2017 Planned Fuels Treatments on the Salmon‐Challis National Forest
FUELS TREATMENTS:
Fuels treatments include; Prescribed fire—professionals intentionally burn vegetation; Mechanical–heavy
equipment is utilized to treat vegetation and Manual‐forestry workers will thin vegetation while on foot
utilizing handtools. These treatments can be used alone or in combination. Land managers utilize fuels
treatments to reduce large wildfire severity, improve wildlife habitat, manage insect and disease infesta‐
tion, address sensitive species challenges due to climate change, and achieve other natural resource ob‐
jectives.

WILDLAND URBAN INTERFACE:
Land managers are working diligently to manage vegetation (fuels) near communities at risk. This effort is the main focus of the National Co‐
hesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy, which is to restore and maintain fire resilient landscapes, create fire adapted communities while

North Zone (North Fork, Leadore, Salmon‐Cobalt Ranger Districts)
Broadcast Burning
Crone Gulch 2 mi. N of Gibbonsville; Reduce fuel within the Wildland Urban Interface. 100 acres. Spring.
South Fork Williams Creek Aspen Stand Improvement 15 mi. SE of Salmon; Reduce fuels from thinning
and to stimulate aspen stand regeneration. 20 acres. Spring.

Tree Well Burning
Implement 1‐3 years prior to broadcast burning to reduce accumulation of needle cast and grasses
which pose a risk to large diameter trees and old growth stands during wildfire events and landscape
scale broadcast burning.
5B 4 air mi. W of Gibbonsville, within the Hughes Creek drainage near Granite Mountain Lookout. 406
acres. Spring.
Lick Creek Units 1 & 2 3 mi. S of Gibbonsville, along the perimeter of these units and an old growth stand that is
within unit boundary. 20 acres. Spring.

Mechanical/Manual Treatments
Mechanical and manual treatments will be used to increase forest resiliency to insect, disease, and wildfire dis‐
turbances.
Above Base near Lost Trail Pass. 304 acres.
Joint Chief A 7‐8 mi. NW Gibbonsville, within Vine and State Creeks. 215 acres.
Joint Chief B 5‐7 mi. N Gibbonsville, along Hwy 93. 237 acres.
Hughes Creek along Hughes creek road. 302 acres
Lee Creek Conifer Removal 10 mi. W Leadore, near Stroud creek. 200 acres

Pile Burning
North Zone within three mi. of Gibbonsville, Lost Trail Pass, 10 mi. west of Leadore, Cougar Point Campground,
and Forest Service compounds; Remove fuels generated through past thinning and piling projects along with removal of debris created dur‐
ing cleanup around/within administrative sites. 1,200 acres. Fall

South Zone (Challis‐Yankee Fork, Middle Fork, Lost River Ranger Districts)
Prescribed/Broadcast Burning
Eddy Basin 10 mi. NW of Challis, within Eddy Basin and Darling Creek; Mixed severity burn in Douglas‐fir stands to reduce fuels
and restore ecosystem health. 1,500 acres. Fall.
Keystone 7 mi. WSW of Challis, near Keystone Mtn.; Reduction in fuels to change fire behavior from a crown fire to surface fire
and reduce impacts of potential wildfire in the Challis Municipal Watershed. 75 acres. Spring or Fall.
Muley Creek 3 mi. E of Sunbeam, within Muley Creek; Conifer encroachment reduction in small aspen stands. 50 acres. Fall.
Garden Creek 7 mi. WSW of Challis, near Buster Lake; Reduction in fuels to change fire behavior from a crown fire to surface fire and reduce
impacts of potential wildfire in the Challis Municipal Watershed, hand ignition. 2,000 acres. Fall.
Blaze 3 mi. SW of Mackay, near Windy Devil Communication Site; Fuels reduction to protect the watershed of
Mackay. Prescribed burning of natural vegetation for forest health. 200 acres. Spring.
Starhope 16 mi WSW of Mackay, within Starhope Recreation Site; Reduction of fuels accumulation from firewood
gathering.

Mechanical/Manual Treatments
Big Hill 7 mi. W of Challis, adjacent to the Custer Motorway; Mechanical and manual treatments will be used to
increase forest resiliency to insect, disease, and wildfire disturbances. 130 acres. Summer and Fall.
Mosquito Flat 10 mi. W of Challis, adjacent to Mosquito Lake; Manual treatments such as hand thinning with chainsaws to reduce surface,
canopy, and hazardous fuel loading. 150 acres. Summer and Fall.
Grouse Peak 6 mi. NE of Challis, adjacent to Grouse Radio Site; Timber stand improvement project that will lessen the risk of wildfire intensity
and the probability of fire spread through the canopy. Manual thinning. 80 acres. Summer and Fall.

Pile Burning
Ski Hill 5 mi. SW of Challis. South of FSR 069 (Garden Creek Rd); Fuel reduction. 150 acres. Fall.
Highway 21 17 mi. NW of Stanley, S of Hwy 21; Clearing of right of way for public safety. Hand pile burn‐
ing along Highway 21. 22 acres. Fall.
Big Hill 7 mi. W of Challis, adjacent to the Custer Motorway; Handpile burning to reduce activity fuels cre‐
ated during mechanical and manual treatment. 100 acres. Fall.

Air Quality & Prescribed
Fire

Natural resource agencies
work with the National
Weather Service to get real
time weather conditions before igniting prescribed fires.
Those conditions are monitored closely to maximize
smoke dispersion. Factors
evaluated include wind direction and speed, atmospheric
stability, and long-range
weather forecasts. Yet even
in favorable conditions, the
air may still become smoky,
especially at night. Whenever possible, the agencies
provide advanced notice of
potential burning so that
persons with air quality sensitivities will be able to make
personal adjustments.
Agencies also work closely
with the Idaho Department
of Environmental Quality and
the Idaho/Montana Airshed
Group to monitor current
conditions and provide timely
information to the public.

Information for daily planned
ignitions and Idaho/Montana
Airshed Group Operations
can be found at: http://
smokemu.org/index.cfm

Real-time air monitoring data
is located at: http://
airquality.deq.idaho.gov/

