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1. Species: Botta’s Pocket Gopher (Thomomys bottae pervagus) 
 

2. Status:  Table 1 summarizes the current status of this species or subspecies by various 
ranking entity and defines the meaning of the status. 

 
Table 1.  Current status of Thomomys bottae pervagus 
Entity Status Status Definition 
NatureServe G5T3 Species is Vulnerable 

At moderate risk of extinction or elimination due to a fairly restricted range, 
relatively few populations or occurrences, recent and widespread declines, 
threats, or other factors. 

CNHP S3 Species is Vulnerable 
At moderate risk of extinction or elimination due to a fairly restricted range, 
relatively few populations or occurrences, recent and widespread declines, 
threats, or other factors. 

Colorado 
State List 
Status 

SGCN, Tier 2 
 

Species of Greatest Conservation Concern 

USDA Forest 
Service 

None N/A 

USDI FWSb None N/A 
a Colorado Natural Heritage Program. 
b US Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 
The 2012 U.S. Forest Service Planning Rule defines Species of Conservation Concern (SCC) as 
“a species, other than federally recognized threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate 
species, that is known to occur in the plan area and for which the regional forester has determined 
that the best available scientific information indicates substantial concern about the species' 
capability to persist over the long-term in the plan area” (36 CFR 219.9). This overview was 
developed to summarize information relating to this species’ consideration to be listed as a SCC 
on the Rio Grande National Forest, and to aid in the development of plan components and 
monitoring objectives. 
 
3. Taxonomy 
Genus/species Thomomys bottae pervagus is accepted as valid (ITIS 2015). 
 
4. Distribution, abundance, and population trend on the planning unit [12.53.2,3,4]: 
 
The distribution of Thomomys bottae ranges from southern Oregon, south to northern Mexico. 
The range for subspecies T.b. pervagus has not been well defined, but appears to be limited to 
lower portions the Rio Grande River drainage north of Santa Fe, New Mexico into the San Luis 
Valley in southern Colorado (Smith et al. 1983, Arctos 2015).  
 
There are no known occurrences of Botta’s pocket gopher within the planning area. Occurrences 
in the San Luis Valley are mapped near La Jara, Mogote, and along the Rio Grande River east of 
Antonito (Arctos 2015).  No trend information for the planning area is available.  
 
Table 2. Known Occurrence Frequency within the Planning Area (NRIS database) 

Known Occurrences in the past 20 years 0 
Year Last Observed N/A 
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5. Brief description of natural history and key ecological functions [basis for other 12.53 
components]:  

 
Little information is available for subspecies T.m. pervagus. At the species level, T. bottae is 
polygamous, breeding two or more times per year in southern part of range (Schmidly 1977). 
Gestation lasts about 19 days.  
 
The species is found in a wide variety of habitats from valleys to high mountain meadows; 
usually not in forested areas. They inhabit a wide variety of soils from soft sands to friable loams 
to hard clays (NatureServe 2015). In northern New Mexico, Hill (1942) reported finding T.b. 
pervagus at lower elevations (6,300 to 8,100 feet) in grassy open areas with scattered ponderosa 
pine margined by scrub oak thickets. They are active day and night. In northern New Mexico, 
they were reported most active from 1500-1800 hours (Bandoli 1987 cited in Jones and Baxter 
2004).  
    
Food items species-wide include a variety of acorns, bulbs, seeds, and tubers (Jones and Baxter 
2004).  
 
6. Overview of ecological conditions for recovery, conservation, and viability [12.53 7, 9?, 

10, 11, 12]:  
 
Distribution appears to be limited by suitable soils, climate, competition, and vegetative structure 
(Davis and Robertson 1944; Howard and Childs 1959, both cited in Jones and Baxter 2004). 
Intensity of livestock grazing may affect species occurrence and density. Grazed areas of annual 
grassland in California had significantly lower abundance of pocket gophers than did ungrazed 
areas (Hunter 1991 cited in NatureServe 2015). 
 
7. Threats and Risk Factors 
 
Roads with wide clearance limits may create barriers to movement (NatureServe 2015). As stated 
above, livestock grazing intensity may affect species densities.  Other threats or risk factors have 
not been reported for this species.  
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9. Map of Known Occurrences (NRIS) and Modeled Suitable Habitat 
 

There are no known occurrences within the planning area and suitable habitat has not been 
mapped or modeled. 


