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Information Regarding Public Comments 

Please review the following proposals and submit your site-specific comments, as described below, for 
inclusion in our analyses for the projects. 

Comments should be submitted as an email attachment, in Word (preferred) or PDF format, to:  
comments-northern-nezperce@fs.fed.us. 

If you choose to comment on the proposals, please include the following: 

(1) Your name, address, phone number, email address, and organization, if any; 
(2) Title of project; and, 
(3) Specific facts and relevant rationale you feel should be considered. 

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names, telephone numbers, addresses, 
and email addresses of those who comment, will be considered part of the public record and will be 
available for public inspection. 

Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and considered. Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 
1.27(d), any person may request this Agency to withhold a submission from the public record by 
showing how the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) permits such confidentiality. The Forest Service 
will inform the requester of the Agency's decision regarding the request for confidentiality and the 
options available (see 7 CFR 1.27 for further information). 

Please note that this opportunity for comment is primarily for you to make statements regarding why 
the project should or should not proceed as described below. If you have questions about any details 
regarding an individual project, we encourage you to please contact the project proponent, listed 
with each project on the pages below, to possibly get answers (including requests for more detailed 
project maps) before submitting your comments. 

If you have any questions regarding comment submission, please contact Lois Hill, 208-935-4258 (work), 
208-935-4275 (FAX); or, mail inquiries to: Supervisor’s Office, Nez Perce-Clearwater NFs, 903 3rd Street, 
Kamiah, ID, 83536. 

Please submit your comments by July 31, 2017, for full consideration. 

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender 
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Project Proposals 

1) Baner Group Exploration Drilling [Red River Ranger District] 

Proposed Category:  36 CFR 220.6(e) (8) Short-term (1 year or less) mineral, energy, or geophysical 
investigations and their incidental support activities that may require cross-country travel by vehicles 
and equipment, construction of less than 1 mile of low standard road, or use and minor repair of existing 
roads. 
 

Legal Coordinates (Boise Meridian):  Township 28 North, Range 8 East, Section 18.   
 

Background: The project area lies within previously disturbed and undisturbed areas within the Baner 
Creek (Deadwood) drainage.  The area is vegetated with predominately upland vegetation and timber of 
mixed species, along with areas of riparian vegetation. The purpose of the proposed action is to test for 
gold values on unpatented mining claims to determine if sufficient quantities of valuable minerals exist 
to warrant further exploration or development. 
 

Project Design / Equipment: The claimant proposes to drill in a total of eight sites located either on an 
existing road prism or immediately adjacent to the road prism. A maximum of two holes may be drilled 
at each site. Each of the drill sites would be approximately 20’ X 50’ (0.02 acres) in size. The holes would 
be 3” to 6” in diameter and from 750’ to 1000’ deep. Drilling depths may be adjusted as targets become 
more defined.  Holes would be drilled using a self-contained, track mounted drill rig or rubber tired drill 
rig as appropriate.  
 

A sump or infiltration gallery would be dug at each site to contain drill fluids (comprised of water and a 
clay derivative) and to allow drill cuttings to settle out. The sump would measure approximately 5’ wide 
by 5’ long and be approximately 4’ deep. The operation requires between 500 and 1000 gallons of water 
per day per drill rig.  A water truck will supply water for drilling needs.  Water tanks may be used on site 
for storage of water. In the event water is used from Forest lands, a water use permit would be obtained 
from the Idaho Department of Water Resources, and the water withdrawal site reviewed by Forest 
Service specialists before water is taken from any stream. 
 

Upon completion of drilling, each drill hole would be filled and plugged according to the State of Idaho 
Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for filling and plugging drill holes. Sumps would be allowed to 
dewater through percolation and evaporation, then backfilled upon site abandonment. Topsoil would be 
replaced, duff and woody debris scattered over the area (if available), and the area seeded and mulched 
as necessary. If earth leveling is required for any drill pad the area would be restored to its original 
contour, the topsoil replaced, and the site revegetated. When work at a site was completed the drill site 
would be reclaimed before moving on to the next site. The project area would be monitored for noxious 
weeds and appropriate measures taken for removal and control if found. 
 

The project area is accessed by taking State Highway 14 to Forest Road 222 (Red River Road) for 
approximately 100 yards, then to Forest Road 1803 approximately 2.5 miles miles, then Forest Road 522 
for .2 miles, then on Forest Road 522A miles to the project area. There would be no changes to access 
restrictions as the result of this project.  Each drill site would be accessed using existing access roads or 
old road templates; however, minor temporary road reconstruction may be needed to access some sites. 
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Areas impacted by equipment travel would be reconditioned as needed, mulched with existing duff and 
woody debris, and seeded as part of the reclamation of the drill site.  Brushing existing road templates 
may be required to reach some drill sites; soil disturbance from brushing activities would be minimized 
as much as possible.   
 

