
Over the River & Through the Woods
Wilderness and Wild and Scenic Rivers Processes

Question: Why is the Forest Service undertaking a Wilderness study?
Answer: As part of the 2012 Planning Rule, the GMUG is required to analyze lands  
for potential Recommendation as wilderness. No wilderness designation will be 
made as a result; that is the authority of Congress.  

Question:  How does the wilderness process work?
Answer: The wilderness process requires four primary steps, each of which include 
public involvement. 

1. Inventory - Identify and inventory all lands that may be suitable for 
inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation System.

2. Evaluation - Evaluate the wilderness characteristics of each area 
based on a given set of criteria.

3. Analysis - The forest supervisor will determine which areas to 
further analyze in the environmental analysis process.

4. Recommendation - The Forest Supervisor will decide which areas, if 
any, to recommend for inclusion in the National Wilderness 
Preservation System (NWPS).

Question:  What does that actually mean?
Answer: The first step, Inventory, divides the GMUG into areas that can then be 
Evaluated for their wilderness characteristics and manageability. Based on the 
Evaluation and input from the public, some areas, or portions thereof, will be 
Analyzed in one or more alternatives in the analysis process. Based on this 
analysis and public input the Forest Supervisor may Recommend that certain areas 
be considered for wilderness designation.

Question: Didn’t the GMUG already conduct a WSR study?
Answer: The GMUG conducted WSR eligibility studies in 2005 as part of 
the previous plan revision process.  19 river/stream segments were 
identified as eligible, but because the plan was never signed and 
implemented, no management direction for those segments was 
established. 

Question: Will the new study be different than the previous one?
Answer: Since the completion of the 2005 analysis, there are new criteria 
for evaluating WSRs.
• Because a new dataset is required to conduct the WSR study, the 

GMUG will likely find streams not identified in the 2005 effort that will 
need to be analyzed.

• Only streams that were not analyzed during the 2005 analysis will be 
analyzed during forest plan revision, unless changing stream 
conditions warrant a new analysis. 

Question: Why is the Forest Service undertaking a Wild and Scenic River 
study?
Answer: The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (WSRA) and the 2012 planning 
rule require the GMUG to inventory and evaluate rivers for eligibility for 
inclusion in the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System (NWSRS) during 
forest plan revision. All named rivers must be included. If an inventory of 
eligible rivers has been previously completed, the study process can be 
limited to rivers not previously evaluated for eligibility, and those with 
changed circumstances. 

Question: How does the Wild and Scenic River process work?
Answer: The Forest Service follows a three-step process

1. Evaluate eligibility - Develop an inventory of rivers to be 
studied and a systematic approach to identifying 
outstandingly remarkable values. Evaluate eligibility based 
on free-flowing characteristics and the presence of 
outstandingly remarkable values.

2. Preliminary classification - Classify eligible rivers as wild, 
scenic, or recreational, based on the level of development of 
the shoreline and the watercourse, the level of access at the 
time the river is found eligible, and water quality.

3. Determine suitability - Assess the eligible river’s potential 
for inclusion in the NWSRS. 

Question: What is an outstandingly remarkable value (ORV)?
Answer: A feature must be unique, rare or exemplary and significant at a 
regional or national scale to be considered an ORV. Types of ORVs may 
include scenic, recreational, geologic, historic, cultural, fish, wildlife, or 
other related values. An ORV must be river dependent and owe its 
existence to the presence of the river. 

Wilderness Process Wild and Scenic River Process

Previous WSR AnalysisHow can you help?
• Stay connected! Find out more about these processes and 

how you can participate by visiting the GMUG planning 
website, joining our mailing list, and getting involved. 

• Do you understand the distinction between wilderness and 
other forest lands? 

• What do you value about Wilderness? 
• What do you value about Wild and Scenic Rivers? 

La Garita Wilderness

West Elk Wilderness

Collegiate Peaks Wilderness

Raggeds Wilderness

Powderhorn Wilderness

Fossil Ridge Wilderness
Maroon Bells- Snowmass 

Wilderness

Mt. Sneffels Wilderness

Uncompahgre Wilderness
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