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1. Species: Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) 
 

2. Status:  Table 1 summarizes the current status of this species or subspecies by various 
ranking entity and defines the meaning of the status. 

 
Table 1.  Current status of Lanius ludovicianus 
Entity Status Status Definition 
NatureServe G4 Species is Apparently Secure 

At fairly low risk of extinction or elimination due to an extensive range and/or 
many populations or occurrences, but with possible cause for some concern as a 
result of local recent declines, threats, or other factors. 

CNHP S3S4B Species is Vulnerable 
At moderate risk of extinction or elimination due to a fairly restricted range, 
relatively few populations or occurrences, recent and widespread declines, 
threats, or other factors. (B=Breeding) 

Colorado 
State List 
Status 

SGCN, Tier 2 
 

Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

USDA Forest 
Service 

R2 Sensitive Region 2 Regional Forester’s Sensitive Species 

USDI FWSb N/A N/A 
a Colorado Natural Heritage Program. 
b US Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 
The 2012 U.S. Forest Service Planning Rule defines Species of Conservation Concern (SCC) as 
“a species, other than federally recognized threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate 
species, that is known to occur in the plan area and for which the regional forester has determined 
that the best available scientific information indicates substantial concern about the species' 
capability to persist over the long-term in the plan area” (36 CFR 219.9). This overview was 
developed to summarize information relating to this species’ consideration to be listed as a SCC 
on the Rio Grande National Forest, and to aid in the development of plan components and 
monitoring objectives. 
 
3. Taxonomy 
 
Genus/species Lanius ludovicianus is accepted as valid (ITIS 2015). 
 
4. Distribution, abundance, and population trend on the planning unit [12.53.2,3,4]: 
 
Loggerhead shrikes breed throughout a large portion of central and southern North America. 
Although historically common in most areas of their range, shrike abundance has declined nearly 
continent-wide. Data from Breeding Bird Surveys and Christmas Bird Counts show statistically 
significant declines in both breeding and wintering populations in many areas of the species’ 
range. Loggerhead shrikes currently breed throughout low elevation areas in USFS Region 2 and 
are absent only in the higher elevation areas of Colorado and Wyoming (Wiggins 2005). 
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In Colorado, loggerhead shrikes were historically noted as common breeders statewide at lower 
elevations. Recent descriptions have reached a contrasting view on summer distribution and 
abundance. Andrews and Righter (1992 cited in Wiggins 2005) described the loggerhead shrike 
as a fairly common summer resident in western valleys and in the San Luis Valley, but rare to 
uncommon locally on the eastern plains. However, recent breeding bird atlas data summarized by 
Carter (1998) showed a widespread breeding distribution on the eastern plains, but only spotty 
distribution in the southern and western valleys (Wiggins 2005). 
 
Only two observations (1996, 2003) has occurred in the planning area over the past 20 years 
(NRIS database, Table 2). Rocky Mountain Bird Observatory data (RMBO 2015) shows no 
individual occurrences within the planning area. No abundance or trend information exists for the 
planning area.   
Table 2. Known Occurrence Frequency within the Planning Area (NRIS database) 

Known Occurrences in the past 20 years 2 
Year Last Observed 2003 

 
5. Brief description of natural history and key ecological functions [basis for other 12.53 

components]:  
 
Spring arrival occurs from April to May. Nests are typically placed in trees or thick shrubs within 
pastures and grasslands. Nesting success is generally higher for nests placed in isolated trees, 
relative to those in shelterbelts or other linear formations. Tree species selected for nesting 
depends on local availability. Species selected for nesting in Colorado have included elm, willow, 
cottonwood, and Russian olive. Nest substrates that provide concealment are preferred, likely as a 
protection against nest detection/predation (Wiggins 2005). 
 
Clutch size is typically 5 to 7 eggs. First clutch dates range from late May to early June, with 
hatch dates averaging mid-June. Fledging takes place in late June (Porter et al. 1975, Carter 1998, 
cited in Wiggins 2005). Loggerhead shrikes are strongly territorial during the breeding season. 
Reported mean territory sizes range from 11 acres to 25 acres.  
 
Loggerhead shrikes feed primarily on insects and small vertebrates. An essential component of 
shrike foraging habitat appears to be exposed perches within open habitat. In western Colorado as 
well as southwestern and central Wyoming, such habitats are typically dominated by sagebrush 
(Wiggins 2005). 
 
6. Overview of ecological conditions for recovery, conservation, and viability [12.53 7, 9?, 

10, 11, 12]:  
 
Shrikes prefer areas of open grassland or sage scrub for foraging and nesting, and the availability 
of these habitats will influence local shrike abundance and breeding success. Destruction and 
degradation of these habitats has led to an increasingly fragmented mosaic of suitable shrike 
habitat, a situation that may have a number of negative consequences for shrike population 
viability. In areas open to cattle grazing in grassland habitats, practices adopted by the USFS that 
protect available trees from cattle degradation appear to benefit breeding shrikes (Wiggins 2005). 
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7. Threats and Risk Factors 
 
Threats to shrikes within the USFS Region 2 (Wiggins 2005) include the following (in order of 
importance): 

• loss of habitat due to agricultural conversion 
• degradation and loss of nesting trees/shrubs 
• degradation of foraging habitat due to overgrazing by cattle 
• low reproductive success because of reductions in the prey base due to pesticides, or due 

to habitat fragmentation/degradation 
• susceptibility to toxin accumulations derived from their main (summer) prey sources 

(grasshoppers, beetles). 
 
Wildfires are also identified as a primary threat to loggerhead shrike in semi-desert and shrubland 
habitats (Colorado Partners in Flight 2000).  
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9. Map of Known Occurrences and Modeled Suitable Habitat 
 
Modeled potential suitable loggerhead shrike habitat consisting of grassland and sagebrush 
habitats below 9,000 feet elevation totals 23,727 acres within the planning area (Figure 1).  
 

Figure 1. Loggerhead Shrike Modeled Habitat and Known Occurrences. 