4 X 4 pickups and/or light trucks would support drilling activities. Other equipment includes a small 
backhoe, dozer or excavator to dig infiltration galleries, a small cat to conduct reclamation activities, and 
4x4 ATVs.   
 

Only one drill site would be active at any given time. As drilling was nearing completion at one site, the 
next site would be prepared ahead of time to minimize the amount of time the drill rig is sitting idle. 
Once the drill rig was removed from a site, required reclamation would be completed for that site as 
soon as practical. A reclamation bond will be calculated based on the estimated cost of reclaiming one 
active and one recently abandoned site.  The operator will be submit a bond sufficient to cover the cost 
of reclaiming all anticipated surface disturbance before the Plan of Operation was approved and before 
work could begin.  
 

It is not anticipated that any additional permits would be required for this project. If If additional permits 
are required, it would be the claimant’s responsibility to obtain them, and they would need to be in 
place before work could begin. 
 

All appropriate Best Management Practices (BMPs) for water quality standards and weed control, and 
State of Idaho BMPs for mining will be followed. In addition, standard mitigation measures have been 
developed for mining and will be implemented as appropriate.  As part of this decision, the claimant will  
be required to: 

General: 

 Notify the District Ranger or minerals administrator at least 48 hours before any work is to begin. 

 Wash all vehicles and equipment used at the site before being brought onto National Forest 
system lands to prevent the spread of noxious weeds. 

 Avoid disturbance of wetlands and stream riparian zones. 

 Avoid working on saturated soils.  

 Prevent discharge of water into any live stream or wetland.  

 Place weed free straw bales or install silt fence in places as identified by a Forest Service 
representative to minimize sediment migration from stockpiles and/or raw earth. 

 Obtain prior approval from the Forest Service for cutting or removal of trees or other large live 
vegetation.  Downfall may be removed as needed. 

 Set aside cleared slash and green vegetation (e.g., bear grass) during test pit construction. 
Remove vegetation in clumps, if possible, with the soil mass intact.  Store excavated topsoil and 
subsoil in separate stockpiles to be used during reclamation.  Temporarily replant vegetation 
clumps in the topsoil stockpile. 

 Maintain only one (1) active pit open at any one time.  Reclamation may be occurring at one (1) 
other pit concurrently. 

 Cover water pump intake hose with a 3/32” mesh screen. 

 Collect process water in the existing pit.  Regulate discharge to prevent overtopping the pit, 
and/or land apply excess water on a site designated by the Forest Service.  Application sites will 
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typically be natural sumps or depressions, pits, or trap(s) that avoid impacts to wetlands or 
streams and minimizes impacts to other surface resources.  Application rate will be such that 
overland flow is avoided. 

 Backfill and reclaim each test pit as soon as testing has been completed for that site. 

 Follow the State of Idaho Best Management Practices (BMPs) for all surface disturbing activities, 
reclamation, and abandonment.  BMPs are outlined in the Best Management Practices for Mining 
in Idaho (Idaho BMPs) (Idaho Department of Lands, et al. 1992). 

 Report accidents or injuries to the Forest Service within 24 hours. 

 Develop a hazardous materials and spill prevention plan and submit it to the District Ranger prior 
to operations. 

 Store no more than 30 gallons of fuel or oil in the project area.  Store all fuel or oil in a secondary 
containment system that limits spills to the environment. 

 Remove all equipment, garbage and trash resulting from the operation from National Forest 
system lands prior to October 1, the end of the regular operating season.  Dispose garbage and 
trash at a State of Idaho approved site.  

 Use and maintain a sanitary facility (e.g., porta-potty or self-contained camper) at the project 
area while operations are ongoing. 

 Comply with all applicable Federal and State fire laws and regulations and take all reasonable 
measures to prevent and suppress fires on the area of operations and require employees, 
contractors and subcontractors to do likewise (36 CFR 228.11). 

Cultural Resources: 

 If previously undiscovered cultural resources (historic or prehistoric objects, artifacts, or sites) are 
exposed as a result of operations, cease operations until notification is received from a Forest 
Service archeologist or the District Ranger that the Forest Service and the operator has complied 
with provisions for mitigating unforeseen impacts as required by 36 CFR 228.4(e) and 36 CFR 800. 

Reclamation: 

 Reclaim test pits by: 
 Restoring subsoil and topsoil to existing natural ground contour. 
 Replanting beargrass clumps or other vegetation in topsoil. 
 Placing locally available slash and duff over topsoil and around beargrass clumps or other 

replanted vegetation. 
 Seeding and mulching disturbed areas with appropriate seed mix and certified weed free 

straw. 

 Perform reclamation concurrently with the operation.  Test pits and associated trails will be 
reclaimed as soon as practicable when testing is completed at a site. 

Reclamation Bond and Water Right: 

 A reclamation bond must be received for this proposal by the Forest Service before work can 
begin.  Bond amount will be calculated by the minerals administrator in an amount sufficient to 
cover the costs to reclaim the site to pre-project condition. 

