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1. Species: Bocquet, King’s campion (Silene kingii) 
 

2. Status:  Table 1 summarizes the current status of this species or subspecies by various 
ranking entity and defines the meaning of the status. 
 

Table 1.  Current status of Silene kingii 
Entity Status Status Definition 
NatureServe G2G4Q Vulnerable, not much information available 

CNHP S1 Critically imperiled 
Colorado 
State List 
Status 

None  

USDA Forest 
Service 

None  

USDI FWSb Unlisted  
a Colorado Natural Heritage Program. 
b US Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 
The 2012 U.S. Forest Service Planning Rule defines Species of Conservation Concern (SCC) as 
“a species, other than federally recognized threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate 
species, that is known to occur in the plan area and for which the regional forester has determined 
that the best available scientific information indicates substantial concern about the species' 
capability to persist over the long-term in the plan area” (36 CFR 219.9). This overview was 
developed to summarize information relating to this species’ consideration to be listed as a SCC 
on the Rio Grande National Forest, and to aid in the development of plan components and 
monitoring objectives. 
 
3. Taxonomy 
 
Genus/species Silene kingii is accepted as valid (ITIS 2015 and USDA), Gastrolychnis kingii is a 
taxonomic synonym that is not accepted by ITIS, but which is still in use by CNHP and some 
other organizations. Some taxonomists refer to it as Lychnis apetala var. kingii.  
 
4. Distribution, abundance, and population trend on the planning unit [12.53.2,3,4]: 
There is one known voucher for Silene kingii on RGNF, and one nearby. The known voucher was 
collected in 1995 at Crystal Lake in Mineral County.  That specimen resides the herbarium at San 
Juan College in New Mexico. 
 
There is uncertainty as to the species overall range. It occurs in western Colorado, eastern Utah, 
and parts of Wyoming. It may occur in Montana and possibly even as far north as Alberta but the 
taxonomy of those northern populations are uncertain. It also appears that some herbarium 
specimens attributed to this species may have been misidentified, adding further confusion as to 
the species’ actual range. 
 
There is no information on trend for this species on the RGNF or anywhere else.   
 
Table 2. Known Occurrence Frequency within the Planning Area (NRIS database) 

Known Occurrences in the past 20 years 1 
Year Last Observed 1995 
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5. Brief description of natural history and key ecological functions [basis for other 12.53 
components]:  

This species is poorly understood compared to many more common species. There remains some 
disagreement on taxonomy, its full range is not yet known (in part due to those taxonomic 
disagreements), its palatability to wildlife is unknown, methods of pollination are not known.  
Silene kingii is primarily a subalpine to alpine species with a few occurrences in the spruce-fir 
forests. It is most commonly found in the Carex rupestris (curly sedge) cushion plant 
communities in areas with coarse soils. It generally grows mixed in with other plants rather than 
growing isolated on otherwise bare soil, even if that soil seems suitable. The plant may grow 
preferentially on limestone outcrops or limestone derived soils, but that too is unclear. 
 
As with many less well known plant species, it is possible that a concerted effort to look for 
individuals of this species could result in a widening of the species known range. There is one 
known sighting on the RGNF, but it is possible that it occurs at more locations. 
 
6. Overview of ecological conditions for recovery, conservation, and viability [12.53 7, 9?, 

10, 11, 12] including Threats and Risk Factors:  
 
Little is known of the threats to this species. Generally, those actions that are protective of alpine 
tundra vegetation in general will also benefit S. kingii. Ground disturbance, trampling and fire 
could all play destructive roles in alpine communities, but the likelihood of these varies greatly 
from one location to another.  
 
Climate change may be the most severe threat to alpine plant communities, yet the current state of 
knowledge makes the precise nature of this threat to this species largely uncertain and 
speculative. 
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