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Greetings forest user, 

The Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests are in 

the process of revising the Forest Plan that will provide a 

strategic framework for managing the Forests over the 

next 10-15 years. The plan includes desired conditions 

that describe what we want the Forests to be in the future 

and objectives that describe the actions that the Forest 

Service will take. 

While the Plan is being developed, the Forest Service 

has been gradually releasing pieces of the pre-draft to 

provide an opportunity for the public and partners to see 

building blocks of the plan as they are 

being developed. These documents will be 

available at: 

www.fs.usda.gov/goto/nfsnc/nprevision 

This Reader’s Guide is meant to provide an overview 

of the building blocks that are currently being shared. We 

are working with diverse members of the public to build a 

broadly supported and implementable forest plan that will 

restore forest resiliency, forest health, and wildlife habitat; 

provide clean and abundant water; connect people to the 

land and support recreation and local jobs.  

Your input is important! We look forward to 

hearing from you! 

-The Nantahala and Pisgah Plan Revision Team 

June 2017 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/nfsnc/nprevision


US Forest Service: Nantahala and Pisgah Forest Plan Elements 

The revised Nantahala and Pisgah Forest Plan will guide the Forests’ future 

All Plan alternatives will recognize multiple uses of the Forest Service mission including timber harvest, recreation, 
wildlife, water and wilderness.  

All Plan alternatives will improve forest health and resiliency. The Plan will increase the pace and scale of restoration 
above current levels; maintain and improve the diversity of forest vegetation especially young forest, open forest, and 
old growth conditions; increase management activity using silviculture and fire as tools; and control invasive species. 

All Plan alternatives will improve wildlife habitat. The Plan will maintain or improve habitat conditions for the wildlife 
species that depend on the forest, including federally-listed species and species of conservation concern, rare and 
unique habitats, as well resident and migrant game species, pollinators, birds, bats, fish, and more.  

All Plan alternatives will contribute to clean and abundant water. The Plan will sustain surface water and ground water 
flow, protect water quality, maintain fish and wildlife habitat, control erosion, restore streams and streamside zones, 
and continue to be a source of drinking water to communities in Western NC.  

All Plan alternatives will improve the Forests’ world class recreation opportunities for year-round outdoor play and 
exercise. The plan will provide for both developed and dispersed recreation on land and water, from an outdoor 
multiple use trail system to indoor facilities, ensuring opportunities and sites are sustainable for the future.  

All Plan alternatives will enable forest access for visitors, including hunting and fishing and gathering of forest products, 
as well as providing for the needs of Federally recognized Tribes.  

All Plan alternatives will contribute to local economies by collaboratively providing resources, improvements to 
infrastructure, sustainable levels of renewable forest commodities, and that contribute to local businesses, tourism, and 
sustainable community growth. 

All Plan alternatives will sustain the Forests’ scenic beauty and cultural resources, enabling the forest to remain a 
destination for spiritual renewal and connecting to our shared history. 

All Plan alternatives will continue to manage existing administrative and Congressionally designated areas which will 
not be changed during revision. These areas include:  

● The Cradle of Forestry Historic Site ● Wild and Scenic Rivers ● Inventoried Roadless Areas
● Research Natural Areas ● Experimental Forests ● National Scenic and Historic Trails, such as
● Wilderness ● Wilderness Study Areas the Appalachian Trail and the Trail of Tears

All Plan alternatives will recommend changes in land allocations in the following three areas : 
Recommended Wilderness,  Eligible Wild and Scenic Rivers, and Special Interest Areas 

All Plan alternatives will recognize the value of partners in shaping our shared future. The Plan will state how 
other agencies, government and non-government partners, volunteers and visitors contribute to sustaining 
these National Forests, and will identify and help facilitate additional opportunities to work together for shared 
goals.  

All plan alternatives will be built around input from the public, governments, Federally Recognized Tribes and 
best available science. In addition to a broad and inclusive public involvement process, the FS is working with 
the National Forest Foundation and the Stakeholders Forum the Nantahala and Pisgah Forest Plan in a 
collaborative process to ensure that the concerns of diverse interests are addressed . 

