
J ose Noriega has some
       great stories to tell   
    about his career. As the 
District Ranger for the Ely 
Ranger District on Nevada’s 
Humboldt-Toiyabe National 
Forest, he has the job that many 
U.S. Forest Service employees 
aspire too. 

“Basically, I’m in a leadership position 
on a local level,” said Jose. “I manage 
the people who manage the resources 
on the district.” 

Jose is lucky – or perhaps unlucky – to 
serve on the district where he grew 
up. “I know everyone around here in 
Ely and their histories, but then again 
they know mine too!” he laughs. His 
father was a Basque shepherd from 
Spain. After immigrating to the U.S. 
in the early 1960s, he grazed sheep 
on lots that are now under his son’s 
supervision. His mother was from Ely 
and served as a County Commissioner 
for White Pine County for several 
years.

After graduating from White Pine 
High School, Jose went to Utah State 
University for a degree in fisheries 
and wildlife management. He began 
seasonal work while still in college. He 
first worked on a fisheries crew with 
the Nevada Department of Wildlife, 
and later as a Trail Crew Supervisor for 
the Humboldt National Forest before 
it was consolidated with the Toiyabe 
National Forest.

Jose graduated from Utah State in 
1992 and accepted a District Wildlife 
Biologist position on the Challis 

Ranger District on Idaho’s Challis 
National Forest, which later became 
the Salmon-Challis National Forest.

“I had some adventures at my first full-
time job,” said Jose. “During that time, 
wolves were being reintroduced to 
the Challis after being locally extinct 
for about a hundred years, and they 
certainly received a mixed reception 
from the public. Some welcomed the 
reintroduction wholeheartedly, while 
others were not so happy about it. 
The experience taught me a lot about 
working with local communities.”

In 1995, he transferred to the Powell 
Ranger District on Utah’s Dixie 
National Forest as the District Wildlife 
Biologist and Recreation Staff Officer. 
After serving there for five years, he 
became the District Ranger for the 
Santa Rosa Ranger District on the 
Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest. 

In 2009, Jose had the chance to return 
to his hometown as its District Ranger, 
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and he took it gladly. “I wanted to do 
something to restore the sagebrush 
ecosystems on the Ely Ranger District,” 
said Jose. “Due to decades of wildfire 
suppression, conifers had encroached 
on traditionally open areas, crowding 
out the sagebrush and wildlife that 
depended on it. The district was in 
desperate need of some prescribed fire 
to reestablish the balance.”

“Fire is a natural, necessary, and even 
inevitable part of ecology,” added Jose. 
“I firmly believe prescribed fire is the 
most effective way to accomplish many 
of our land management objectives.”

Although he has been offered other jobs 
and promotions, Jose said he has no 
interest in leaving. He plans to remain 
as Ely’s District Ranger until he retires. 
His only other ambition is to become 
the White Pine County’s sheriff. 

“I’d like to run for sheriff after I retire 
from the Forest Service because I want 
to crack down on Ely’s crime and 
drugs,” said Jose. “I’ve had the chance 
to support several law enforcement 
investigations on the district.” For 
his work, Jose received the 2011 
Law Enforcement and Investigations 
Director’s Award for Line Officer of the 
Year.

Jose has the following advice for others 
who aspire to become District Rangers. 
“Don’t be afraid to think outside the 
box.”

Jose says that because he has issues 
with swelling in his ankles, he usually 
foregoes traditional rigid hiking boots 
in favor of softer light hikers or running 
shoes. “I love the casual environment at 
the Forest Service,” said Jose. “Even in 
the office, many people dress comfort-
ably in outdoor clothing. We’re ready to 
go out and do fieldwork at any time!”

From the office to the field, 
boots symbolize the work the 
U.S. Forest Service employees 
do caring for the land…