 Obtain any necessary permits prior to approval of the Plan of Operations. 
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 Seasonal closeout and reclamation must be completed no later than October 1.  This is to ensure 
that all equipment is removed from the site and reclamation is complete before winter weather 
sets in. 

Once the Forest Service receives the bond, the Plan of Operations may be approved. 

Design Criteria and Mitigation Measures 

This project includes design criteria identified below to protect water quality.  These items are not all-
inclusive, as Forest Plan standards are incorporated by reference (USDA Forest Service 1987, as 
amended):  

1. Where water is used to process mineral samples onsite using sump or settling ponds, place silt 
fences or other suitable erosion control devices between the pond and live waters (including 
streams, creeks, and wetlands) such that sediment laden water is not delivered directly to these 
waters. 

2. Do not locate excavation pits and spoils piles (temporary or permanent) within any existing 
wetland. 

3. Replant all disturbed soils as soon as possible to minimize soil erosion. 
4. Do not remove dead, dying, or downed coarse woody debris from any RHCA. 
5. Where feasible, incorporate the existing woody debris and vegetation located onsite into the soil 

to maintain organic matter content and long-term soil productivity. 
6. Do not construct structures (sheds, shelters, etc.) in any wetland or floodplain within the project 

area. 
7. If existing native surface roads are used for access, reconstruct waterbars on the native surface 

project roads prior to the end of the operating season.  Follow guidelines and typical drawings, as 
specified. 

8. Do not remove, disturb, or damage any instream fish habitat structure (e.g., log jam, rock cluster, 
etc.).  If it is necessary for prudent or safe operations to do so, notify the Forest such that the 
District or Forest fisheries biologist may inspect the proposed changes to fish habitat. 

9. Where it is necessary to maintain sanitation facilities on-site, do not locate facilities closer than 50 
feet to any lake, stream, river, or wetland; and have spill prevention control and countermeasures 
such that effluent from the facility does not reach any lake, stream, river, or wetland. 

10. If the total oil or oil products storage at a work site exceeds 1,320 gallons, or if a single container 
(e.g., fuel truck or trailer) exceeds a capacity of 660 gallons, the purchaser shall prepare and 
implement a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan. The SPCC plan will meet 
applicable EPA requirements (40 CFR 112), including certification by a registered professional 
engineer. (SFP: FW-119, 120, 122). 

 
Project Implementation:  This project is proposed to begin during the 2017 work season, and is 
anticipated to take a year or less to complete.  
  
Project Information: Marty Jones, Minerals Administrator, (208) 983-5158, martinjones@fs.fed.us. 
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Map of Baner Group Exploration Drilling Project 
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2) Cherry Exploratory Drilling (Red River RD) 
 

Proposed Category:  36 CFR 220.6(e) (8) Short-term (1 year or less) mineral, energy, or geophysical 
investigations and their incidental support activities that may require cross-country travel by vehicles 
and equipment, construction of less than 1 mile of low standard road, or use and minor repair of 
existing roads. 
 

Legal Coordinates (Boise Meridian): Township 29 North, Range 9 West, Sections 29 and 30   
 

Background: The project area lies within previously disturbed and undisturbed areas within the Kirk’s 
Fork drainage.  The area is vegetated with predominately upland vegetation and timber of mixed 
species, along with areas of riparian vegetation. The purpose of the proposed action is to test for gold 
values on unpatented mining claims to determine if sufficient quantities of valuable minerals exist to 
warrant further exploration or development.  
 

Project Design / Equipment: The claimant proposes to drill in a total of four sites. The drill sites would 
be approximately 30’ X 50’ (0.03 acres) in size.  A maximum of two holes may be drilled at each site. 
The holes would be 3” to 6” in diameter and from 750’ to 1000’ deep. Drilling depths may be adjusted 
as targets become more defined. Holes would be drilled using a self-contained, track mounted drill rig 
which would be self leveling.  
 

A sump or infiltration gallery would be dug at each drill site to contain drill fluids (comprised of water 
and a clay derivative) and to allow drill cuttings to settle out. The sump would measure approximately 
2’ wide by 3’ - 4’ deep and be approximately 20’ long. The operation would require between 500 and 
1000 gallons of water per day per drill rig.  The water would likely come from Kirk’s Fork, therefore a 
water use permit would be obtained from the Idaho Department of Water Resources, and the water 
withdrawal site reviewed by Forest Service specialists before water was taken. 
 

Upon completion of drilling, each drill hole would be filled and plugged according to the State of Idaho 
Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for filling and plugging drill holes. Sumps would be allowed to 
dewater through percolation and evaporation, then backfilled upon site abandonment. Topsoil would 
be replaced, duff and woody debris scattered over the area (if available), and the area seeded and 
mulched as necessary. If earth leveling is required for any drill pad the area would be restored to 
original contour, topsoil replaced, and the site revegetated. When work at a site was completed the 
drill site would be reclaimed before moving on to the next site. The project area would be monitored 
for noxious weeds and appropriate measures taken for removal and control if found. 
 