The Forest Service will continue to collaborate with the public on implementing the revised Plan. The Plan is 
developed with input from the public and future planning and projects will be undertaken in collaboration with 
the public.  
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Forest Plan Direction Components 

All of these parts of the plan 

work together to provide  

strategic guidance for the 

Nantahala and Pisgah 

National Forests. 

The revised Forest Plan considers the Nantahala and Pisgah National 

Forests in the context of surrounding public and private lands in 

Western North Carolina.  

Forestwide Chapter 

This chapter contains 25 sections, from air to wildlife and all the 

letters in between, that address the natural, social, and economic 

resources of the Nantahala and Pisgah National Forest across more 

than 1 million acres.    

Geographic Area Chapter 

Places Matter. The 12 geographic areas on the Forests recognize 

opportunities for restoration and sustainable recreation; 

connections to nearby communities; and partnerships with the 

public, other organizations, and governments in different parts of 

the Forests. Each geographic area also has goals identified that will 

serve as emphases for management. 

Management Areas Chapter 

The Forests’ management areas outline the methods and tools the 

Forest Service will use to maintain National Forest System land. 

These management areas were identified using the principles of 

landscape ecology while considering the benefits the forests provide 

to people.  
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Forestwide Plan Direction Components 

 Geological Resources 
 Soils  
 Water  
 Air  
 Climate  
 Aquatic Systems  
 Streamside Zones 
 Terrestrial Ecozones   
 Wildlife 
 Rare Habitats   
 Threatened and Endangered 

Species and Species of 
Conservation Concern  

 Vegetation Management, 
including Timber 

 Forest Health and Invasive 
Species 

 Fire 
 Lands and Special Uses  
 Facilities  
 Transportation and Forest 

Access  
 Recreation  
 Scenery 
 Cultural Resources  
 Tribal Resources  
 Minerals and Energy Resources  
 Forest Products (Non-timber)  
 Community Connections 
 Conservation Education  

The Forestwide chapter contains plan guidance that applies to the 

entire Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests. The Plan contains 

guidance on each topic identified below. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd495541.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493907.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd500502.docx
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493203.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493213.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd492098.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd500503.docx
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd500503.docx
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd492099.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd495714.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd503024.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd503024.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd503024.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd492101.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd504857.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd504857.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493207.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493215.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493220.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493220.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493209.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd495289.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd498729.docx
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493217.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493218.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493204.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd493206.pdf
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Geographic Areas 

Places matter. Geographic areas recognize the Pisgah and Nantahala 

Forests’ unique social, ecological, and economic characteristics. By 

separating the Forests into distinct landscapes, the Forest Plan will 

recognize opportunities in each part of the forest, including 

restoration and sustainable recreation opportunities, connections to 

nearby communities, and opportunities for partnerships with the 

public, other organizations, and local governments. Each geographic 

area has goals that will serve as emphases for management. 

 From east to west, the geographic areas are: 

 Eastern Escarpment 

 Bald Mountains 

 Black Mountains 

 Pisgah Ledge 

 North Slope 

 Highland Domes  

 Great Balsam 

 Nantahala Mountains 

 Nantahala Gorge 

 Hiwassee 

 Fontana Lake 

 Unicoi Mountains  
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Management Areas 

Management areas emphasize different aspects of the vision 

established in the Forest Plan themes and Forestwide desired 

conditions. Management areas are not spatially contiguous but 

instead are distributed among the 12 Geographic Areas that 

comprise the Forests.  Each management area has a distinct set of 

guidance for its unique emphases.  

 

What are the Management Areas? 

There are three  general forest management areas: Interface, 

Matrix, and Backcountry that make up the bulk of the forest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When viewed as a complete forest landscape, these management 

areas work together to form a network of forest patches, edges, 

corridors, and mosaics. A patch exhibits consistent characteristics 

across a specific land area, but varies by size, number, and shape. 

Edges are outer portions of patches, where environments differ 

from the inside of the patches. Corridors, such as roads or stream 

and river corridors used by humans and wildlife, provide 

connectivity. Mosaics are patches of various sizes and shapes 

formed by a combination of networks, disturbances, and other 

forces of change. 

