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Snowmobile and winter safety operations  

Timber cruising began Monday, Feb. 13, near Idaho City in support of ongoing field data collection 
work across the North and South Pioneer Fire Salvage and Reforestation project areas. As with 
other data collected, information resulting from this work will contribute to the suite of 
information needed to inform assessments being conducted in support of the EA process. All field 
going personnel attended a critical two day “winter operations” and snowmobile training. “Safety 
is always our first priority, weather conditions can change rapidly this time of year,” said TJ 
Gholson, Idaho City Hotshot captain and snowmobile training lead instructor. 

Areas of the Pioneer Fire remain closed for public safety 

Several areas remain closed within the Pioneer Fire perimeter. Portions of the Upper South Fork 
Payette River, Pine Flats Campground and Hot Springs and areas between Lowman and Idaho City 
around specific yurts and ski trails. For accurate closure information contact the Idaho City or 
Lowman Ranger Districts or visit the Alerts & Notices page for all forest closures visit:  
https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/boise/alerts-notices  

Snowmobilers participating in safety training for Pioneer Fire data collection 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/alerts/boise/alerts-notices
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Pioneer Fire scoping  

The Boise National Forest hosted three scoping open houses the week of Feb. 6, to share the 
proposed actions identified as the North and South Pioneer Fire Salvage and Reforestation 
projects. The primary purpose of both proposals is public safety, which largely involves removing 
or falling hazard trees, salvaging merchantable dead or dying trees, decommissioning 
unauthorized routes that cause resource damage and planting tree seedlings within some of the 
2016 Pioneer Fire area. 

The formal scoping comment period closed Feb. 27, 2017. “We make better decisions when all 
parties interested in our projects participate in the process,” said Idaho City District Ranger Brant 
Petersen. The next formal comment period will occur following release of the Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for 30-day notice and comment in early spring 2017.  

To read submitted comments for the South Pioneer Fire Salvage and Reforestation Project visit: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=50694 and select the Public Comment/Objection 
Reading Room. 

To read submitted comments for the North Pioneer Fire Salvage and Reforestation Project visit: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=50789 and select the Public Comment/Objection 
Reading Room. 

Pine Flats Recreation site hazard tree salvage 

All hazard tree salvage, felling and support actions that were required to be completed over frozen 
ground to minimize resource effects, have been completed. Remaining actions to be implemented 
to address public health and safety, as well as recreation site restoration needs, which did not 
require frozen ground to protect resources, will begin as weather and ground conditions become 
favorable. 

For previous Pioneer Fire Recovery and Restoration Updates and additional information 
concerning the variety of actions being taken across the Pioneer Fire area can be reviewed at: 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/boise/home/?cid=fseprd530485.  
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