
 

DURANGO - The San Juan NF was one of six Nation-
al Forests in the USFS Rocky Mountain Region to re-
ceive a Regional Forester Honor Award earlier this 
year. The awards are presented annually for out-
standing achievement by USFS employees and part-
ners. The San Juan was recognized for working to 
strengthen communities and connect people to the 
outdoors.  The award was made in the category of 
“Delivering Benefits to the Public” for: 
 Reducing fuels and removing biomass on public/

private lands near Pagosa Springs with the San 
Juan Headwaters Forest Health Partnership 
through local contracts, and providing monitor-
ing and outreach with Firewise of SW Colorado 
and the Mountain Studies Institute.  

 Working with the Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Service (NRCS) and other partners to reduce 
fuels on additional public/private lands near Pa-
gosa Springs. 

DENVER—(L-R) Rocky Mountain Regional Forester Brian Ferebee joined San Juan National 
Forest Pagosa District Ranger Kevin Khung, Dolores District Ranger Derek Padilla, Renewa-
ble Resources Staff Officer Anthony Madrid and Forest Supervisor Kara Chadwick, along 
with Deputy Regional Foresters Jacque Buchanan and Maribeth Gustafson, at the Regional 
Forester’s Award Ceremony earlier this year. 

 Completing prescribed burns on federal, private 
and state lands across the Fosset Gulch land-
scape, and replanting native seedlings on the 
Missionary Ridge Fire scar with help from the 
National Forest Foundation.   

 Partnering with public and private partners in 
Colorado and New Mexico to protect the San 
Juan, Chama and Rio Grande watersheds in both 
states. 

 Working with the Dolores Watershed & Resilient 
Forest Collaborative and Montezuma Firewise to 
make landscapes more resilient across jurisdic-
tional boundaries. 

 Contracting with local businesses to install a final 
confluence barrier on Hermosa Creek north of 
Durango, bringing the total of occupied Colorado 
River Cutthroat Trout habitat in the Hermosa 
Special Management Area to 23 miles. 

              - Ann Bond 

 

San Juan  
and Partners  
Recognized  
Regionally  

 



San Juan Public Lands Center 

 

 

Pauline Retires 
DURANGO - Pauline Ellis, San Juan NF Partnership Coordinator since 2008, re-
tired in May. Pauline began her federal career in 1980 as a Civil Engineer trainee 
on the Sierra NF, then worked as Civil/Geotechnical Engineer and Project Engi-
neer on the Klamath NF.  
   She next went to the Mount Baker-Snoqualmie NF as District Engineering Team 
Lead, then became Engineering Group Lead for the USFS Southern Region,  next 
moving to Arizona as Coconino NF Forest Engineer. In the 90s, Pauline was Na-
tional Coordinator for Public/Private Ventures in Campgrounds and Facilities, 
then Engineering Staff Officer on the Coconino and Kaibab NFs, before becoming 
the San Juan’s Columbine District Ranger/Field Office Manager in 2001.   
   Pauline is a Registered Civil Engineer and holds a Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engi-
neering from the University of California, Irvine. Her San Juan career highlights 
include managing the Missionary Ridge Fire and its aftermath, helping Columbine 

acquire the inholding at the confluence of east fork and main stems of Hermosa Creek, and of course, working 
with partners.  Her husband, Fred, will continue to work as Assistant Fire Management Office on the Pagosa 
RD for now, and daughter, Brooke, is pursuing a degree in Speech Therapy.   

“I have NO plans other than a retirement party June 25 and a vacation in July,” Pauline says, “and working 
on building a Bucket List!”                                           - Ann Bond 
  

Heading into Summer 

The new calendar year brought with it many changes – as it always does - from 
employees retiring or moving on to new jobs to, of course, the change in Admin-
istration.  What hasn’t changed is our commitment to conservation. We continue 
to accomplish important restoration and resilience work across the National For-
est.  I thank all employees for their focus on doing great work on the ground, in 
spite of all of the distractions.   

