
 
 

On August 21, 2017 at approximately 2:30 pm EDT, a total eclipse of the sun will pass over parts of 

Western North Carolina. This natural event will pass over 12 states, with the 70 mile wide path of total 

darkness beginning in Oregon and exiting the U.S. in South Carolina. Areas within this path will 

experience total darkness for up to 2 minutes 40 seconds. The Nantahala National Forest (Nantahala, 

Tusquitee, and Cheoah Ranger Districts) and Pisgah National Forest (Pisgah Ranger District) and 

surrounding communities are within the 70 mile wide total darkness path.  

WARNING: Never look at a partial solar eclipse without proper eyewear designed for an eclipse. Regular 

sunglasses do not offer sufficient protection from the sun and their use can lead to eye damage. 

 

National Forests in North Carolina: Some eclipse viewers, many of whom may not be familiar with 

national forest lands, may wish to observe the eclipse in a more natural setting. We expect our 

recreation sites and campgrounds to be at capacity on August 21 and the weekend before, with 

extremely high demand. Most of our sites do not take reservations, and are offered on a first-come 

basis, so make sure to arrive with alternate plans in mind. Planning your visit ahead of time may help 

your visit be more enjoyable and safer. Remember that this eclipse can be viewed anywhere the sun is 

visible - it is not necessary to be on the national forest or even at high elevation to view it. 

As eclipse viewers prepare to visit this area, most lodging has become fully booked, and options for 

camping may be limited due to the high number of visitors. Be sure to familiarize yourself with the rules 

and regulations of the area you plan on visiting including camping restrictions.  See 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/activity/nfsnc/recreation/camping-cabins for more information. 

Much of the Nantahala and Pisgah National Forests is remote and rugged, often difficult to access. Some 

locations on these forests have road access concerns, requiring transit over rough/gravel roads that may 

not be suitable for vehicles without high clearance or 4 wheel drive. Locations outside of developed 

recreation areas have very limited access and parking, restricted traffic flow, and no facilities with 

running water. Parking is not allowed in or on roads, and at sites with “No Parking” signs. On August 21, 

expect high traffic on our narrow roads and crowded areas that might result in a bad experience for you. 

Forest Service management is focused on public safety and protecting our natural and cultural 

resources. It may be necessary to control traffic and parking, as well as restrict access to some areas to 

reduce the potential for damage. 

Cell phone service can be limited or unavailable and GPS units are often unreliable in the forest, so plan 

your route in advance and have a map. Tread lightly, and leave no trace by removing trash and packing 

out what you packed in. For more information, visit our new Solar Eclipse Website at fs.usda.gov/nfsnc 

 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/activity/nfsnc/recreation/camping-cabins


 

WNC Community Events 

The total eclipse path will pass through the Nantahala National Forest in Cherokee, Clay, Graham, 

Macon, Swain, and Jackson Counties, and through the Pisgah Ranger District in Transylvania and 

southern Haywood Counties. Communities throughout the area will be hosting celebrations and 

showcasing local and regional culture. These events are easily accessible and offer various amenities.  

 

Listed below are some of the community events planned for the August 21 Solar Eclipse near Pisgah and Nantahala 

National Forests. For more events and information, visit http://www.eclipse2017.org/2017/states/NC.htm 

Andrews, NC: Andrews Middle School is hosting a viewing and camping venue with music, food, vendors 

and tons of activities.  Over 500 spots are available and the property touches the totality line. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/160663454322601/ 

Bryson City, NC: Solar Fever will take over starting Aug. 18 with a free outdoor movie and continuing 

through the weekend with free live music concerts, free planetarium programs and outdoor activities. 

The Visitor Center will have info sheets as well as maps to multiple eclipse viewing locations, 11am-3pm 

on Monday. Enjoy a free Block Party at the Depot and at the Swain County Event Park just outside of 

town.  

Dillsboro, NC: Viewing at Monteith Park with a free shuttle to local shops and restaurants. Interpretive 

nature trails and recreation areas for children, and eclipse glasses will be available. For more 

information, visit https://www.discoverjacksonnc.com/total-solar-eclipse/ 

Robbinsville, NC: The Great American Solar Eclipse is coming to Graham County and Stecoah Valley 

Center is in the path of Totality! The Center will have free admission and free eclipse glasses for the first 

500 visitors, food and cold drinks for sale, educational activities and music. 

Sapphire, NC: There will be an organized 3-day eclipse event at Gorges State Park in Sapphire, NC. 
Saturday, August 19, is Nature Day with ranger-led hikes throughout the day. Sunday, August 20, is 
Family Fun Day with food, music, exhibitors and learnings about the eclipse. Monday, August 21, is 
Eclipse Day with the focus on eye safety and music to pass the time. There is no admission charge for 
anything, and safety glasses will be made available on Monday to any Park visitor who needs a pair. 

Sylva, NC: Downtown Sylva will be hosting several activities and events to celebrate the Great American 
Solar Eclipse throughout the weekend of August 18th-21st. The weekend kicks off at Bridge Park with 
Concerts on the Creek on Friday, August 18th where the popular band, Porch 40, will be playing from 7-9 
p.m. For more information, visit https://www.discoverjacksonnc.com/total-solar-eclipse 

https://www.facebook.com/events/160663454322601/
https://www.discoverjacksonnc.com/total-solar-eclipse/