The project area is reached by taking State Highway 14 to Forest Road 222 (Red River Road), then on 
Forest Road 9832 for approximately 2.75 miles. Approximately 0.65 miles of temporary road would be 
constructed from the end of FR 9832in order to access the project area. The exact location of the 
temporary road would be determined by a field review which will include the claimants and Forest 
Service specialists. The drill sites will be accessed using existing access roads, old road templates or by 
overland travel when possible; however, approximately 100’ or so of temporary road construction 
would be required to access some of the sites. All constructed roads would be obliterated and 
reclaimed after exploration work has been completed. Areas impacted by equipment travel would be 
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reconditioned as needed, mulched with existing duff and woody debris, and seeded as part of the 
reclamation of the drill site it accesses.  
 

4 X 4 pickups will support drilling activities. Other equipment includes a small backhoe to dig 
infiltration galleries, a small cat to conduct reclamation activities, and 4 X 4 ATVs.  A low ground 
pressure ATV or a pickup truck would transport drill core and supplies.  
 

Only one drill site would be active at any given time. As drilling was nearing completion at one site, the 
next site would be prepared ahead of time to minimize the amount of time the drill rig is sitting idle. 
Once the drill rig was removed from a site, required reclamation would be completed for that site as 
soon as practical. A reclamation bond will be calculated based on the estimated cost of reclaiming one 
active and one recently abandoned site.  The operator will submit a bond sufficient to cover the cost of 
reclaiming all anticipated surface disturbance before the Plan of Operation was approved and before 
work could begin.  
 

Other than the water use permit additional permits are not anticipated for this project. If additional 
permits are required, it would be the claimant’s responsibility to obtain them, and they would need to 
be in place before work could begin. 
 

All appropriate Best Management Practices (BMPs) for water quality standards and weed control, and 
State of Idaho BMPs for mining will be followed. In addition, standard mitigation measures have been 
developed for mining and will be implemented as appropriate.  As part of this decision, the claimant 
will  
be required to: 

General: 

 Notify the District Ranger or minerals administrator at least 48 hours before any work is to 
begin. 

 Wash all vehicles and equipment used at the site before being brought onto National Forest 
system lands to prevent the spread of noxious weeds. 

 Avoid disturbance of wetlands and stream riparian zones. 

 Avoid working on saturated soils.  

 Prevent discharge of water into any live stream or wetland.  

 Place weed free straw bales or install silt fence in places as identified by a Forest Service 
representative to minimize sediment migration from stockpiles and/or raw earth. 

 Obtain prior approval from the Forest Service for cutting or removal of trees or other large live 
vegetation.  Downfall may be removed as needed. 

 Set aside cleared slash and green vegetation (e.g., bear grass) during test pit construction. 
Remove vegetation in clumps, if possible, with the soil mass intact.  Store excavated topsoil and 
subsoil in separate stockpiles to be used during reclamation.  Temporarily replant vegetation 
clumps in the topsoil stockpile. 

 Maintain only one (1) active pit open at any one time.  Reclamation may be occurring at one (1) 
other pit concurrently. 

 Cover water pump intake hose with a 3/32” mesh screen. 

 Collect process water in the existing pit.  Regulate discharge to prevent overtopping the pit, 
and/or land apply excess water on a site designated by the Forest Service.  Application sites will 



Small NEPA Scoping Letter – June 2017 
Nez Perce – Clearwater National Forests 

 

10 
 

typically be natural sumps or depressions, pits, or trap(s) that avoid impacts to wetlands or 
streams and minimizes impacts to other surface resources.  Application rate will be such that 
overland flow is avoided. 

 Backfill and reclaim each test pit as soon as testing has been completed for that site. 

 Follow the State of Idaho Best Management Practices (BMPs) for all surface disturbing 
activities, reclamation, and abandonment.  BMPs are outlined in the Best Management 
Practices for Mining in Idaho (Idaho BMPs) (Idaho Department of Lands, et al. 1992). 

 Report accidents or injuries to the Forest Service within 24 hours. 

 Develop a hazardous materials and spill prevention plan and submit it to the District Ranger 
prior to operations. 

 Store no more than 30 gallons of fuel or oil in the project area.  Store all fuel or oil in a 
secondary containment system that limits spills to the environment. 

 Remove all equipment, garbage and trash resulting from the operation from National Forest 
system lands prior to October 1, the end of the regular operating season.  Dispose garbage and 
trash at a State of Idaho approved site.  

 Use and maintain a sanitary facility (e.g., porta-potty or self-contained camper) at the project 
area while operations are ongoing. 

 Comply with all applicable Federal and State fire laws and regulations and take all reasonable 
measures to prevent and suppress fires on the area of operations and require employees, 
contractors and subcontractors to do likewise (36 CFR 228.11). 

