
Cultural and Historic Resources
13,000 Years of Human Occupation and Use

The GMUG is required to preserve significant archaeological and historic 
resources under numerous federal laws and regulations and evaluate 
whether they are eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places. The GMUG contains cultural resources* that demonstrate human 
occupation and use for at least the last 13,000 years. American Indians, 
including those ancestral to the Ute people, have inhabited or utilized 
the area over much of this time span. Occupation and use of the plan 
area by Europeans, Anglo-Americans, and Hispanics has occurred over 
approximately the past 200 years. American Indians, Hispanic, and Anglo-
American traditional communities continue to use the GMUG for 
economic-subsistence, as well as social, recreational, and religious 
purposes.

Currently, there are more than 7,600 documented cultural resources on 
the GMUG, including more than 5,000 prehistoric* and about 2,500 
historic* remains. Of those, nearly 800 are eligible for listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), 16 are listed on the National 
Register, and 48 are Priority Heritage Assets (highest priority sites for 
management). Many FS roads that provide access into the GMUG are 
historic, formally Indian trails, wagon roads, mining roads, and railroad 
routes.

Cultural and historic resources are fragile, non-renewable and are 
protected by federal laws including:

• 1966 National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

• 1979 Archaeological Resources Protection Act (ARPA)

• 1990 Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA)

Ongoing threats to these resources include deterioration, increased 
visitation, climate change, erosion, neglect, vandalism and theft. 

• Update plan direction to stabilize, preserve, interpret, and protect 
historic and sensitive properties (e.g., archaeological sites, historic 
structures, and traditional cultural properties).

• Provide desired conditions that address the alignment of heritage 
resource management objectives (the management of historic 
properties and landscapes, sacred sites, contemporary uses) with 
other resource management objectives (including ecosystem 
restoration)

• Recognize that cultural resources contain important scientific 
information on past human-environment interactions and may have 
much to contribute to ecosystem evolution.

• Consider historic properties for recreation rentals or adaptive re-use.

• Include direction for all current and potential Special Use Areas. Cultural and historic resources on the GMUG represent the processes 
and events important to the identity and history of local and tribal 
communities. Contemporary uses of resources and places within the 
GMUG by local communities are critical to maintaining their cultural 
identity. 

Historic properties contain a wealth of information for potential scientific 
research regarding social and ecological conditions and changes through 
time, including human successes and failures in coping with these 
transformations over the past thirteen millennia. 

This information is of value to managers making decisions regarding 
contemporary and future ecological and cultural management as well as 
educating the public about the complex ecological sustainability and 
historic value of the GMUG. 

Eye-catching Visual! Eye-catching Visual! 

• Less than 10% of the entire GMUG has been surveyed for cultural 
resources. 

• Less than 20% of the cultural resources that have been recorded have 
been evaluated for their eligibility  to be listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places

• Nearly two-thirds of known cultural resources on the GMUG  have no 
current condition assessment information.

Get Involved! Volunteer at Passportintime.com
*Cultural resource = physical evidence or place of human activity
Archaeological resource = material remains of past human life that are of archaeological interest
Prehistoric = predates written records in a given area.
Historic = written records available 

• Increased visitation and impacts to cultural resources due to 
continued growth of cultural tourism.

• Continued degradation of cultural resources due to vandalism, lack of 
surveys and lack of condition assessments.

• Accelerated deterioration due to climate change (e.g., changes in 
precipitation, increased erosion, changes in land cover/vegetation, 
increased wildfire risk, etc.).

• Greater focus on public education and interpretation.

Current Conditions and Trends

Possible Future Trends

Potential Need for Change

Quick Facts

Tabeguache Cave- Uncompahgre NF Alpine Tunnel Historic District- Gunnison NF

Left: Colorado Boy Mine- Uncompahgre NF
Right: Alpine Tunnel ca. 1880s- Gunnison NF

Raber Cow Camp- Grand Mesa NF

Fairview Lookout- Gunnison NF 


	Slide Number 1

