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1. Species: Colorado Blue (butterfly) (Euphilotes rita coloradensis) 
 

2. Status:  Table 1 summarizes the current status of this species or subspecies by various 
ranking entity and defines the meaning of the status. 

 
Table 1.  Current status of Euphilotes rita coloradensis 
Entity Status Status Definition 
NatureServe G1G3 (G2) Species is Imperiled 

At high risk of extinction or elimination due to restricted range, few populations 
or occurrences, steep declines, severe threats, or other factors. 

CNHP SNR Not Ranked at the State Level 
Colorado 
State List 
Status 

None 
 

N/A 

USDA Forest 
Service 

None N/A 

USDI FWSb None N/A 
a Colorado Natural Heritage Program. 
b US Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 
The 2012 U.S. Forest Service Planning Rule defines Species of Conservation Concern (SCC) as 
“a species, other than federally recognized threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate 
species, that is known to occur in the plan area and for which the regional forester has determined 
that the best available scientific information indicates substantial concern about the species' 
capability to persist over the long-term in the plan area” (36 CFR 219.9). This overview was 
developed to summarize information relating to this species’ consideration to be listed as a SCC 
on the Rio Grande National Forest, and to aid in the development of plan components and 
monitoring objectives. 
 
3. Taxonomy 
 
Genus/species Euphilotes rita coloradensis accepted as valid (ITIS 2015). 
 
4. Distribution, abundance, and population trend on the planning unit [12.53.2,3,4]: 

This subspecies ranges through portions of eastern and southern Colorado, eastern Wyoming 
(including the foothills east of Laramie – (Hardesty 1993)), and extreme western Nebraska 
(NatureServe 2015). It occurs in the plains east of Colorado Springs, though is absent from the 
lower, hotter areas, and near Denver. Distribution in southern Colorado includes the area south of 
Westcliffe north into the Arkansas Canyon, and San Luis Valley (west of Villa Grove, Great Sand 
Dunes), and probable in Huerfano Park (Scott and Scott 1978).  

There are no known occurrences within the planning area (Table 2, Figure 1).  The closest 
documented sighting is located approximately 1.5 miles from RGNF land, and is dated “prior to 
2002” indicating an historical unspecified date.  Inventories for this species on the planning area 
have not occurred. 
Table 2. Known Occurrence Frequency within the Planning Area (NRIS) 

Known Occurrences in the past 20 years 0 
Year Last Observed N/A 
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5. Brief description of natural history and key ecological functions [basis for other 12.53 
components]:  

 
The Colorado blue is found in transition zone grass prairies. Habitat is usually described as 
undisturbed prairie sites containing the host plant, spreading buckwheat (Eriogonum effusum).  In 
southern Wyoming, the species is also known to use alpine golden buckwheat (Eriogonum flavus) 
(NatureServe 2015).  
 
Habitats in southern Colorado consist of grassland or pinyon-juniper woodland that contain 
Eriogonum effusum at elevations ranging from 6,300 – 8,200 feet. One brood is produced. Flight 
dates range from July 18 – August 25, with the early portion of this period noted for individuals 
in the San Luis Valley (Scott and Scott 1978).  

 
6. Overview of ecological conditions for recovery, conservation, and viability [12.53 7, 9?, 

10, 11, 12]:  
 
Reported to inhabit "undisturbed prairies" (Ferris and Brown, 1981 in NatureServe 2015), 
implying a lack of tolerance for disturbance. However, this species actually depends on some 
level of grazing to prevent competition from more aggressive plants (NatureServe 2015). 
 
7. Threats and Risk Factors 
 
Prairie habitat within range has been widely altered and remnants are threatened by suburban 
development, weed invasion, agricultural conversion, and removal of livestock (NatureServe 
2015).  
 
8. Key literature: 
 
NatureServe. 2015. An online encyclopedia of life. Accessed online at: 
http://explorer.natureserve.org/index.htm [07/07/2015]. 
 
Hardesty, R.L. 1993. Butterflies of the Laramie Mountains, Wyoming (Lepidoptera: 
Rhopalocera). Journal of Research on the Lepidoptera 32: 107-123. 
 
Scott, J.A. and G.R. Scott. Ecology and distribution of the butterflies of southern central 
Colorado. Journal of Research on the Lepidoptera 17(2): 73-128. 
 



3 
 

9. Map of Known Occurrences and Modeled Suitable Habitat 

Colorado blue habitat modeled for the planning area was depicted using elevation and vegetation 
characteristics. Areas at or below 8,200 feet with grass, shrub or pinyon-juniper cover types 
where tree cover is less than 25%  were modeled as potentially suitable. A total of 2,928 acres is 
modeled as suitable within the planning area (Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Colorado Blue Known Occurrences and Modeled Habitat. 

 
 

 


