consist of a number 
of clusters of architectural features excavated in the 1950s and 1980s as typical remains of Gallina open 
sites. 
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Some stabilization has been conducted but the site is the recipient of repeated visitation and vandalism, 
as well as effects from erosion.  In the 1990s a recreation trail was constructed from a new road and 
parking area intentionally designed to provide an accessible rural experience to physically challenged 
individuals.  The layout of the trail is perfect for display of interpretive signs.  Interest in the site 
continues including publication of its location and information both online and in print.  The site receives 
frequent visitation including private recreationalists and guided tours.  The surrounding area also 
provides additional opportunities for visitors to experience less developed sites and gives them an 
additional sense of discovery and wonder at the archaeological remains associated with Rattlesnake 
Ridge larger community but which also presents a long-term management challenge for the Ranger 
District and the Forest. 

Desired Conditions 
1. The trail is in sufficient condition to provide a rural accessible experience for all, including 

physically challenged visitors. 

2. Visitors have a high quality experience to the site and access it safely without causing further 
impacts to the architectural remains. 

3. Interpretation and educational materials provide a sense of what it was like to live among the 
Gallina culture in the 12th and 13th centuries. 

4. Opportunities exist for research, exploration and documentation for volunteers interested in 
learning about the archaeology of the region as well as learning more about the larger 
community that sustained Rattlesnake Ridge.  

Objectives 
1. Within five years develop at least one on-site sustainable interpretive tool that provides 

interpretation and educational information about the site. 

2. Within two years complete and stabilize the entire trail on the site to provide for accessibility, 
site protection and visitor safety. 

Guidelines 
1. Structures should be stabilized using National Park Service Historic Preservation standards. 

2. Viewing areas for the site should be located far enough away from architectural structures to 
prevent damage during construction of new areas for visitor access and visitors to the site. 

3. A Forest Service representative (e.g., staff, law enforcement, volunteers) should be present at 
the site during high use holiday weekends to ensure site protection as well as provide 
interpretive information. 

4. When the site’s architectural elements are damaged, it should be closed to visitors until the 
damage has been remediated and mitigation measures against future damages have been 
implemented.  

Management Approaches 
1. Coordinate with other groups, including tribes and pueblos, to construct the trail; develop 

interpretive materials; and provide personnel during high visitation times. 
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2. Consider intensive cultural survey of the community radius of Rattlesnake Ridge and its 
surrounding area to document the full extent of the site itself and better understand its context 
in the surrounding landscape.  

3. Develop a management plan guiding interpretation and stabilization for the site. 

a. Complete a baseline condition and stabilization needs assessment of the architectural 
remains of the site. 

b. Conduct periodic follow-up assessments every two years to evaluate the impacts of 
visitation on the site. 
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Tsipinuouinge Cultural Interpretive Management Area 

 

Tsipinuouinge is a large Ancestral Tewa pueblo and consists of the architectural remains of a single 
multiroom pueblo located on a prominent mesa on the Coyote Ranger District.  It was occupied by the 
ancestors of the modern day Tewa pueblo communities that occupy the Espanola Valley.  It is the 
northern most pueblo of a sequence of large Classic Period pueblos occupying the basin of the Rio 
Chama.  Built around A.D. 1275 it was abandoned prior to A.D. 1450 prior to the entry of Europeans to 
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the northern hemisphere.  Constructed from loaf shaped blocks of volcanic tuff and standing multiple 
stories with cavate rooms on the eastern side it must have presented a formative image to people 
entering the basin of the Rio Chama.  It also stood as a gatehouse to the stone tool raw material sources 
of Cerro Pedernal and Cerro Polvadera.  The site was never formally excavated but has been a 
continuous draw because of its scenic beauty and superlative archaeology to locals and recreational 
visitors.  This visitation has been responsible for continuous deterioration and vandalism on the site.  To 
control access to the site the original trail from the village of Canones was obliterated and a new 
switchback trail was built from the top of Polvadera Mesa down to the south edge of the site in the 
1990s. 

