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Species: Ipomopsis multiflora (Nutt.) V.E. Grant 
Synonyms – Gilia multiflora Nutt 
Common names – manyflowered ipomopsis, many-flowered gilia, many-flower standing-cypress 

Status:  Table 1 summarizes the current status of this plant by various ranking entities and defines the 
meaning of the status. 

Table 1.  Current status of Ipomopsis multiflora 

Entity Status Status Definition 

NatureServe G4? 

G4—Globally apparently secure - Uncommon but not rare, 
and usually widespread. Possible cause of long-term concern. 
Usually more than 100 occurrences and more than 10,000 
individuals. 

“?” denotes inexact or uncertain numeric rank 

Colorado Natural Heritage 
Program (CNHP) 

S1 

S1 – State critically imperiled - Critically imperiled because 
of extreme rarity or because of some factor(s) making it 
especially vulnerable to extirpation or extinction. Typically 5 
or fewer occurrences or less than 1000 remaining individuals. 

USDA Forest Service None  

USDI Fish and Wildlife 
Service 

Not listed 
Not federally recognized under the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) as endangered, threatened, proposed, or candidate 
species. 

 

The 2012 U.S. Forest Service Planning Rule defines Species of Conservation Concern (SCC) as “a 
species, other than federally recognized threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate species, that is 
known to occur in the plan area and for which the regional forester has determined that the best available 
scientific information indicates substantial concern about the species' capability to persist over the long-
term in the plan area” (36 CFR 219.9). This overview was developed to summarize information relating 
to this species’ consideration to be listed as a SCC on the Rio Grande National Forest, and to aid in the 
development of plan components and monitoring objectives. 
 

Distribution, abundance, and population trend on the planning unit: 

Ipomopsis multiflora is a known Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico (USDA NRCS 2015).  The species 
is not tracked in Arizona and New Mexico; there is one historical occurrence report for Colorado, in 
Conejos County.  
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There is very little information available for this species. The one occurrence reported for Colorado is on 
the Rio Grande National Forest. It was reported in 1986 and has not been revisited. There are data 
pertaining to the size or health of the occurrence included in the report (CNHP 2015).  

This species was evaluated for inclusion on the R2 sensitive species list by Barry Johnston in 2002. At 
that time, he stated that the species is known in R2 only from a single herbarium specimen, and there have 
apparently been no surveys for the species in other areas (Johnston 2002). A literature search returned no 
additional information for the species.  A search of the Rocky Mountain Regional Consortium of 
herbariums (via the Intermountain Region Herbarium Network at http://intermountainbiota.org) returned 
no other occurrences for Colorado. 

USFS Corporate Database Habitat Type Associated with the Species: 

The habitat descriptions for the species are very general.  The element occurrence report states only that 
the occurrence was found in sandy soils with a southwestern exposure (CNHP 2015).  Specimen labels 
for collections outside the planning area indicate the species has been found in open woodlands (pine, 
oak, juniper, pinyon/juniper), disturbed area (roadsides, barrow pits, disturbed area around mine, parking 
lot), canyon bottoms, and sagebrush flats. Epple (1995) describes the habitat as roadsides and dry slopes. 

 The historical occurrence on the RGNF is located in a Western Wheatgrass and Other Low-Elevation 
Grasslands on Alluvial Fans Land Type Associations.  The scale of the LTA mapping is too coarse to 
determine which LTAs may support this species (RGNF GIS data). 

Brief description of natural history and key ecological functions:  

Ipomopsis multiflora is described as a short-lived, multi-branched perennial with erect or ascending 
stems. It has many purple flowers arrange in a spike, with exserted stamens (Arizona Cooperative 
Extension 2014). 

There is no information available pertaining to the life history, demography, longevity, biology, or 
ecology of this species.   

Overview of ecological conditions for recovery, conservation, and viability: 

There is not enough information available for this species to determine the ecological conditions needed 
for recovery, conservation and viability of this species. 

Since the only reported occurrence in Colorado is a historical element occurrence report that occurrence 
attempts should be made to relocate that occurrence.  If located it should be mapped and monitored. The 
following suggestions are ordered from inventory activities (to determine the current status) to more 
complex biological studies (to help understand the species): 

• Re-visiting and detailed mapping of the known occurrence 

• Monitoring population trends 

• Surveying for new occurrences 

http://intermountainbiota.org/
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• Identifying any imminent threats to known populations  

• Defining and measuring microhabitat characteristics 

• Measuring demographic parameters using long-term monitoring plots 

• Conducting studies related to reproductive biology, including pollinator surveys, germination, 
vegetative reproduction, mycorrhizal associations, and seedbank analyses  

• Assessing gene flow, genetic variability, and possible hybridization throughout range. 

The following is an outline of a monitoring approach that could be used to inform the development of the 
RGNF Forest Plan revision’s monitoring plan.  Additionally, areas of research opportunity (beyond the 
scope of the Forest Plan revision) are suggested below based on key uncertainties about this species. 

1) Monitoring:  monitoring priority is a judgment determination based on number of occurrences, 
potential threats, and conservation status.  The priority for this species is thought to be low.  This 
is primarily due to its scarcity in Colorado.  Existing management practices are not known to be 
causing detrimental impact.  Thus, monitoring is suggested as follows: 

a. Search for and document new species occurrences found on the Forest.  Ensure that 
additional occurrences, as well as negative search results, are recorded in the appropriate 
electronic database.  Additional occurrences increase the odds in the confidence of 
assessing population viability, especially with greater geographic separation.  Finding 
additional occurrences helps inform whether additional monitoring is needed and at what 
intensity. 

b. Monitor historical element occurrence to document presence or absence.  Evaluate each 
occurrence based on appropriate database protocols.  Visually document the same 
populations every 5-7 years (twice in a planning cycle).  Consider enlisting an 
organization such as CNHP to help develop a rapid monitoring technique that is 
meaningful for trend analysis but is easy to establish and simple to evaluate. 

c. Make visual observations to assess if any impacts are occurring to the known occurrence.  
Assess the type, source, frequency, and magnitude of the impact.  Develop a strategy at 
the appropriate time for mitigating impacts (eliminate, move, delay, or reduce the 
impact). 
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Map of Known Occurrences: 

 

Figure 1.  Ipomopsis multiflora on the RGNF. 


