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1. Species: Veery (Catharus fuscescens) 
 

2. Status:   Table 1 summarizes the current status of this species or subspecies by various 
ranking entity and defines the meaning of the status. 

 
Table 1.  Current status of Catharus fuscescens 
Entity Status Status Definition 
NatureServe G5 Species is Secure 

At very low risk or extinction or elimination due to a very extensive range, 
abundant populations or occurrences, and little to no concern from declines or 
threats. 

CNHP S3B Species is Vulnerable 
At moderate risk of extinction or elimination due to a fairly restricted range, 
relatively few populations or occurrences, recent and widespread declines, 
threats, or other factors. 

Colorado 
State List 
Status 

SGCN, Tier 2 
 

Species of Greatest Conservation Need 

USDA Forest 
Service 

None N/A 

USDI FWSb BoCC Included in USFWS Birds of Conservation Concern list 
a Colorado Natural Heritage Program. 
b US Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 
The 2012 U.S. Forest Service Planning Rule defines Species of Conservation Concern (SCC) as 
“a species, other than federally recognized threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate 
species, that is known to occur in the plan area and for which the regional forester has determined 
that the best available scientific information indicates substantial concern about the species' 
capability to persist over the long-term in the plan area” (36 CFR 219.9). This overview was 
developed to summarize information relating to this species’ consideration to be listed as a SCC 
on the Rio Grande National Forest, and to aid in the development of plan components and 
monitoring objectives. 
 
3. Taxonomy 
 
Genus/species Catharus fuscescens is accepted as valid (ITIS 2015). 
 
4. Distribution, abundance, and population trend on the planning unit [12.53.2,3,4]: 
 
Breeding range of the veery extends from southern British Columbia across southern Canada to 
Nova Scotia and southwestern Newfoundland, south to central Oregon, Colorado, South Dakota, 
southern Great Lakes region, and New Jersey, and in the Appalachians to northern Georgia; also 
east-central Arizona and probably northern New Mexico (Moskoff 1995, AOU 1998, both cited 
in NatureServe 2015). Winter areas occur in northern South America.  
 
In Colorado, the species is reported to occur locally within the north-central mountains at 
elevations up to 9,800 feet (Pantle 1998 cited in Bevier et al. 2005). 
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Although deficiencies in the data are noted, Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) trend analysis indicates 
potential negative population trends for the periods 1966-2013 and 2003-2013 in Colorado 
(N=14, Trend -5.30, -4.39, respectively) as well as the Southern Rockies/Colorado Plateau region 
(N=23, Trend = -3.94, -3.75, respectively) (Sauer et al. 2014).  
 
There are no reported occurrences within the planning area under existing databases (NRIS 
database, RMBO 2015, Kingery 1998). However, sightings that indicate potential breeding have 
been reported at one location recently within the Conejos Peak Ranger District along the Conejos 
River (R. Ghormley, pers. comm. 2015). No trend or abundance information for the planning area 
is available. Historical records (circa 1882) indicate that veeries were plentiful at Fort Garland; 
however, more recent survey efforts in this area, and in the San Luis Valley as a whole, report no 
veery occurrences, probably indicating that this population has disappeared (Kingery 1998).  
 
Table 2. Known Occurrence Frequency within the Planning Area (NRIS and RMBO databases) 

Known Occurrences in the past 20 years 0* 
Year Last Observed N/A 

*Does not include recent sightings along the Conejos River 
 
5. Brief description of natural history and key ecological functions [basis for other 12.53 

components]:  
 
Veeries generally inhabit damp, deciduous forests and show a strong preference for riparian 
habitats in several regions. In northern hardwood forests, veery bred in 77% of disturbed and 
successional habitats available but in only 18% of mature undisturbed habitats available. In 
mature woodlands, moisture regime is chief factor in habitat selection, more than twice as 
important as herb cover. Shrub cover is chief vegetative consideration in habitat selection � 
probably because shrubs provide safe nest sites (Bertin 1977, Noon et al. 1979, B. Noon in Sousa 
1982, all cited in Bevier et al. 2005). Nesting habitats in all regions have the common component 
of dense shrubs (Moskoff 1995 cited in Kingery 1998).  
 
Breeding bird survey data shows that veeries breeding in Colorado utilize moist, dense riparian 
thickets, such as willow cars or cottonwood saplings, along montane rivers and streams. They 
also nest in thickets of alder and willow in ravines in the Front Range.  Breeding season in 
Colorado lasts from early to mid-June to early August. During the breeding season veeries are 
primarily ground foragers, feeding mainly on insects (Kingery 1998).  
 
6. Overview of ecological conditions for recovery, conservation, and viability [12.53 7, 9?, 

10, 11, 12]:  
 

The Veery is a fairly common cowbird host. Saab (1996 cited in MPIF 2000) reported that 
numbers were significantly reduced in grazed areas and campgrounds compared to relatively 
undisturbed sites. However, it may select for disturbed forests where the understory is denser than 
in nondisturbed forests. Mosconi and Hutto (1982 in MPIF 2000) found a negative response to 
grazing when comparing heavy vs. light grazing intensity. 
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7. Threats and Risk Factors 
 
Rangewide population declines presumably are due to loss of habitat, both on the breeding and 
wintering ranges. The fact that the winter range is likely restricted to three small areas in Brazil 
where habitat loss is occurring is of great concern (Remsen 2001 in NatureServe 2015). Veeries 
are known to be vulnerable to nest parasitism by brown-headed cowbirds (Kingery et al. 1998). In 
the nesting range, forest fragmentation may lead to increased parasitism by brown-headed 
cowbird (Bevier et al. 2005), but the population impact of this needs further study.  
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9. Map of Known Occurrences and Modeled Suitable Habitat 
 
There are currently no mapped occurrences of veery within the planning area.  Suitable habitat 
within the planning area has not been modeled. 
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