
 
 

 
  

United States Department of Agriculture 

Forest Plan Revision 
Public Engagement Strategy:  Year 1 Assessment 

The purpose of the assessment phase is to rapidly 
evaluate current resource conditions and trends on the 
forest. We evaluate existing scientific data and 
information from a range of sources to understand the 
Plan area’s ecological, economic, and social dimensions. 
Public engagement in Assessment focuses on identifying 
community values and concerns related to the Forest, 
and ensuring that all relevant data sources are included.  
 
The Assessment sets the foundation for determining 
what is still working in the current Salmon and Challis 
Forest Plans, and outline what needs to be changed as 
the existing plan is revised.   
 
Throughout the Assessment phase, the Forest will be 
soliciting feedback from the public and partners about 
the existing economic, social, and ecological conditions 
and trends in and around the Forest. The Forest Plan 
Revision Team will be seeking relevant existing 
information from a variety of sources, which may 
include Federal and State agencies, tribes, research 
entities, and the public. The Forest’s goal is to complete 
the assessments within 1 year. 
 
This rapid, focused assessment is not intended to make 
decisions about how the Forest is managed; it is simply 
an opportunity for the agency to gather information 
about the types of things that will be considered and 
addressed during the next step of the planning 
process – the development of the plan. 
 

 

 

 

PUBLIC MEETINGS 
FEBRUARY 2017 

Monday, Feb. 13, 6-8 pm 
Salmon, Idaho Dept. of Fish & 
Game Conference Room 
 
Wednesday, Feb. 15, 6-8 p.m. 
Mackay, American Legion Hall 
 
Tuesday, Feb. 21, 6-8 p.m. 
Challis, American Legion Hall 
 
Thursday, Feb. 23, 3-5 p.m.  
Public Webinar 
https://usfs.adobeconnect.com/s
cnf-fpr/ 
1-877-368-5243 or 1-617-668-
3633 Access code 0120197# 
 
A workbook featuring 
assessment topics, questions the 
Forest Plan Revision Team is 
trying to answer in the 
assessment, and relevant and 
existing data sources that have 
been identified to date will be 
available at the public meetings, 
at Salmon-Challis National Forest 
supervisor’s office and ranger 
districts, and on-line at our 
website. 
http://www.fs.usda.gov/scnf/ 
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Specific ways the Salmon-Challis National Forest intends to engage the public during the 
Assessment phase include: 
-Notification that assessment phase has begun. We’ll describe the topics being assessed, request 
help identifying relevant existing sources of data and information, and announce public meeting 
dates. (January 2017) 

• Publish in Federal Register 
• Press releases to Challis Messenger, 

Salmon Recorder Herald, Arco Advertiser, 
Idaho Falls Post Register, Idaho Mountain 
Express, Idaho Statesman, Star News 
(Valley County), KSRA Radio  

• Direct e-mail or regular mail to Forest 
Plan Revision mailing list, including 
elected officials, Shoshone-Bannock and 
Nez Perce Tribes, cooperating agencies, 
and other interested individuals 

• Post on Forest Plan Revision webpage, 
Facebook and Twitter accounts 

-Topical workshops. Select issues where there is a high level of interest and a need for shared 
understanding. (estimated April – June 2017) 

• Document these workshops and make content available to those who were not able to attend. 
Strategies may include short videos, fact sheets, and newsletters. 

-Notification that draft assessments are available for review (August-September 2017) 
-Workshops and/or field trips to highlight important trends from topics of interest and begin 
discussing the Need for Change (August – October 2017) 
-Publication of final assessments and notification they are available to public (December 2017) 
-Prepare a public engagement strategy review and post on-line. (January 2018) 
 
During the assessment phase, members of the public, cooperating agencies, and tribes have many 
different opportunities to engage with varying levels of time commitment.    

Time 
Commitment  

 
Examples of Public Involvement  

Low Sign up for the Forest Plan Revision mailing list.  Read information posted to the 
Forest Plan Revision website to gain basic knowledge of assessment topics and 
findings. 

Medium Suggest a published study that addresses wildland fire behavior in beetle-killed 
lodgepole pine forests. Provide feedback about the type of economic data used for 
your county or your business sector. 

High Participate in workshops or field trips focusing on assessment topics such as 
recreation, wildfire, or economic conditions. 

The 2012 Planning Rule encourages Forests 
to conduct intentional outreach to groups that 

traditionally do not participate in processes 
like forest planning. One such group in our 

planning area is young people. The Salmon-
Challis National Forest will be working with 

area teachers and other individuals who lead 
youth activities to explore creative ways to 

make forest planning relevant to this 
important audience. We’ll document these 

efforts and their outcomes for inclusion in our 
Public Engagement Strategy review. 

 
To be added to the Salmon-Challis National Forest Plan Revision e-mail or mailing list, please e-mail 
your contact information to Salmon-Challis Plan Rev@fs.fed.us or call 208-756-5551.  
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