Cultural Resources: 

 If previously undiscovered cultural resources (historic or prehistoric objects, artifacts, or sites) 
are exposed as a result of operations, cease operations until notification is received from a 
Forest Service archeologist or the District Ranger that the Forest Service and the operator has 
complied with provisions for mitigating unforeseen impacts as required by 36 CFR 228.4(e) and 
36 CFR 800. 

Reclamation: 

 Reclaim test pits by: 
 Restoring subsoil and topsoil to existing natural ground contour. 
 Replanting beargrass clumps or other vegetation in topsoil. 
 Placing locally available slash and duff over topsoil and around beargrass clumps or other 

replanted vegetation. 
 Seeding and mulching disturbed areas with appropriate seed mix and certified weed free 

straw. 

 Perform reclamation concurrently with the operation.  Test pits and associated trails will be 
reclaimed as soon as practicable when testing is completed at a site. 

Reclamation Bond and Water Right: 

 A reclamation bond must be received for this proposal by the Forest Service before work can 
begin.  Bond amount will be calculated by the minerals administrator in an amount sufficient to 
cover the costs to reclaim the site to pre-project condition. 

 Obtain any necessary permits prior to approval of the Plan of Operations. 
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 Seasonal closeout and reclamation must be completed no later than October 1.  This is to 
ensure that all equipment is removed from the site and reclamation is complete before winter 
weather sets in. 

Once the Forest Service receives the bond, the Plan of Operations may be approved. 

Design Criteria and Mitigation Measures 

This project includes design criteria identified below to protect water quality.  These items are not all-
inclusive, as Forest Plan standards are incorporated by reference (USDA Forest Service 1987, as 
amended):  

1. Where water is used to process mineral samples onsite using sump or settling ponds, place silt 
fences or other suitable erosion control devices between the pond and live waters (including 
streams, creeks, and wetlands) such that sediment laden water is not delivered directly to these 
waters. 

2. Do not locate excavation pits and spoils piles (temporary or permanent) within any existing 
wetland. 

3. Replant all disturbed soils as soon as possible to minimize soil erosion. 
4. Do not remove dead, dying, or downed coarse woody debris from any RHCA. 
5. Where feasible, incorporate the existing woody debris and vegetation located onsite into the 

soil to maintain organic matter content and long-term soil productivity. 
6. Do not construct structures (sheds, shelters, etc.) in any wetland or floodplain within the 

project area. 
7. If existing native surface roads are used for access, reconstruct waterbars on the native surface 

project roads prior to the end of the operating season.  Follow guidelines and typical drawings, 
as specified. 

8. Do not remove, disturb, or damage any instream fish habitat structure (e.g., log jam, rock 
cluster, etc.).  If it is necessary for prudent or safe operations to do so, notify the Forest such 
that the District or Forest fisheries biologist may inspect the proposed changes to fish habitat. 

9. Where it is necessary to maintain sanitation facilities on-site, do not locate facilities closer than 
50 feet to any lake, stream, river, or wetland; and have spill prevention control and 
countermeasures such that effluent from the facility does not reach any lake, stream, river, or 
wetland. 

10. If the total oil or oil products storage at a work site exceeds 1,320 gallons, or if a single 
container (e.g., fuel truck or trailer) exceeds a capacity of 660 gallons, the purchaser shall 
prepare and implement a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan. The SPCC 
plan will meet applicable EPA requirements (40 CFR 112), including certification by a registered 
professional engineer. (SFP: FW-119, 120, 122). 
 

Project Implementation:  The project is proposed to begin during the 2017 work season, and is 
anticipated to take a year or less to complete.  
  
Project Information: Marty Jones, Minerals Administrator, (208) 983-5158, martinjones@fs.fed.us. 
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Map of the Cherry Exploratory Drilling Project 
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3) Sally Exploration Drilling (Red River RD) 

Proposed Category:  36 CFR 220.6(e) (8) Short-term (1 year or less) mineral, energy, or geophysical 
investigations and their incidental support activities that may require cross-country travel by vehicles 
and equipment, construction of less than 1 mile of low standard road, or use and minor repair of 
existing roads. 
 

Legal Coordinates (Boise Meridian):  Township 28 North, Range 8 East, Sections 6 and 7.   
 
Background: The project area lies within previously disturbed and undisturbed areas within the Kirk’s 
Fork drainage.  The area is vegetated with predominately upland vegetation and timber of mixed 
species, along with areas of riparian vegetation. The purpose of the proposed action is to test for gold 
values on unpatented mining claims to determine if sufficient quantities of valuable minerals exist to 
warrant further exploration or development. 
 

Project Design / Equipment: The claimant proposes to drill in a total of nineteen sites on an existing 
road prism or immediately adjacent to the road prism. The drill sites would be approximately 30’ x 50’ 
(0.03 acres) in size. A maximum of two holes may be drilled at each site. The holes would be 3” to 6” in 
diameter and from 750’ to 1000’ deep. Drilling depths may be adjusted as targets become more 
defined. Holes would be drilled using a self-contained, track mounted drill rig which would be self 
leveling.  
 

