
 

 

U.S. Forest Service  
Pacific Southwest Region 
Angeles National Forest  
San Gabriel Mountains 
National Monument 
701 N. Santa Anita Ave. 
Arcadia, CA 91006 
ANF-16-FY17 

News Release 
Media Contact: Nathan Judy 

626-574-5213 

njudy@fs.fed.us

   

Pacific Crest Trail Reopens with New Sand Fire Closure Order 

ARCADIA, California, May 8, 2017 — Officials signed a new Closure Order which reopened the section 
of the Pacific Crest Trail within the Sand Fire burn area. This new order reopens approximately fifteen 
miles of the Pacific Crest Trail to hikers and pedestrians. Order NO. 05-01-17-04 was signed on April 28, 
2017 for public safety and resource protection. 

“The closure is needed to provide for public safety and to facilitate natural recovery of the resources 
affected by the Fire,” said Forest Supervisor Jeffrey Vail. Vegetative recovery has been hampered by 
landslides and debris flows within the burned area. The recent heavy rains have caused additional 
damage to Forest roads and trails in the area. “Hazards have been mitigated on the Pacific Crest Trail, in 
large part due to dedicated volunteers. As a result of these actions, I have decided to allow access to the 
Pacific Crest Trail in the Sand Fire burn area,” said Vail. 

While the Pacific Crest Trail is now open, the remainder of the Sand Fire burn area surrounding the 
sixteen foot wide trail corridor is still closed. In the burn area, camping is only permitted at the North Fork 
Station. Dispersed camping is not allowed within the burn area closure. The burn closure and camping 
restrictions extend from Mt. Gleason/Messenger Flats to Soledad Canyon Road. “We are pleased to 
reopen this trail section that has been closed since last summer. The public is reminded to exercise 
caution when recreating in the great outdoors,” said Jamahl Butler, Acting District Ranger for the Los 
Angeles River Ranger District. A copy of the closure order and map can be found at 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/main/angeles/.   

 

 
The mission of the U.S. Forest Service, part U.S. Department of Agriculture, is to sustain the health, diversity and productivity of the nation's 

forests and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations. The agency manages 193 million acres of public land, provides 
assistance to state and private landowners, and maintains the largest forestry research organization in the world. Public lands the Forest Service 

manages contribute more than $13 billion to the economy each year through visitor spending alone. Those same lands provide 20 percent of the 

nation's clean water supply, a value estimated at $7.2 billion per year. The agency has either a direct or indirect role in stewardship of about 80 
percent of the 850 million forested acres within the U.S., of which 100 million acres are urban forests where most Americans live. 
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