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Thank you for a productive summer! 
Fall is in the air but summer’s forest plan revision events are fresh in our minds. 
May through September 2016 were productive thanks to your participation in the 
90-day comment period associated with the release of the draft environmental 
impact statement (EIS) and draft forest plans for the Inyo, Sequoia and Sierra 
National Forests. The comment period began May 27th with the Notice of 
Availability published in the Federal Register: the comment period closed August 
29th. 

We saw and heard from many of you 
Throughout the summer we saw and heard 
from many of you. We held 11 public meetings 
(8 near the forests and 3 in urban areas), 6 
tribal forums on the forests, and 1 public 
webinar. Through these public forums alone, 
we spoke to nearly 800 people. Many of you 
called, e-mailed and stopped by our offices to 
learn more. We shared information throughout 
the comment period on our project website and 
presented at numerous local stakeholder and 
partner meetings when you invited us. 
You did your share of work too. Throughout the 
comment period, we received more than 
30,000 comments. Some of these were form 
letters while others were unique. Some 
comments were several sentences in length and 
others spanned more than 700 pages. 

Regardless of the length, we are now reading 
and processing all of the comments; each 
comment we received is considered. 
While we’ve just begun analyzing these 
comments, some topical themes are beginning 
to emerge including: recreation (including 
forest access as well as the recreation 
opportunity spectrum); tree mortality and bark 
beetles; grazing; the Pacific Crest National 
Scenic Trail; the NEPA process; motorized trails; 
sage-grouse; recommended wilderness; and 
watersheds and aquatic resources. Additionally, 
we have received comments containing 
information outside of the scope of forest plan 
revision, such as project level (rather than 
programmatic level) concerns. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprd3804577.pdf
http://www.fs.usda.gov/wps/portal/fsinternet/!ut/p/c5/04_SB8K8xLLM9MSSzPy8xBz9CP0os3gDfxMDT8MwRydLA1cj72BTUwMTAwgAykeaxRtBeY4WBv4eHmF-YT4GMHkidBvgAI6EdIeDXIvfdrAJuM3388jPTdUvyA2NMMgyUQQAyrgQmg!!/dl3/d3/L2dJQSEvUUt3QS9ZQnZ3LzZfS000MjZOMDcxT1RVODBJN0o2MTJQRDMwODQ!/?project=3375


You did your work; we need to do ours 
Because you did your work, now we need to do 
ours. Throughout the coming months we’ll be 
thoughtfully processing all your comments and 
determining how best to address ideas and 
feedback they raise. This will take us time, but 
we will keep you updated and informed along 
the way. You can expect to hear from us every 
other month with regular updates beginning 
now, and continuing December 2016, February 

2017, April 2017, and so on. If an event or issue 
of importance comes to light between our 
regular updates, we’ll let you know. You can 
also keep tabs on what’s going on via each 
Forest’s Facebook page (Inyo National Forest, 
Sequoia National Forest, Sierra National Forest). 

The comment period is closed. If you have 
questions about this project please contact our 
new Team Leader, Nevia Brown at 707-562-
9121 or neviabrown@fs.fed.us

 

https://www.facebook.com/inyonf
https://www.facebook.com/pages/US-Forest-Service-Sequoia-National-Forest/280801562121752
https://www.facebook.com/SierraNF
mailto:neviabrown@fs.fed.us
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