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1. Species: Alberta arctic butterfly (Oeneis alberta) 
 

2. Status:  Table 1 summarizes the current status of this species or subspecies by various 
ranking entity and defines the meaning of the status. 
 

Table 1.  Current status of Oeneis alberta 
Entity Status Status Definition 
NatureServe G4  

CNHPa S3  
Colorado State 
List Status 

NONE 
 

N/A 

USDA Forest 
Service 

  

USDI FWSb   

USDI FWS 
Critical Habitat 

None No occurrence of designated critical habitat within the planning area. 

a Colorado Natural Heritage Program. 
b US Department of Interior Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 
The 2012 U.S. Forest Service Planning Rule defines Species of Conservation Concern (SCC) as 
“a species, other than federally recognized threatened, endangered, proposed, or candidate 
species, that is known to occur in the plan area and for which the regional forester has 
determined that the best available scientific information indicates substantial concern about the 
species' capability to persist over the long-term in the plan area” (36 CFR 219.9). This overview 
was developed to summarize information relating to this species’ consideration to be listed as a 
SCC on the Rio Grande National Forest, and to aid in the development of plan components and 
monitoring objectives. 

 
3. Taxonomy 
 
Genus/species Oeneis alberta is accepted as valid (ITIS 2016). 
 
4. Distribution, abundance, and population trend on the planning unit [12.53.2,3,4]: 
 
There are no records of this species on the Rio Grande National Forest. 
Table 2. Known Occurrence Frequency within the Planning Area (NRIS database) 

Known Occurrences in the past 20 years 0 
Year Last Observed N/A 

 
5. Brief description of natural history and key ecological functions [basis for other 12.53 

components]: 
 
The caterpillars of this species nest and feed on native bunch grasses, including Festuca species. 
The species distribution is not well known, it appears to extend from Canada well into New 
Mexico along the Rocky Mountains, but many populations are disjunct from other known 
populations. 
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6. Overview of ecological conditions for recovery, conservation, and viability [12.53 7, 9?, 
10, 11, 12]: 

 
The species appears to be dependent upon native bunch grasses. Management to conserve or 
promote native bunch grasses would probably conserve and promote this species. Based on the 
scattered distribution of known populations of this species in the mainland U.S., it is possible that 
this population may be peripheral and therefore inherently difficult to conserve or restore. 
 
7. Threats and Risk Factors 
 
The displacement of native bunch grasses by non-native annual grasses is a problem in many of 
the arid and semi-arid areas of the American west. The Alberta arctic requires these native bunch 
grasses so their loss would harm the species. 
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