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Sharing Trails on the Hoosier National Forest  

 
 

By Nancy Myers, Outdoor Recreation Planner 
 
The Hoosier National Forest has over 266 miles of trails. Of those, the majority of miles are 
shared or multiple use trails.  Multiple use trails allow hikers, mountain bike riders, and 
horseback riders to all use the same trail system.   
 
The reason the Hoosier National Forest (NF) has so many miles of shared trails is because 
the Hoosier is a comparatively small Forest, and there are limited large contiguous blocks of 
Forest land within the Forest boundary available for trails.  Many years ago staff on the 
Forest decided to allow for multiple uses on most trails on the Hoosier NF and this direction 
has been consistent with our Forest Plans. For the most part, the arrangement has worked 
out well.  
 
Many of the trails utilize a diamond marking system.  For instance, trails that allow horses, 
bikes, and hikers are marked with a blue diamond.  Such trail systems include the Hickory 
Ridge and Shirley Creek trails in the Brownstown Ranger District, and the Youngs Creek, 
Springs Valley, and German Ridge trails in the Tell City Ranger District.  Trails that allow 
mountain bikers and hikers such as the Tipsaw Trail within the Tipsaw Recreation Area are 
marked with a yellow diamond.  Hiking only trails such as the 12-mile Two Lakes Loop Trail 
in the Indian-Celina Recreation Area are marked with a white diamond.    
 
The Charles C. Deam Wilderness area has trails for both horseback and hiking, and hiking-
only trails.  Wilderness area legislation does not allow mechanized equipment of any kind so 
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mountain bikes are not authorized in the wilderness.   The Hoosier National Forest website 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/hoosier/ has a list of all the Hoosier NF trails and what uses are 
permitted on each.   
 
To avoid user conflicts and to improve everyone’s Forest trail experience, the Leave No 
Trace and “Yield-To” principles are adhered to.  Horse users have the right of way at all 
times, bikers yield to all other trail users, hikers must be aware of their surroundings and yield 
to horse users, moving to the downhill side of the trail, but have the right of way when seeing 
a biker on the trail.   
 
The Hoosier NF trail permit system is under the Recreation Enhancement Act.  Horseback 
riders and mountain bike riders 17 years of age and older are required to have a trail permit 
when using the trails. These permits are sold at both Hoosier NF offices located in Bedford 
and Tell City, Indiana and are also sold at several local vendors.  A list of vendors can be 
found on the website.  Permits are $5.00/day or $35.00/annually.  Ninety-five percent of the 
income from the trail permits goes back to maintain the trail system.  The Forest is also 
happy to have volunteers help with trail maintenance.  Several of the Hoosier NF trails also 
have interpretive signage to highlight interesting features in the area.   
 
Please call the Bedford office at 812-275-5987 or the Tell City office at 812-547-7051 if you 
are interested in volunteering on a particular trail or have questions.  Happy Trails!   
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Horse-back riders on the Oriole West Trail system 
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Hikers and backpackers on the Axsom Branch Trail in the Charles C. Deam Wilderness. 
 

 
Two mountain bikers on the Hickory Ridge Trail.  