Interest in the site continues including publication of its location and information both online and in 
print.  The site receives frequent visitation including private recreationalists and guided tours.  Access to 
the site is by permit intended to discourage access from Canones and promote access from the trail to 
the south and above the site.  While focus of community life in Tsipin would have been into the canyons 
surrounding Canones the presence of private land limits forest management in that area.  The 
management area boundary includes the access trail as well as the canyon and mesa top on Forest land 
demarking the area most likely included on public land that may have been accessible to the immediate 
community of the occupants of Tsipin. 

Desired Conditions 
1. The trail follows the local conditions and steep terrain, and is a challenging experience for 

physically capable visitors. 

2. Visitors have a high quality experience to the site and through the site and access it safely. 

3. Interpretation and educational materials provide a sense of what it was like to live among the 
Ancestral Tewa the 14th and 15th centuries. 

4. Opportunities exist for research, exploration and documentation for volunteers interested in 
learning about the archaeology of the region as well as learning more about the larger 
community that sustained Tsipinuouinge.  

Objectives 
1. Within five years develop at least one on-site sustainable interpretive tool that provides 

interpretation and educational information about the site. 

2. Within two years complete and stabilize the entire trail on the site to provide for site protection 
and visitor safety. 

Standards 
1. Construct viewing areas of the architecture of the site away from architectural remains and 

prevent access to architectural elements of the site. 

2. Provide a Forest presence on the site during high use holiday weekends. 

3. Although the access trail is steep it was originally designed to provide a quality visitor 
experience while without causing undue burden on the hiker and should be maintained in the 
original alignment to offer that opportunity. 
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Guidelines 
1. Structures should be stabilized using the National Park Service Historic Preservation standards. 
2. Viewing areas for the site should be located far enough from architectural structures and 

remains to prevent damage during construction of new sites and by visitors.  

3. A Forest Service representative (e.g., staff, law enforcement, volunteers) should be present at 
the site during high use holiday weekends to ensure site protection as well as provide 
interpretive information.  

4. When the site’s architectural elements are damaged, it should be closed to visitors until the 
damage has been remediated and mitigation measures against future damages have been 
implemented. 

Management Approaches 
1. Coordinate with the local community of Canones to discuss local access and needs on the site. 
2. Consider an intensive cultural resource survey of the community radius of the larger Tsipin 

community and its surrounding area to document the full extent of the site itself and better 
understand its context in the surrounding landscape. 

3. Develop a management plan guiding interpretation and stabilization for the site. 

a. Complete a baseline condition and stabilization needs assessment of the architectural 
remains of the sites.  

b. Conduct periodic follow-up assessments every two years to evaluate the impacts of 
visitation on the site. 
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Soda Dam-Jemez Cave Management Area 

 

The boundary of this area will exclude an private property near it. 
 

Soda Dam is a large hot spring deposit formed primarily of calcium carbonate resulting from the heating 
of water via the hot rock and magma associated with the Valles Caldera.  Originally the hot springs 
overflowed over the top of the dam but the flow was stopped by removal of part of the dam due to 
construction of the highway which essentially stopped the development of the dam and moved water 
down the highway affecting the hydrologic function of the dam.  The dam continues to draw the interest 
and curiosity of people driving past the dam which at certain times of the year contributes to congestion 
in the area.  The Jemez Cave located above the highway is actually a remnant of similar geological 
formations to that of the Soda Dam.  Together both of these natural geologic features attract the 
interest of passersby and are frequently cited in tourist publications as points of interest.  The area has 
also been a traditional location associated with long-term cultural practices essential for the survival of 
the way of life of local tribal communities. 

This intense interest in the features has contributed to significant management challenges with regard 
to a number of issues including congestion, effects to the overall natural condition of the Soda Dam and 
Jemez Cave, and effects to the traditional cultural character of the area.  These challenges tend to be 
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unique with respect to the area because of the attraction of the features as well the relatively small size 
of the location.  Visitation and vandalism have the potential to result in damaging effects to the 
characteristics of the dam and cave. 

Desired Conditions 
1. The geological character of the Soda Dam is preserved and the hydrologic function of the hot 

springs are properly functioning. 