A sump or infiltration gallery will be dug at each site to contain drill fluid (comprised of water and a 
clay derivative) and to allow drill cuttings to settle out. This sump will measure approximately 2’ wide 
by 3’ - 4’ deep and approximately 20’ long. The operation would require between 500 and 1000 gallons 
of water per day per drill rig. A water truck would supply water for drilling needs. Water tanks may be 
used on site for storage of water. In the event that water is used from Forest lands, water use permit 
would be obtained from the Idaho Department of Water Resources, and the water withdrawal site 
reviewed by Forest Service specialists before water was taken from any stream. 
 

Upon completion of drilling, each drill hole would be filled and plugged according to the State of Idaho 
Best Management Practices (BMP’s) for filling and plugging drill holes. Sumps would be allowed to 
dewater through percolation and evaporation, then backfilled upon site abandonment. Topsoil would 
be replaced, duff and woody debris scattered over the area (if available), and the area seeded and 
mulched as necessary. If earth leveling is required for any drill pad the area would be restored to its 
original contour, the topsoil replaced, and the site revegetated. When work at a site was completed 
the drill site would be reclaimed before moving on to the next site. The project area would be 
monitored for noxious weeds and appropriate measures taken for removal and control if found. 
 

The project area is accessed by taking State Highway 14 to Forest Road 222 (Red River Road) for 
approximately 100 yards, then to Forest Road 1803 approximately 2.5 miles miles, then Forest Road 
522 for .25 miles, then on Forest Road 9816 approximately 1.5 miles to the project area. There would 
be no changes to access restrictions as the result of this project.  Up to 1000’ of temporary road 
construction would be needed to access some of the drill sites. Placement of these roads would be 
determined by a field review which will include the claimant and Forest Service specialists. Areas 
impacted by equipment travel would be reconditioned as needed, mulched with existing duff and 
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woody debris, and seeded as part of the reclamation of the drill site.  Brushing existing road templates 
may be required to reach some drill sites; soil disturbance from brushing activities would be minimized 
as much as possible. 
   
4 X 4 pickups would support drilling activities. Other equipment includes a small backhoe to dig 
infiltration galleries, a small cat to conduct reclamation activities, and 4x4 ATVs.  A low ground 
pressure ATV or a pickup truck will be used to transport drill core and supplies.  
 

Up to three sites may be active at any one time depending on the number of drills in operation. As 
drilling was nearing completion at one site, the next site would be prepared ahead of time to minimize 
the amount of time the drill rig is sitting idle. Once the drill rig was removed from a site, required 
reclamation would be completed for that site as soon as practicable. A reclamation bond would be 
calculated based on the number of drill rigs used and the number of sites active at a time and the 
estimated cost of reclaiming each active and each recently abandoned site.  The operator will submit a 
bond sufficient to cover the cost of reclaiming all anticipated surface disturbance before the Plan of 
Operation was approved and before work could begin.  
 

It is not anticipated that any additional permits would be required for this project. If additional permits 
are required, it would be the claimant’s responsibility to obtain them, and they would need to be in 
place before work could begin. 
 

All appropriate Best Management Practices (BMPs) for water quality standards and weed control, and 
State of Idaho BMPs for mining will be followed. In addition, standard mitigation measures have been 
developed for mining and will be implemented as appropriate.  As part of this decision, the claimant 
will be required to: 

General: 

 Notify the District Ranger or minerals administrator at least 48 hours before any work is to 
begin. 

 Wash all vehicles and equipment used at the site before being brought onto National Forest 
system lands to prevent the spread of noxious weeds. 

 Avoid disturbance of wetlands and stream riparian zones. 

 Avoid working on saturated soils.  

 Prevent discharge of water into any live stream or wetland.  

 Place weed free straw bales or install silt fence in places as identified by a Forest Service 
representative to minimize sediment migration from stockpiles and/or raw earth. 

 Obtain prior approval from the Forest Service for cutting or removal of trees or other large live 
vegetation.  Downfall may be removed as needed. 

 Set aside cleared slash and green vegetation (e.g., bear grass) during test pit construction. 
Remove vegetation in clumps, if possible, with the soil mass intact.  Store excavated topsoil and 
subsoil in separate stockpiles to be used during reclamation.  Temporarily replant vegetation 
clumps in the topsoil stockpile. 

 Maintain only one (1) active pit open at any one time.  Reclamation may be occurring at one (1) 
other pit concurrently. 

 Cover water pump intake hose with a 3/32” mesh screen. 
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 Collect process water in the existing pit.  Regulate discharge to prevent overtopping the pit, 
and/or land apply excess water on a site designated by the Forest Service.  Application sites will 
typically be natural sumps or depressions, pits, or trap(s) that avoid impacts to wetlands or 
streams and minimizes impacts to other surface resources.  Application rate will be such that 
overland flow is avoided. 