Conceptual map of the three 

general forest management 

areas: Interface, Matrix, and 

Backcountry. 

There are also two other general forest management areas that  

describe Concentrated Recreation Sites and Administrative Sites.  
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Designated Management Areas 

These additional management areas are designated by statute or 

through administrative process because their unique or special 

characteristics correspond to designated special areas. These can be 

features that stretch across multiple geographic areas, such as the 

Appalachian Trail or the Blue Ridge Parkway, or Special Interest Areas 

that protect unique places as small as a few acres.  

Designated Management Areas include: 

 Appalachian National Scenic Trail 

Corridor 

 Blue Ridge Parkway Corridor 

 Heritage Corridors (Trail of Tears and 

Overmountain Victory National Historic 

Trails) 

 Wild and Scenic Rivers 

 Special Interest Areas  

 Research Natural Areas 

 Wilderness 

 Wilderness Study Areas 

 Experimental Forests 

 Roan Mountain 

 Cradle of Forestry in America  
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How were these pre-draft (June 2017) management areas 

determined?  

We developed the concept and spatial arrangement of the general 

forest management areas of Interface, Matrix, and Backcountry, by 

considering principles of landscape ecology and the ways people 

depend on the land.  Ecological concepts considered include the spatial 

pattern of landscape elements and the movement and flows of animals, 

people, plants, water, wind, products, and energy. Management 

allocation considered the benefits that the Forests provide to people 

such as the recreation opportunities, the livelihoods and economies that 

depend on these natural resources, beautiful western North Carolina 

scenery, and access for traditional uses. Management area location 

decisions considered information provided during public meetings, 

including meetings with agencies of state and local governments, and 

Native American tribes.  
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Management Areas: Development 
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Management Areas: Interface 

 

The Interface contains primary access for visitors through roads 

open to the public. The Interface serves as the main entry point to 

the Forests, connecting people with forest resources and providing 

access to destinations and places. From the Interface, visitors have 

easy access to a variety of forest activities, everything from scenic 

driving along the roads, visitor facilities, and access to trailheads that 

make hiking, biking, horseback riding, climbing, hunting, and 

gathering possible. The Interface also includes access to lakeshores 

for watersports and fishing. Recreation opportunities and settings in 

the Interface emphasize access to and availability of experiences 

that consider the comfort and convenience of visitors.  

Mechanical timber harvest, controlled burning, and invasive species 

management are conducted in Interface to support healthy 

ecosystems and wildlife habitats. The design of these management 

activities considers the high levels of human activity found here. 
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Management Areas: Matrix  

 

The Matrix is the largest management area in the Forests.  It begins 

approximately one half mile from primary road corridors and 

connects Interface, Backcountry, and other management areas. The 

Matrix is comprised of diverse forests, ranging from young forest to 

old growth, and includes stream and river corridors, rare habitats, 

and common natural communities. The Matrix provides both edge 

and interior habitat, and public access for multiple uses including 

low-levels of motorized and non-motorized recreation.  

Within the Matrix, wildlife habitat is enhanced through structural 

and compositional restoration. Timber harvest and controlled 

burning play a significant role in restoration and habitat 

management. Recreation opportunities emphasize moderately 

secluded habitats for hunting, fishing, hiking, biking, horseback 

riding, and watersports. Interactions with other visitors are of a low 

to moderate frequency. 

The Matrix also contains smaller isolated patches of National Forest 

land surrounded by private ownerships. These patches contribute 

to maintaining a broader forested landscape in conjunction with 

adjacent landowners. 
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Management Areas: Backcountry 

Backcountry is comprised of large blocks of forest that are often 

remote and unroaded. Backcountry is primarily shaped by natural 

processes. Restoration activities and habitat improvement may 

occur although the cutting, sale, or removal of timber is infrequent. 

Mid- to late-successional forest communities with a continuous 

canopy of trees are predominant. Roads needed for resource 

management are maintained, and new road construction and 

reconstruction is limited.  

