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1. Species: Brown-capped Rosy Finch (Leucosticte australis) 
 

2. Status:   Table 1 summarizes the current status of this species or subspecies by various 
ranking entity and defines the meaning of the status. 

 
Table 1.  Current status of Leucosticte australis 
Entity Status Status Definition 
NatureServe G4 Species is Apparently Secure 

At fairly low risk of extinction or elimination due to an extensive range and/or 
many populations or occurrences, but with possible cause for some concern as a 
result of local recent declines, threats, or other factors. 

CNHP S3B, S4N Species is Vulnerable (Breeding) 
At moderate risk of extinction or elimination due to a fairly restricted range, 
relatively few populations or occurrences, recent and widespread declines, 
threats, or other factors. 
 
Species is Apparently Secure (Non-breeding) 
At fairly low risk of extinction or elimination due to an extensive range and/or 
many populations or occurrences, but with possible cause for some concern as a 
result of local recent declines, threats, or other factors. 

Colorado 
State List 
Status 

SGCN, Tier 1 
 

Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

USDA Forest 
Service 

None N/A 

USDI FWSb BoCC Included in USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern list 
a Colorado Natural Heritage Program. 
b US Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 
The 2012 U.S. Forest Service Planning Rule defines Species of Conservation Concern (SCC) as 
“a species, other than federally recognized threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate 
species, that is known to occur in the plan area and for which the regional forester has determined 
that the best available scientific information indicates substantial concern about the species' 
capability to persist over the long-term in the plan area” (36 CFR 219.9). This overview was 
developed to summarize information relating to this species’ consideration to be listed as a SCC 
on the Rio Grande National Forest, and to aid in the development of plan components and 
monitoring objectives. 
 
3. Taxonomy 
 
Genus/species Leucosticte australis is accepted as valid (ITIS 2015). 
 
4. Distribution, abundance, and population trend on the planning unit [12.53.2,3,4]: 
 
Brown-capped rosy finch breeding range is restricted to alpine areas in mountain ranges from 
southern Wyoming, through Colorado, to northern New Mexico. In Colorado, the species is 
reported to potentially occur in any mountain ranges containing areas that rise above timberline 
(Kingery 1998). Winter ranges reflects summer distribution, but at potentially lower elevations.  
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Rangewide trend is reported as apparently stable (NatureServe 2015). Trend within the planning 
area is unknown. A total of 30 occurrences were reported at 4 sites within the planning area from 
2010-2014 (RMBO 2015, Table 2).  
 
Table 2. Known Occurrence Frequency within the Planning Area (NRIS and RMBO databases) 

Known Occurrences in the past 20 years 30 
Year Last Observed 2014 

 

5. Brief description of natural history and key ecological functions [basis for other 12.53 
components]:  

 
Nesting occurs only in high-elevation alpine areas. Nests are placed in crags and crevices of 
vertical cliffs. Nesting building in Colorado can occur from mid-June through early August with 
egg-laying observed for the same time period. Fledging has been reported occurring from July 
22-September 9 (summarized in Johnson et al. 2000). Second broods are unlikely.  
 
Summer foraging by brown-capped rosy finches consists of consuming windblown insects and 
seeds deposited on snowfield surfaces and the edges of receding snowfields and snowbanks. In 
winter, feeding occurs on alpine tundra during fair weather when ground is blown free of snow. 
During harsh weather they mostly move lower and are commonly seen in flocks feeding along 
roadsides, in pastures, barnyards, and cattle-feeding troughs in high parklands and at feeders and 
dumps in or near small towns within upper forest zones and parklands (Johnson et al. 2000).  
 
6. Overview of ecological conditions for recovery, conservation, and viability [12.53 7, 9?, 

10, 11, 12]:  
 
Johnson et al. (2000) report that management for this species does not appear necessary given the 
remote forbidding sites they select for nesting on public lands and protections afforded by the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act.  
 
7. Threats and Risk Factors 
 
NatureServe (2015) reports no known threats to the species. The remote isolated nature of 
breeding sites reduces the potential for human-caused disturbance, although rock climbing and 
early summer extreme skiing could disturb nesting, but effects would be local and not widespread 
(Johnson et al. 2000, Kingery 1998). Upward movement of treeline predicted under climate 
change scenarios could lead to habitat fragmentation and loss of some populations, particular at 
the southern end of its range (New Mexico) and at lower alpine sites in the remainder of its range 
(Romme and Turner 1991 cited in Johnson et al. 2000).  
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9. Map of Known Occurrences and Modeled Suitable Habitat 
Brown-capped rosy finch suitable habitat modeled for the planning area consists of areas 
identified as “Alpine” Local Type in the RGNF FSVeg database. Modeled habitat totals 178,288 
acres within the planning area (Figure 1). 

http://bna.birds.cornell.edu/bna/species/536
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Figure 1. Brown-capped Rosy Finch Modeled Habitat and Known Occurrences. 