2. Visitors to the Soda Dam can appreciate its scenic value, understand the geologic and cultural 
importance of the area, and do not cause damage to the site. . 

3. Interpretive information highlights the relationship between Soda Dam, Jemez Cave and the 
geological character of the area as well as the long-term history of human use of the cave and 
dam. 

Objectives 
1. Within five years of plan implementation, develop parking and interpretive facilities that allow 

for people to view the Soda Dam without causing damage to the area and learn about reasons it 
is geologically and culturally important.  

Guideline 
1. The area should be managed for very high scenic integrity objectives, with only minor deviations 

to scenic character for interpretive displays and managing public use and access to the site.  

2. A Forest Service representative (e.g., staff, law enforcement, volunteers) should be present at 
the site during high use holiday weekends to ensure site protection as well as provide 
interpretive information.  

3. The area must be available for visitors to view it, although public access to features like Soda 
Dam and Jemez Cave may be curtailed to protect those features from damage. 

4. When the site’s features are being uncontrollably and consistently damaged, the area should be 
closed to visitors until the damage has been remediated and mitigation measures against future 
damages have been implemented. Temporary exceptions to the scenery requirements may 
occur in order to immediately implement effective ways at control visitation and access to the 
site. 

Management Approaches  
1. Coordinate with other groups, especially tribes and pueblos, on managing visitor access; 

developing interpretive materials; and providing personnel during high visitation times. 

2. Consider how the history of visitation of the dam and cave, and the impact of previously 
published descriptions affect visitor expectations. Signs can be an effective means of addressing 
these expectations as well as directing people to park only in designated areas. 

3. Consider ways to phase reduction in visitation of the area and eliminating access to the most 
sensitive features of the area while providing for visitors to still experience and enjoy the area.  
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4. Develop a management plan for the area and for Jemez Cave that addresses desires for visitor 
access as well as when the area or parts of the area may need to have more limited visitor 
access or be closed.  

Oil and Gas Leasing Area 
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This area is in the Northwest part of Forest as mapped in the EIS Oil and gas leasing project. Exploration 
and development will continue within the area analyzed in the 2008 Forest Plan Amendment under the 
appropriate regulations and stipulations. The stipulations to protect resources will be applied as 
described in the 2008 and 2012 oil and gas leasing Environmental Impact Statements (EISs). 

Desired Conditions 
1. Surface resource impacts resulting from oil and gas development do not have adverse long-term 

effects on ecosystem health or watershed conditions. 

2. Reclamation of oil and gas extraction areas restores resource damage and removes public safety 
hazards. 

Standards 
1. The following timing limitations apply to drilling operations and construction activities. These do 

not apply to daily operation and maintenance of producing wells. 

a. Prohibited during the Mexican Spotted Owl’s critical nesting and breeding period 
(between March 1 and August 31) to ensure reproductive and post-fledgling success 
within Mexican Spotted Owl Protected Activity Centers. An exception, modification, or 
waiver to the timing limitation may be granted if surveys according to protocol are 
conducted and the area is not used for nesting. A public notice and comment period is 
required prior to waiver, exception, or modification waiver of this stipulation. 

b. Prohibited during the Northern Goshawk’s critical nesting and breeding period (between 
March 1 and September 30) to ensure reproductive and post-fledgling success within 
Northern Goshawk nesting Post-Fledgling Area. An exception, modification, or waiver to 
the timing limitation may be granted if Northern Goshawk surveys show that the area is 
not used for nesting. 

c. Prohibited during the Peregrine Falcon’s critical nesting and breeding period (between 
March 1 and August 15) to ensure reproductive and post-fledgling success within 
designated Peregrine Falcon eyries. An exception, modification or waiver to the timing 
limitation may be granted if surveys show that the area is not used for nesting. 

d. Prohibited in the deer and elk winter range along the northwest edge of the oil-gas 
study area (between December 15 and March 15). An exception, modification, or waiver 
to the timing limitation may be granted if the operator demonstrates that the drilling 
and construction location would not disrupt deer and elk winter habitat. 