 Backfill and reclaim each test pit as soon as testing has been completed for that site. 

 Follow the State of Idaho Best Management Practices (BMPs) for all surface disturbing 
activities, reclamation, and abandonment.  BMPs are outlined in the Best Management 
Practices for Mining in Idaho (Idaho BMPs) (Idaho Department of Lands, et al. 1992). 

 Report accidents or injuries to the Forest Service within 24 hours. 

 Develop a hazardous materials and spill prevention plan and submit it to the District Ranger 
prior to operations. 

 Store no more than 30 gallons of fuel or oil in the project area.  Store all fuel or oil in a 
secondary containment system that limits spills to the environment. 

 Remove all equipment, garbage and trash resulting from the operation from National Forest 
system lands prior to October 1, the end of the regular operating season.  Dispose garbage and 
trash at a State of Idaho approved site.  

 Use and maintain a sanitary facility (e.g., porta-potty or self-contained camper) at the project 
area while operations are ongoing. 

 Comply with all applicable Federal and State fire laws and regulations and take all reasonable 
measures to prevent and suppress fires on the area of operations and require employees, 
contractors and subcontractors to do likewise (36 CFR 228.11). 

Cultural Resources: 

 If previously undiscovered cultural resources (historic or prehistoric objects, artifacts, or sites) 
are exposed as a result of operations, cease operations until notification is received from a 
Forest Service archeologist or the District Ranger that the Forest Service and the operator has 
complied with provisions for mitigating unforeseen impacts as required by 36 CFR 228.4(e) and 
36 CFR 800. 

Reclamation: 

 Reclaim test pits by: 
 Restoring subsoil and topsoil to existing natural ground contour. 
 Replanting beargrass clumps or other vegetation in topsoil. 
 Placing locally available slash and duff over topsoil and around beargrass clumps or other 

replanted vegetation. 
 Seeding and mulching disturbed areas with appropriate seed mix and certified weed free 

straw. 

 Perform reclamation concurrently with the operation.  Test pits and associated trails will be 
reclaimed as soon as practicable when testing is completed at a site. 

Reclamation Bond and Water Right: 

 A reclamation bond must be received for this proposal by the Forest Service before work can 
begin.  Bond amount will be calculated by the minerals administrator in an amount sufficient to 
cover the costs to reclaim the site to pre-project condition. 
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 Obtain any necessary permits prior to approval of the Plan of Operations. 

 Seasonal closeout and reclamation must be completed no later than October 1.  This is to 
ensure that all equipment is removed from the site and reclamation is complete before winter 
weather sets in. 

Once the Forest Service receives the bond, the Plan of Operations may be approved. 

Design Criteria and Mitigation Measures 

This project includes design criteria identified below to protect water quality.  These items are not all-
inclusive, as Forest Plan standards are incorporated by reference (USDA Forest Service 1987, as 
amended):  

1. Where water is used to process mineral samples onsite using sump or settling ponds, place silt 
fences or other suitable erosion control devices between the pond and live waters (including 
streams, creeks, and wetlands) such that sediment laden water is not delivered directly to these 
waters. 

2. Do not locate excavation pits and spoils piles (temporary or permanent) within any existing 
wetland. 

3. Replant all disturbed soils as soon as possible to minimize soil erosion. 
4. Do not remove dead, dying, or downed coarse woody debris from any RHCA. 
5. Where feasible, incorporate the existing woody debris and vegetation located onsite into the 

soil to maintain organic matter content and long-term soil productivity. 
6. Do not construct structures (sheds, shelters, etc.) in any wetland or floodplain within the 

project area. 
7. If existing native surface roads are used for access, reconstruct waterbars on the native surface 

project roads prior to the end of the operating season.  Follow guidelines and typical drawings, 
as specified. 

8. Do not remove, disturb, or damage any instream fish habitat structure (e.g., log jam, rock 
cluster, etc.).  If it is necessary for prudent or safe operations to do so, notify the Forest such 
that the District or Forest fisheries biologist may inspect the proposed changes to fish habitat. 

9. Where it is necessary to maintain sanitation facilities on-site, do not locate facilities closer than 
50 feet to any lake, stream, river, or wetland; and have spill prevention control and 
countermeasures such that effluent from the facility does not reach any lake, stream, river, or 
wetland. 

10. If the total oil or oil products storage at a work site exceeds 1,320 gallons, or if a single 
container (e.g., fuel truck or trailer) exceeds a capacity of 660 gallons, the purchaser shall 
prepare and implement a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan. The SPCC 
plan will meet applicable EPA requirements (40 CFR 112), including certification by a registered 
professional engineer. (SFP: FW-119, 120, 122). 
 

Project Implementation:  The project is proposed to begin during the 2017 work season, and is 
anticipated to take a year or less to complete.  
  
