Tab 1: Welcome to the White Mountain National Forest!
Click on the tabs across the top of the page to learn more about the history of the White Mountain
National Forest and forest and wildlife management.
Click the stars on the map to locate District Offices and the Forest Headquarters of the White Mountain
National Forest.
Let these stories entice you to learn about the forest and to help ensure the resiliency and diversity of
these lands for generations to come.

Star 1:
Forest Headquarters and Pemigewasset Ranger District
71 White Mountain Drive
Campton, NH 03223
(603) 536-6100 Main Desk
(603) 536-3665 TTY
Star 2:
Saco Ranger District
33 Kancamagus Highway
Conway, NH 03818
447-5448 x 0 Main Office
447-3121 TTY

Star 3:
Androscoggin Ranger District
300 Glen Road
Gorham, NH 03581-1399
(603) 466-2713 x 0 Main Office
(603) 466-2856 TTY

(603)
(603)

Tab 2: History
Prior to the establishment of the National Forest, the White Mountains had been ravaged by uncontrolled
logging and fires which raged across the denuded landscape.
Click here to watch a short video and learn about the Weeks Act Legislation that allowed for the
creation of the White Mountain National Forest in 1918.
Gifford Pinchot, first Chief of the Forest Service, summed up the mission of the Forest Service: "to
provide the greatest amount of good for the greatest amount of people in the long run."
Today, the White Mountain National Forest manages these public lands with the goal to provide healthy
ecosystems, clean water and air, fish and wildlife habitat, recreational opportunities, and a sustainable
yield of high quality forest products.
This goal ties back to the Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act of 1960, which set into law that all of these
uses and benefits of National Forest lands would be treated equally.
To learn more about the White Mountain National Forest and management of these lands, explore the
tabs at the top of this Story Map.

Tab 3: Multiple Uses
Recreation
The White Mountain National Forest offers a broad spectrum of recreation opportunities. From
campgrounds to day use sites, snowmobiling to backpacking, and mountain biking to alpine skiing, over
5 million people visit the forest a year. Click here to learn more about recreation opportunities on the
forest.
There are over 1,200 miles of hiking trails, including 160 miles of the Appalachian Trail.
Click on trails in the map on the left to see more information, and click here to find a suggested hike.

Water Resources
The White Mountain National Forest protects the headwaters of five river systems (the Connecticut,
Androscoggin, Merrimack, Saco, and Presumpscot Rivers). These watersheds provide drinking water,
hydro power, recreation, and wildlife habitat.
Management on the Forest is planned at the watershed level, and seeks to improve and maintain water
quality and aquatic habitat. Click here to learn more.
Explore the many streams, rivers, and lakes on the forest by zooming into and clicking the map on the
left.

Forestry and Wildlife
Sustainable forestry practices ensure diverse forest age classes and species across the landscape. This
diversity provides rich wildlife habitat, maintains quality forest products, and improves forest health by
increasing the forests’ resistance to disease, insect outbreaks, and other stressors.
Of the nearly 800,000 acres of White Mountain National Forest, approximately 35% is considered
suitable for timber operations, and on average each year less than 1% of the suitable area is harvested.
Click on the next tab at the top of the page, Forest Management, to learn what a timber harvest means on
the ground, and compare a few different types of forestry and wildlife management techniques.

Research
There are two Experimental Forests within the White Mountain National Forest; Hubbard Brook and
Bartlett Experimental Forest. These areas provide an opportunity for continuous long term research in
cooperation with the Northern Forest Research Station. Learn more about the Northern Forest Research
Station here.
There are also 9 Research Natural Areas on the White Mountain National Forest. These areas are not
actively managed, which allows natural processes to continue as a baseline for research and
management.
Experimental Forests, Research Natural Areas and Candidate Research Natural Areas are shown on the
map on the left.