e. Prohibited during the critical deer fawning and elk calving period (between June 1 and 
July 31) to minimize risks to herd reproduction within important deer fawning and elk 
calving area within an area in the southern portion of the oil-gas study area which has 
been identified as important to the success of deer fawning and elk calving. An 
exception, modification, or waiver to the timing limitation may be granted if the 
operator demonstrates that the drilling and construction location would not disrupt 
deer fawning and elk calving. 

f. To protect and limit disturbances from drilling activities to at-risk species and other 
critical wildlife habitat areas, timing restrictions outlined in current and future federal 
recovery plans or forest-defined Protected Activity Centers must be followed.  
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Guidelines  
1. No surface occupancy should be allowed in the following areas: 

a. Generally narrow areas consisting of slopes of 40 percent or greater that have high 
erosion and mass wasting potential. An exception, modification, or waiver may be 
granted if onsite inspection shows that unstable or steep slopes do not exist on the 
specific site, or if the operator can demonstrate in a surface use plan of operations that 
adverse effects can be minimized and activities safely conducted without loss of long-
term site productivity. A public notice and comment period is required prior to waiver, 
exception, or modification waiver of this stipulation. 

b. Inventoried Roadless Areas. An exception, modification, or waiver may be granted if the 
Forest Plan designation changes so that the area is no longer classified as Semi-Primitive 
Non-Motorized (ROS), or if the operator can demonstrate in a surface use plan of 
operations that the activity can be conducted with minimal impacts on the Semi-
Primitive Non-Motorized characteristics within a site-specific locale. A public notice and 
comment period is required prior to waiver, exception, or modification waiver of this 
stipulation. 

c. Designated areas encompassing and surrounding Nogales Cliff House (110 acres) and 
Rattlesnake Ridge (90 acres). An exception, modification, or waiver may be granted if a 
site-specific surface use plan of operations demonstrates that adverse impacts to the 
cultural resources can be completely avoided, and clearance is obtained from the forest 
archeologist and State Historic Preservation Officer. A public notice and comment 
period is required prior to waiver, exception, or modification waiver of this stipulation. 

d. Within a 1-mile protection zone for New Mexico Office of the State Engineer recognized 
drinking water sources. An exception or modification may be granted if the operator’s 
surface and subsurface hydrology studies and mitigation plans were to show that there 
is no reasonable risk to the quality or quantity at a water source. Roads and power lines 
may cross a water source protection zone if the operator can demonstrate that it would 
have less environmental impact than other routes and that adverse effects could be 
minimized. 

2. To avoid adverse impacts to riparian and wetland resources, access roads and pipelines should  
not be located in riparian TEUs (or equivalent survey system) or where vegetation data indicates 
riparian or wetland conditions unless there are no practical alternative locations and they are 
located and designed to minimize adverse impacts to riparian or wetland resources. 

3. Within visual quality retention area (as shown on the map x), surface disturbance activities 
should be located and designed to protect visual quality or to reclaim disturbed areas to meet 
the visual quality within three years from project startup. 

4. Well pads, roads, or other surface disturbance activities that would impact highly valued cultural 
resources should be avoided or minimized. An exception, modification, or waiver may be 
granted if a site-specific surface use plan of operations demonstrates that adverse impacts to 
the cultural resources can be completely avoided and clearance is obtained from the forest 
archeologist and State Historic Preservation Officer. A public notice and comment period is 
required prior to waiver, exception, or modification waiver of this stipulation. 
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Geothermal Leasing 
The potential for this area is currently being analyzed as part of the Geothermal Energy Leasing Area EIS. 
A management area and associated plan components may be developed as appropriate depending on 
the decision. 

Recommended Wilderness 
Plan Components for recommended wilderness areas will be developed after the wilderness evaluation is 
final and there is a better understanding of whether there will be any recommended wilderness areas, 
and if there are, where they may be. 

Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers 
Plan Components for eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers will be developed after these rivers have been 
identified as part of FSH 1909.12 Chapter 80 and there is a better understanding of whether there will be 
any eligible Wild and Scenic rivers, and if there are, where they may be. 
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