
Four Rivers Permits: Cancellation Policy Change 
(Selway, Salmon, Snake & Middle Fork of the Salmon Rivers) 

 
Effective midnight Eastern Time on May 1, 2017, cancellations for float permits 
for the Four Rivers will no longer be released randomly. Cancellations for 
control season launch dates will only be available for reservation during a one-
hour booking window each day. The booking window will open daily from 11 
a.m. to noon Eastern Time (10 to 11 a.m. Central Time, 9 to 10 a.m. Mountain 
Time, 8 to 9 a.m. Pacific Time). There will also be a “CAPTCHA” (verifies users 
are not robots) requirement when reserving a launch date. 
 
How do I reserve a cancelled permit? When a reservation is cancelled, it will no 
longer be held by the computer for random release, but is expected to show up as 
an “A” on the availability grid on the Recreation.gov website. HOWEVER, the 
cancellation cannot be reserved until the booking window opens (11 a.m. Eastern 
Time). The first person to secure the reservation will get the launch date. If the 
launch is not reserved during the open hour, the cancellation will be held until the 
next day’s booking window. 
 
How will I know if there is a cancellation? Boaters are encouraged to check the 
Recreation.gov website BEFORE the booking window opens; there should be an 
“A” on the availability grid if there is a launch date that will be available at the 
designated time. Cancellations may also show up during the booking window that 
could be reserved. 
 
What rivers and dates are affected? The control season dates for float permits 
for each river.  

Selway: May 15-July 31 
Salmon: June 20-Sept. 7 
Snake: May 26-Sept. 10 
Middle Fork Salmon: May 28-Aug. 14 (Aug. 15-Sept. 15 launches are not 
reissued due to spawning salmon in the river) 

 
If you have questions about the cancellation policy change, please contact the  

Four Rivers team at fourriverslottery@fs.fed.us. 
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