Backcountry recreation emphasizes semi-primitive, non-motorized 

settings with limited recreational facilities where freedom from the 

sights and sounds of modern civilization is important. Horseback 

riding, hiking, backpacking, mountain bike riding, rock climbing, 

nature study, hunting, fishing, boating, and watersports are typical 

activities. Visitors see little evidence of human activities other than 

backcountry recreation use, maintenance of existing wildlife 

openings, some controlled burning, and fire containment lines built 

to prevent the loss of lives and property from wildfires. 

Backcountry also includes designated Inventoried Roadless Areas 

that are outside of Wilderness and Wilderness Study Areas.  
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Where on the Forests Will Activities Occur? 

Recreation 

Management areas identify the type and intensity of recreation activities 
across the forest.  

 

Geographic area goals identify strategic recreation goals for particular 
locations. For example: 

Pisgah Ledge goal: With increased visitation within the U.S. Highway 
276 corridor, emphasize management actions that sustain and 
enhance high quality recreation experiences, with a focus on visitor 
safety, improving access, and reducing impacts to natural resources.  

Fontana Lake goal: Continue to work with marina and mooring 

point special use permit holders to modernize and improve water-

based recreation. 

Old Growth, Rare Communities, and Rare Species 

Rare species, rare communities, and a network of 

old growth patches will be maintained across 

multiple management areas and ecozones. 

The State of North Carolina’s Natural Heritage 
Natural Areas will be recognized with guidance in 
the forestwide plan direction. Projects will 
consider state data, such as the presence of a 
NHNA, in project development. 

Geographic area and management areas work together to identify where  

activities will occur on the landscape.  Here are a couple of examples: 
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Where on the Forests Will Activities Occur? 

 

Timber Treatments 

Mechanical vegetation management, including timber harvests, can 

occur in Interface, Matrix and Backcountry, and in some other 

Management Areas (ex: Experimental Forest, AT Corridor, Trail of Tears 

Corridor, etc.), although the tools available in these MAs will differ. 

Most mechanical treatments will occur in Interface and Matrix. 

Management areas provide a description of how much acreage, for 

which types of reasons mechanical vegetation occurs, and describe the 

ecosystems and activities that are prioritized.  For example: 

Interface objective: Enhance edge habitat by maintaining roadsides to 
promote: young forest conditions, grass and shrub habitat, soft mast, 
and diverse pollinator habitat.  
 

Backcountry standard: Allow for fuels reduction needs when necessary 

to reduce hazards to visitors, wildland urban interface environments or 

for safety, with consideration of protection of adjacent lands.  

 

While Geographic Areas identify the ecosystems that will be 

emphasized in each place. For example, an Eastern Escarpment 

Geographic Area goal: 

Restore and maintain open and woodland forest conditions 

utilizing a range of management approaches with focus on 

restoring appropriate fire frequency within pine-oak heath, 

shortleaf pine, dry oak, and dry-mesic oak ecozones. Emphasize 

restoration in fire-adapted ecological communities to reduce off-

site species, improve wildlife habitat and species diversity, and 

facilitate hunting opportunities for game species such as white-

tailed deer, bear, and ruffed grouse. 

 

In the same way, the other resource topics depend on information from 
both management areas and geographic areas to identify where  

activities will occur. 
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What are the next steps? 

By fall 2017, the public will have had an opportunity for early review and input 

on nearly all aspects of the developing plan. When the Forest Plan draft is 

complete, the public will again have an opportunity to review the plan during 

the formal comment period when the complete draft plan and alternative 

analysis are released in spring 2018.  

 

How can I provide feedback? 

While there is no formal NEPA or legal comment period at this time, the Forest 

Service is accepting input at NCplanrevision@fs.fed.us with the subject line 

"Spring 2017 material Plan Building Blocks" or by mail at this address: Attn: Plan 

Revision, National Forests in North Carolina, 160A Zillicoa St, Asheville, NC 

28801.  

In order to provide strongest input for the draft, comments will be most useful 

when received by August 31, 2017. 

Next steps and providing input 

This Reader’s Guide is only a summary of several documents available on our 

Website and at our Forest Service offices. We encourage you to visit us if you 

have more questions: www.fs.usda.gov/goto/nfsnc/nprevision. 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/goto/nfsnc/nprevision



