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Recreation Fee Program Accomplishment Highlights 2020
Providing a Public Service
Garden of
the Gods
Observation
Trail and
Picnic Area.

In 2020, the forest funded a seasonal recreation
technician to staff our two highest visitation
recreation sites during the busy summer and fall
seasons at Garden of the Gods Pharaoh and Pounds
Hollow Pine Ridge Campgrounds. During peak
visitation, employees answered questions, provided
maps and information about forest sites and other
nearby attractions, and ensured trash and restroom
cleanliness were kept to high standards. With the
COVID-19 pandemic, there was a noticeable increase
in the number of visitors at these sites and providing
the consistent service was particularly valuable
during this extraordinary year.

Pine Ridge Improvements
The forest used recreation fee funds to complete the
second stage of improvements at Pine Ridge
Campground. The first phase included the addition
of electrical hook-ups in the campsites which was
completed in 2014. The 2020 project resulted in a
wider turnaround at the end of the campground
loop, increasing the turning radius to better
accommodate vehicles towing trailers. In addition,
the campground loop road was regraded and
resurfaced to eliminate the dips that were present at
each campsite pull-in, creating a smooth and
seamless access route. To add the finishing touches,
staff replaced all fire rings, picnic tables, lantern
posts, and site markers once the road work was
completed. These projects eliminated the deferred
maintenance needs for this campground loop and
will provide many years of quality camping. The
improvements increased the appeal of the
campground and made access to camp sites more
user-friendly for RV users.

Recreation Fee Dollars
Recreation fee dollars are an investment in outdoor
recreation. They support and enhance:
• Public safety
• Recreation site maintenance and improvements
• Educational experiences
• Informational wayside exhibits
• Youth programs and partnerships
• Interpretive programs
Current and future generations benefit as 80-95% of the
funds are reinvested in the facilities and services that
visitors enjoy, use, and value.
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Newly constructed loop road in the
Pine Ridge Campground electric loop.

New table, lantern post, and fire ring.

Accomplishment Highlights 2020

Eastern Region

Other Accomplishments
• Maintained a presence on fee sites to
provide customer service and monitor
facility cleanliness was essential during the
unusual 2020 seasons.
• Removed 100’s of hazard trees from all fee
sites.
• Administered 15 recreation events on the
forest, although many events were
cancelled due to the pandemic.
Fall view of Mississippi River floodplain from atop Pine Hills

Regional Map

Rim Rock National Recreation Trail –
A site proposed for day use fees.

Revenue & Expenditures
Contacts
Shawnee National Forest
Recreation Fee Program Contact
618-253-1038
Email: chad.deaton@usda.gov
Online: www.fs.usda.gov/shawnee
Regional Contact
541-860-8048
Email: susanne.adams@usda.gov
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Revenue*
Recreation Fees
Special Uses
Interagency Passes

Total
Expenditures
Repair & Maintenance
Visitor Services
Law Enforcement
Habitat Restoration
Fee Agreements
Collections/Overhead
Total

Forest

Region

$29,556 $5,067,789
$3,212 $255,688
$1,000 $136,220
$33,768 $5,459,697
Forest

Region

$58,204 $3,863,362
$52,250 $1,170,822
$0 $371,990
$0
$89,837
$0
$4,846
$0 $545,799
$110,454 $6,046,656

*Carryover funds will be used for large projects and upcoming startup costs.