Tab 4: Forest Management
Forest Openings and Even Age Management
Numerous bird species depend entirely on forest openings including a variety of warbler species and the
indigo bunting. Even more species use these openings during part of their life cycle including the
American woodcock, bobcat, and small rodents like the meadow vole. Large mammals such as deer and
moose browse on the fresh shoots available in young forest habitat. Interestingly, research shows that
even birds known for requiring mature forest habitat to breed, visit forest openings to forage for high
quality food before migrating in the fall.
Permanent wildlife openings and orchards are maintained on the forest with mowing or prescribed fire
to provide consistent habitat for species that depend on forest openings. Pollinators frequent the
herbaceous growth in permanent wildlife openings. Click on the openings in the map for more
information.
Similar to a natural disturbance, young forest is created through timber harvest operations. This is called
even-age forest management. As the vegetation in a clear cut grows over time, it provides a variety of
habitat types and food opportunities. Creating areas of young forest sustains biological diversity and
supports species that prefer those habitats.

Tab 4: Forest Management
Uneven Aged Vegetation Management
Uneven aged silviculture prescriptions, such as group selection and individual tree selection, create or
maintain forests of varying tree ages and sizes. They also provide forest products without changing the
mature character of the forest. In single tree selection, individual trees of all size classes and ages are
removed to promote growth of the remaining trees and provide space for new tree growth.

Single Tree Selection
To the left is a photo of a stand taken 1 year after a single tree selection harvest. In group selection, trees
are harvested periodically in small groups resulting in openings that do not exceed one or two acres and
provide habitat patches suitable for species associated with small areas of young forest such as the
Snowshoe Hare.

Group Selection

Tab 4: Forest Management
Protective Measures
Protective measures are designed to aid the Forester in thoughtfully considering other resources such as
plants, water, wildlife and scenery while they designate which trees to harvest in the forest. These
Standards and Guidelines are provided through the Forest Plan to direct forestry activities from each
tree, to the stand of trees, to the forest as a whole. Examples include, but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•

Tree cutting should not occur within 25 feet of a mapped perennial stream
Known active raptor nests must be protected
At least 6 cavity and/or snag trees per acre must be retained
Group selection harvest should be emphasized in deer wintering areas to retain dense cover while
providing pockets of browse

Tab 4: Forest Management
Special Designation
Another tool used in management is the designation of Management Areas. These are outlined in the
Forest Plan and are designed to emphasize certain activities, values and qualities, and in some areas limit
other types of activities such as the use of motorized equipment or the harvesting of trees.
Some special designations include Wilderness Areas which protect a range of Wilderness values, Scenic
Areas designed to protect the scenic qualities of the area, and Alpine Zones which are managed to
conserve biological, cultural and aesthetic values.
Click on a few of the Management Areas on the White Mountain National Forest map to the left for
more information.

Tab 5: Explore a Past Harvest
Explore Haystack Sale harvest units in photos from 2008 and 2016
Use the swipe tool to move the center line to see aerial imagery from the two different years
The image on the left was taken in 2008 and the image on the right was taken in 2016 by The National
Agriculture Imagery Program (NAIP). Use your curser to swipe the centerline from side to side and
explore 8 years of regrowth in the harvest units of the Haystack Sale.
Click on the harvest units to find out the year the unit was cut, treatment type used and more.

Tab 6: Forest Based Economics
Sustainable forestry on the White Mountain National Forest provides wood products such as high
quality saw logs for furniture, pulp products for paper and wood energy, as well as Christmas trees and
maple syrup. Foresters, loggers, truckers and mill workers can find local jobs in part because of these
products sustainably sourced from the WMNF. Annually, the WMNF sells an average of 13 million
board feet of wood that goes into the economies of New Hampshire, Maine and the surrounding area.
This results in an average of $3 million of economic benefits annually.
A timber harvest can be a cost-effective way to maintain future economic values of the forest and
promote diverse and healthy habitat. Supporting the forest product industry also supports maintaining
land as forest for future generations

Tab 7: Acknowledgements
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For more information please refer to the White Mountain National Forestwebsite or contact:
White Mountain
National Forest
71 White Mountain Drive
Campton NH 03223
(603) 536-6100
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