We’re not even half-way through this calendar year, and yet it feels like we’ve 
already accomplished a full year of work!  Many employees worked diligently to 
meet a new early deadline for having all steps completed for funds committed to 
contracts, grants and agreements.  This was a huge undertaking, and we were 
able to secure additional funding – more than $1 million – that will go directly to implementing important 
projects, including: 
 Our first Good Neighbor Agreement with the State of Colorado to implement forest-health treatments; 
 Better signing, improved roads, increased parking, shade structures, and an interpretive trail at Chimney 

Rock National Monument; 
 Reduction of hazardous fuels across the Forest, especially in wildland/urban interface areas; and  
 Support for partners who help us in all the work we accomplish. 
   Because we deliver on our promises, the Region knows they can count on the San Juan NF and its partners 
to accomplish resilient forests and watersheds, and they continue to support us in our requests. 
                   - Kara Chadwick, Forest Supervisor 
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Amy’s Covering Rec Duties 
 

DURANGO - Amy Simms, Recreation and Lands Program Manager on the Carson 
NF, is serving as Acting San Juan Recreation Program Manager until mid-summer.  
Amy started her USFS career in 2003 as a Wilderness Ranger on the Arapaho/
Roosevelt NF, then worked as a Recreation Technician on the Pike San Isabel NF 
and later, the Carson NF.  She got a permanent position in fire in 2007 and landed 
back in recreation on the Carson in 2009.  Amy holds a Bachelor’s degree in Natural 
Resource Management from Colorado State University. 

“It’s great to have the opportunity to come to the San Juan NF and get a different 
perspective on how your recreation program is managed,” she says.        - Ann Bond 

Scott Heads North to Alaska 

DURANGO - Scott Justham, San Juan NF Grants Management Specialist Trainee, moved 
to Anchorage, Alaska with wife, Heather, and son Asher, 3.  Heather landed a job with 
USGS as a wildlife researcher at the Alaska Science Center. Scott will be working a detail 
in State and Private Forestry Grants & Agreements, while he looks for a permanent job. 
   Scott came to the San Juan from the Carson NF where he was Support Service Special-
ist for the Jicarilla RD. From 2012 to 2014, he worked on the San Juan NF Columbine RD 
Resource Assistant in the Outfitter and Guide Program, GIS and as Snow Ranger.  Scott 
began his federal career in 2001 as Park Ranger for the BLM Bishop Field Office. 
                 - Ann Bond 

 

The Durango USFS Retirees group meets regularly in Durango or Cortez. Shown here in early May: Back Row 
(L-R):  John Mumma, Ted LaMay, Tom and Georgina Rennick, Margie Quenoy, Wayne Dunn, Sandy Campbell, 
John Quenoy, Bob Newlin, Jim Shepherdson, Bob Frye, Ron Decker, Mary and Bob Sieger. Front Row (L-R):  
Laura Stransky, Pat LaMay, June Dunn, Liz Haydon.  (Not shown: Nona Dale)   
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Firefighting Staff Updates 

PAGOSA SPRINGS - Jodi Mallozzi, Pagosa RD Forestry Technician in Fire Prevention 
since 2014, has left to study speech therapy through a distance–learning program with 
the University of Colorado-Boulder. She’ll also be working for Wildland Trekking, a 
backpacking adventure company, which will allow her the flexibility to go back to 
school, while remaining in Pagosa Springs. 

“After a decade in fire, I’m looking forward to having a summer to enjoy the forest 
and wilderness on my own terms,” Jodi says.  

Jodi started her federal career in 2008 as a Forestry Tech-Engine Operator/Fuels on 
the Coconino NF in Happy Jack, Arizona. In 2012, she moved to the Sawtooth NF in 
Idaho as a Forestry Tech in Fire Prevention.   

Jodi holds a Bachelor’s degree in Park and Recreation Management from Northern Arizona University.  “I’m 
proud of bringing my prevention experience to the Pagosa District and San Juan,” Jodi says. “My hope is that 
the Forest continues its support of the program.” 

In other District fire news, Jacob Birdsell is leaving for the Potosi RD of the Mark Twain NF to become Assis-
tant Fire Management Officer for suppression. Jake started with the San Juan as a crewmember of the San 
Juan Hotshots in 2002 and worked his way up to Squad Boss.  He landed on the Pagosa RD in 2014 as Hand-
crew Captain for Squad 6.   

Ryan Souza is the new Lead Forestry Technician on Engine 661. He has been a seasonal on the Pagosa RD 
since 2009 and was named Rocky Mountain Engine Academy Student of the Year in 2013.    

                         - Ann Bond 

Rick Passes 

PAGOSA SPRINGS - The Pagosa RD lost former employee Rick Jewell this 
spring.  Rick, a 36-year USFS employee, retired in fall 2010.  He started working 
at the Pagosa RD in 1990 as project coordinator for the proposed East Fork Ski 
Area and handled special uses until 1994.  For the last 15 years of his career, 
Rick was the District’s NEPA Planner.   
   Rick began his career in 1975 as a BLM Pre-Sale Forester in Oregon, then 
worked in recreation on the White Mountain NF, timber and recreation on the 
Rio Grande NF, and sports administration for the Vail and Beaver Creek ski are-
as on the White River NF.  
   Rick passed away at his home in Pagosa Springs on March 12th from complica-
tions with pneumonia after more than a decade of battling Parkinson’s Disease.    