Project Information: Marty Jones, Minerals Administrator, (208) 983-5158, martinjones@fs.fed.us. 
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Map of the Sally Exploratory Drilling Project 
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4) North Fork Aspen Regeneration (North Fork RD) 

Proposed Category:  36 CFR 220.6(e) (6) Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat improvement activities 
that do not include the use of herbicides or do not require more than 1 mile of low standard road 
construction. 
 

Legal Coordinates (Boise Meridian):  Township 41 North, Range 10 East, Sections 35 and 36; Township 
41 North, Range 11 East, Section 31 
 

Background: Aspen in the western U.S., including the Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests (Forest), 
is in decline, primarily due to encroachment by surrounding conifers and lack of periodic disturbance. 
Aspen on the Forest is composed of mostly mature clones, with clones ranging from 2 - 20 acres in size.  
This small size provides opportunities to efficiently reestablish and increase aspen habitat on the 
Forest through the removal of competing vegetation (conifers) within and adjacent to the clone and by 
cutting the mature aspen to reset the seral clock.   
 
Aspen, and its successional stages, is a unique habitat type on the Forest, one utilized by numerous 
wildlife species: regenerating aspen clones provide foraging areas for elk, deer, and moose and are 
used by Neotropical migratory birds as foraging and fledgling dispersal areas.  Aspen is important 
brood-rearing and foraging habitat for wild turkey where its range includes individual clones.  Aspen 
and associated fruiting shrubs in regenerating stands provide summer, fall and winter forage for ruffed 
grouse with the younger stands providing brood-rearing cover. Regenerating and expanding the clones 
is needed to maintain aspen as a component for wildlife and for overall habitat diversity on the Forest.   
 
Project Design / Equipment: The U.S. Forest Service is proposing to regenerate mature aspen clones 
in the Birch Ridge area on the North Fork Ranger District (see map below). Access to the sites is off of 
FSR 720. The project would not change access restrictions. The project proposes: 
 

 Using chainsaws, Forest Service crews would cut-and-fell approximately 150 acres (6 stands) of 
aspen and competing conifers within mature clones, and cut-and-fell conifers adjacent to the 
clones where suppressed aspen regeneration or evidence of recent aspen presence exists.  If no 
adjacent aspen regeneration is apparent, conifers within 200 feet and downwind (prevailing 
wind direction) of the clone would be treated to expand the extent of the clone. Two to five 
mature aspen per acre would be retained within the stands to buffer against the possibility of 
drought induced Sudden Aspen Decline.   
 

 Treatments would occur during the aspen dormant period, primarily when the ground is frozen. 
Treatments may also be conducted outside of the dormant period, depending on resource 
availability. 

 

 All treatments would be outside of existing and proposed timber harvest projects. Unit 
boundaries have been clipped to avoid RHCAs. 

 

 A potential follow–up project to burn the treated stands, most likely as part of a larger 
landscape prescribed burn, will be proposed as a seperate project, if burning is recommended.  
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The treated clones would be monitored one year post-implimentation to evaluate the effects of the 
treatments. Stands would then be evaluated 4-5 years afterwards to ensure aspen regeneration is not 
experiencing Sudden Aspen Decline, to document the extent of elk/wildife utilization, and to 
determine if the treatments should be replicated or modified elsewhere on the forest. Elements to be 
evaluated include percent (%) regeneration of the clones, percent survival of the residual mature 
aspen trees, and response of the suppressed aspen in the clones’ halo area. 
 

Best Management Practices (BMPs) for water quality standards and weed control would be followed. 
The Design Criteria listed below are not all-inclusive, as Forest Plan standards are incorporated by 
reference (USDA Forest Service 1987, as amended):  

 Restrict activities when soils are wet to prevent resource damage (indicators include excessive 
rutting, soil displacement, and erosion).   

 Cutting would occur outside of the migratory bird nesting season (April 15-July 15). 

 Maintain a minimum 40-acre yearlong no-treatment buffer around identified recently occupied 
goshawk nest trees.  

 No ground disturbing activities would be allowed in occupied post-fledgling goshawk areas in 
the vicinity of recently occupied nests from April 15 to August 15. 

 No cutting would occur in old growth. 

 The Project Wildlife Biologist will be notified of any sightings of threatened, endangered, or 
sensitive/rare wildlife species in the project area during project layout and implementation.   

 The District wildlife biologist will analyze the potential effects on the species and prescribe 
appropriate protection measures, if needed, including avoidance of the area or implement a 
timing modification. 

 

Project Implementation:  The project is proposed for fall (September - November) 2017. Treatments 
are expected to be completed in a single field season. 
  
Project Information: Jim Lutes, Wildlife Biologist, (208)963-4202, jamesrlutes@fs.fed.us; Mike Pruss, 
Wildlife Program Manager, (208)-935-4289, mpruss@fs.fed.us 
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Map of North Fork Aspen Regeneration Project 

 


