
Areas of Tribal Importance
Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments

The GMUG routinely consults with three Ute Tribes (Southern Ute, Ute 
Mountain Ute, and Northern Ute) on policy development, plans, projects, 
programs, or activities proposed on the GMUG that have a potential to 
affect tribal interests. Lands managed by the GMUG have been used, and 
continue to be used by tribes for a variety of traditional cultural and 
religious activities. Tribes also rely upon the GMUG for forest products 
and for personal and ceremonial use. 

Land use decisions made by forest plan revision have the potential to 
affect traditional cultural resources and landscapes, sacred sites and 
places, and locations of traditional use. The GMUG contains many areas 
and landmarks that are part of complex traditional cultural landscapes 
developed within the homelands of the tribal groups that occupied these 
lands prior to European arrival. Laws regulating culturally important 
places to tribes include:  
• National Historic Preservation Act 
• American Indian Religious Freedom Act 
• Archaeological Resources Protection Act 
• Sacred Lands Executive Order (Executive Order 13007) 
• Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act

• Ensure that implementation of GMUG programs and activities is 
consistent with, and fulfills, mandated trust responsibilities with 
tribes.

• Provide increased awareness of tribal rights and direction regarding 
the opportunities for integrating forest restoration and tribal cultural 
needs.

• Provide direction to work across boundaries in partnership with tribes 
to manage landscapes and address threats to adjacent tribal 
resources through the Tribal Forest Protection Act of 2004, to meet 
common objectives identified in tribe land management plans.

• Provide management direction for American Indian traditional 
cultural properties and sacred sites, and non-Native traditional 
cultural properties while conserving anonymity of such sites where 
appropriate. 

Through previous consultations and meetings, tribes have identified 
different types of areas of importance on the GMUG. These places have 
importance both to tribal history and identity as well as to the ritual, 
social, and economic life individual tribal members, and include: 
• archaeological sites
• cultural landscapes
• specific landforms
• landscape features 
• plant communities 
More areas of importance will likely be identified in the future, as 
deemed appropriate by tribes and in relationship to particular projects or 
activities on the GMUG. 

Cultural resource sites and cultural landscapes identified by tribes 
include individual sites as well as landscapes made up of sites, land forms 
and natural resources that form the world of ancient as well as modern 
Indian people. For example the Uncompahgre Plateau has been 
identified by the Utes as an important cultural landscape, and specific 
landforms have also been identified as integral parts of that landscape. 
Specific issues that have been identified by the Utes include:
• Landscape/ ecosystem restoration, particularly addressing beetle 

killed trees across the GMUG and specifically on the Uncompahgre 
Plateau

• Increase risk of wildfire, particularly on Uncompahgre Plateau
• Preservation of Ute cultural heritage on GMUG lands
• Preservation of perishable wooden archaeological features of 

aboriginal origin (including Ute)
• Hunting and fishing rights (1873 Brunot Treaty)
• Integration of Ute cultural and natural resource concerns into FS 

planning

The Tribal Forest Protection Act of 2004 (TFPA) allows tribes to propose 
projects on National Forest System lands to protect their own trust 
resources. TFPA authorizes the Secretaries of Agriculture and Interior to 
give special consideration to tribally proposed Stewardship Contracting 
or other projects on Forest Service (FS) or Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) land bordering or adjacent to Indian trust land to protect 
resources from fire, disease, or other threat coming off of that FS or BLM 
land. 

The Ute Mountain Ute Tribe and Southern Ute Tribe retain hunting rights 
within the original 1873 Brunot Treaty area. Enrolled tribal members may 
hunt and fish without a state license year-round, provided they obtain a 
tribal hunting permit.

The Brunot Treaty area in relation to the GMUG National Forests

Additionally, under the terms of the 2008 Farm Bill the GMUG may allow 
gathering for traditional and cultural purposes, and facilitate tribal 
members in collecting botanical and other special forest products from 
National Forest System lands. 

Tribal uses occur across the GMUG and culturally-important resources 
are at risk from environmental change, change in land ownership, access 
to land and resources, degradation of forest health and watershed 
conditions, energy development, population growth, expanding 
recreation use, development of private land, vandalism and theft, and 
management activities across cultural landscapes.

Tribes are taking an increasingly active role in the protection and 
restoration of various species of plants, animals, and fish on public lands.
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Examples of cultural resources important to tribes

Wickiup Petroglyph Culturally modified tree

Ute wickiup ca. 1870-1880s Tabeguache Cave- Uncompahgre NF
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