Rick enjoyed the outdoors and following his children’s sports careers. In retirement, he pursued his love of 
painting and woodworking by starting a small business creating lamps and paintings.  

A memorial service will be held on July 15th at 11 a.m. at the Creede Community Church.  Memorial contri-
butions will go toward a scholarship supporting an art student or program, and can be made to the Rick Jewell 
Memorial Fund at Wells Fargo Bank in Pagosa Springs.  The Jewell family thanks everyone “for your prayers, 
donations, words of encouragement and well wishes.”         -  Ann Bond 
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Thanks to High School Seniors 

PAGOSA SPRINGS – The Pagosa RD thanks the Pagosa High School seniors who spent a day helping the 
Forest Service finish a trail construction project in May.  Thee District has worked with middle-school stu-
dents in the past, but this was the first time we got to work with the high school, and it was a huge success.   

   The project entailed constructing a half-mile re-route 
of a popular mountain bike trail in the Turkey Springs 
area to avoid damage to a delicate meadow that was 
sustaining resource impacts as a result of poor initial 
trail location.   
   Trail Crew Boss Tyler Albers coordinated the project, 
and despite a rainy forecast, we had a great turnout - 55 
senior students plus teachers and FS staff, including Pa-
gosa District Ranger Kevin Khung and myself.  
   We were able to finish the whole project before the 
skies let loose.  The final product not only mitigated the 
resource concerns, but will ultimately provide for a 
much more sustainable and fun-to-ride trail.   
     - Paul Blackman, Recreation Program Manager 

3rd Graders Learn Lessons at Chimney Rock 

PAGOSA SPRINGS – Pagosa Springs Elementary School third 
graders had Chimney Rock National Monument to themselves 
in early May for a pre-season field trip.   

The nonprofit Chimney Rock Interpretive Association (CRIA) 
hosts educational field trips for public, private, charter and 
home-school groups, in addition to hosting guided tours for 
the public.   

Pagosa Springs Elementary relies on its annual field trips to 
Chimney Rock to teach anthropology as part of its Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) Program. 

Students toured the prehistoric site, then tried their hands 
at creating rock-art designs on paper, molding pottery from 
Playdough, grinding corn, and learning about native plants and 
natural fibers that would have been used for food and clothing.  

They also learned to throw an atlatl, an ancient hunting tool, 
and investigated the pelts of wild animals that may have been 
the objects of those hunts, with the help of Pagosa RD Wildlife 
Biologist Brandy Richardson.     
                               - Ann Bond  



Columbine Ranger District 

Wildland Fire Module under New Leadership 

BAYFIELD - Bevin Protas (left) is now Squad Leader for the Columbine Type 1 
Wildland Fire Module. From 2011 to 2016, she was a Forestry Tech for the Fire Type 
1 Wildland Fire Module on the Manti La-Sal NF. Prior to that, she worked on the 
Panhandle NF as Assistant Forestry Tech in Timber and 
Fire. She also worked on the Deschutes NF as Forestry 
Tech on the Fire Initial Attack Squad. 
   Bevin has been certified as an Emergency Medical Tech-
nician Basic since 2009 and holds an Associate’s Degree 
from Central Seattle Community College and a Bachelor’s 
degree from Evergreen State College. 
   Zac Petty (right) is the new Columbine RD Wildland Fire 
Module Assistant. He comes to the San Juan from Red-
ding, California, where he was a Smokejumper. Zac also 

was a Forestry Technician for the Shasta Lake Hotshots in Redding. He began his 
federal career on the in 2006 on the Modoc National Forest.            - Ann Bond 

 

Tom Helping at Front Desk 

DOLORES - Tom Ferrell, with the San Juan Mountains Association (SJMA), is 
helping out with visitor information, bookstore sales, and permits at the Dolores 
Front Desk. Tom retired from the National Park Service (NPS) in 1999 as a park 
ranger in Arizona.  He started his federal career in 1969 on the Inyo and Angeles 
NFs as a Forestry Aide.  

From 2000 to 2005, Tom also helped SJMA at Chimney Rock. He studied For-
estry at Mount San Antonio College, California and Southwestern Archaeology at 
Yavapai College in Prescott, Arizona.  

I’ve been engaged in public lands my entire adult life and love sharing what I 
know with the public,” he says. “I love the Colorado Plateau and San Juan Moun-
tains.”                                                                                                         - Ann Bond 

Dolores Ranger District 

 


