
At Home On The Range!
Grazing and Invasive Species Management

The GMUG has one of the largest grazing programs in the Rocky 
Mountain Region. Historically, ranching has been a large part of the social 
and economic make-up of Western Colorado. Many members of these 
rural communities continue in this profession for their livelihood and to 
pass these traditions on to future generations.

Definitions
Range - land supporting native vegetation that is grazed (or has the potential                                                                        
to be grazed), and is managed as a natural ecosystem 
Range Condition – the present state of vegetation
Range Trend – the direction of change observed over time

Identify rest periods following fire, drought, seeding, etc.

Set stubble heights standards for measuring forage utilization  
instead of forage utilization by percent

Allow for a range of seral stages across the landscape instead of  
managing for just one (i.e., mid-seral)

Provide standards to improve or maintain rangeland health

Shift from prescriptive to adaptive management

Incorporate Integrated Pest Management (IPM) for native invasive  
and/or poisonous plants, which includes the use of herbicide

Fire effects and the recovery time needed before areas can be grazed

Climate Change and associated drought limiting available water

Increasing water and recreation demand from growing populations 

Shrub and conifer encroachment into grassland soils

Conflicts between domestic sheep grazing in bighorn sheep habitat

Native invasive and poisonous plant expansion

Non-native, invasive species introduction and expansion

Management Challenges
Wildfire can provide long-term benefits to maintaining the ecological 
integrity of rangeland and preventing woody encroachment.

Prescribed fire activities pose short-term management challenges as the 
vegetation providing forage is also the fuel to carry the fire! There’s also a 
need to rest areas from grazing before a fire (to provide the fuel) and 
after fire (prescribed or wildfire) to provide for watershed and forage 
recovery. This results is the need to find other areas to graze.

The presence of threatened, endangered, or sensitive plants and animals 
could make finding other areas to graze a challenge for managers.

Competition for forage between livestock and increasing wildlife 
populations (elk, deer, moose) is an ongoing concern for livestock 
producers.

Eye-catching 
Visual! 

How is grazing and weed management important to you? 

How would you describe current conditions?

What changes (positive and negative) have you noticed over time? 

What do you expect to see if conditions improve/decline over time?

What ideas do you have for how management should adapt to 
changing conditions?

Do you have any information that we should consider?

Are you willing to become a Citizen Scientist to help inventory or 
monitor these resources?

Starting in 1905, livestock numbers were reduced in response to 
declining range conditions. Range conditions started to improve as 
rotational grazing systems were introduced in the 1950’s and 60’s. 
Temporary reductions in numbers and/or seasons will continue given 
other stressors such as fire, invasive plants, climate change, etc. These 
reductions may become permanent if resource values can’t be sustained. 

If warmer and wetter conditions become the norm, livestock numbers 
may go up and/or the season of use could be longer. 

If drier and colder conditions become the norm, livestock numbers could 
go down and/or season of use could be shorter.

Current Conditions 

Current and Possible Future Trends

Key Issues, Challenges and Opportunities Potential Need for Change

How can you help?

Eye-catching 
Visual! 

1.9 million acres of active grazing allotments

150 active grazing allotments

223 grazing permit holders

129 cattle allotments, 19 sheep, 2 dual use

Permitted #: 51,131 cattle; 27,331 sheep

$386,728 in grazing fees collected in 2016

Shetland sheep being used as a biological 
control for oxeye daisy; a Federally listed 
noxious weed.

Buzzard Allotment - 1978 Buzzard Allotment - 1991 Buzzard Allotment - 2005Buzzard Allotment -1968

Beaver Park Range Exclosure. 
Norwood Ranger District. 2002

Change in Range Condition by Year

38% Poor

45% Fair

14% Good 3% Excellent

1987
3% Poor

44% Fair53% Good

2005
1% Poor

28% Fair
67% Good

4% Excellent
2016117,000

56,000 45,000

64,000 57,000
51,131

122,000
116,000

76,000

53,000
29,000 27,331

25,000

45,000

65,000

85,000

105,000

125,000

1919 1940 1950 1991 2006 2016

Permitted Livestock Numbers by Year

Cattle Sheep


	Slide Number 1

