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Recreation Outstandingly remarkable value (ORV) 
 
In developing the region of comparison for the recreation ORV we considered where the majority of Forest visitors come from. Forest Visitors 
generally are local or regional, coming from as far as Spokane, Missoula and Boise and places in between, or approximately ½ day’s drive from a 
portion of the Forest (National Visitor Use Monitoring, 2011) We compared the recreational opportunities of rivers on the Nez Perce Clearwater 
with rivers people would pass by to get here. The extends in the north to the south half of the Idaho Panhandle to eastern Washington and 
Spokane, to the South to the South Fork of the Payette and east to western Montana (the Bitterroot and Clark Fork Rivers). (See recreation 
region of comparison map) 
 
The Recreation ORV definition in the FS directives for Wild and Scenic Rivers is: “Recreational opportunities are high quality and attract, or have 
the potential to attract, visitors from throughout or beyond the region of comparison; or the recreation opportunities are unique or rare within 
the region. River-related recreational opportunities include, but are not limited to, sightseeing, interpretation, wildlife observations, camping, 
photography, hiking, fishing, hunting and boating. The river may provide settings for national or regional use or competitive events.” (FSH 
1909.12, chapter 80) 
 
In considering the types of recreation that are unique or exemplary in the region of comparison and not all rivers with the attributes listed. We 
began by defining specific attributes within the broader definition of recreation that may contribute to outstandingly remarkable values.  
 

Attribute Description Information sources 
1) Streams paralleled by 
Nationally designated trails 
or regionally important trails 
such as National Recreation 
Trails, National Historic Trails, 
other major trail such as the 
Idaho Centennial Trail. 

National Recreation Trails 
National Historic Trails 
Other major trails 
Idaho Centennial Trail 

Forest Plan assessment- recreation.  
Forest websites 
Specific comment letters on the proposed action 
State of Idaho or local tourism websites 
Idaho’s Scenic Highways, Volume 1 Central Idaho Rivers, K.E., 1997 
Hiking from here.org 
www.idahoconservation.org/events/plan-your-own-adventure 
www.trails.com 
www.summitpost.org 
100 Hikes in the Inland Northwest (Landers) 

2) Swimming or soaking 
opportunities such as 
beaches or other swimming 
areas accessible by road or 
trail and undeveloped hot 

Beaches or swimming areas 
other swimming areas 
accessible by road or trail or 
undeveloped hot springs 
accessible by trail 

Forest website, forest plan assessment, comment letters on the proposed 
action,  google earth, local knowledge 
www.idahohotsprings.org 
www.hotspringsenthusiast.org 
forest website, local knowledge.  

http://www.idahoconservation.org/events/plan-your-own-adventure
http://www.trails.com/
http://www.summitpost.org/
http://www.idahohotsprings.org/
http://www.hotspringsenthusiast.org/
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1.) Nationally designated Trails- We reviewed designated trails, six National Recreation Trails, two National Historic Trails and the Idaho 
Centennial Trail. Of these, Elk Creek (near Elk River) and Meadow Creek (tributary to the Selway River) stood out as National trails where 
the focus is on the interaction with the river.  Elk Creek Falls includes multiple waterfalls that are easily accessible by a networks of trails 
that make enjoyment of the falls relatively easy for a number of people. The falls segment of Elk Creek is popular and touted in 
numerous guide books and local and regional tourism websites.  The trail along Meadow Creek provides an extensive opportunity to 
interact with the creek.  

 
2.) Swimming or Soaking- River swimming opportunities are large natural beaches with eddies, accessible by road or trails. The Salmon 

River stands out as places for swimming that may attract people beyond the region of comparison. Although there are numerous hot 
springs in the region of comparison most have various levels of development, especially those on private land such as Red River Hot 
Springs, and Lolo Hot Springs. Others such as Barth Hot springs have mortared rocks or other man-made structures. Others are very 
remote, very small or do not provide a soaking opportunity. (idahohotsprings.com). Undeveloped hot springs do not have permanent 
man-made structures although they may have loose rock or stacked logs. The two that stand out as unique or exemplary are Jerry 
Johnson Hot Springs in Warm Springs Creek and Stanley Hot springs in Huckleberry Creek. The series of hot springs in Warm Springs 
Creek attract visitors from a larger region and are enjoyed throughout the year. Huckleberry Creek is a longer hike, close to five miles 
with a crossing of Boulder Creek to reach it which limits the season of use, but it is still very popular.   

springs accessible by road or 
trail.  
 

 
 

3) Boatable waters Rivers or streams that are 
described as having a boating 
opportunity. 

Western Whitewater, Cassady, Cross and Calhoun, 1994 
Idaho Whitewater, Grant Amaral, 1990 
Guide to Idaho Paddling, Flatwater and Easy Whitewater Trips. Daly and 
Watters 
American Whitewater.org website 
Comment letters from various river advocacy groups 
 

4) High Quality Blue Ribbon 
equivalent fishing 
opportunities  
 

Steelhead fishing 
Salmon fishing 
High quality trout fly fishing 
opportunities 

IDFG website 
IDT fish biologist- Katherine Thompson 
Fly Fisherman magazine, the Kelly Creek Chronicles 
North Fork Glimpses, (Rabe, undated) 

5.)Fish or Wildlife Viewing 
(river-dependent) 

Salmon Spawning, Bald Eagle 
Nests,  

Local info, IDFG records 
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3.) Boatable water- The river guide books and river group websites describe numerous rivers that people have run. This includes dramatic 
waterfalls run by kayakers who may use the term “steep-creeking” to describe extreme kayaking. This includes account of kayaking Jerry 
Johnson Falls (Warm Springs Creek) and some of the Elk Creek Falls (Elk Creek, tributary to Dworshak reservoir). Others describe river 
opportunities that have excellent whitewater but require a hike of many miles to reach. The lack of practical or legal access makes them 
unusable for most boaters. In developing the ORV list we focused mainly on rivers that are widely accessible to boaters by road, or by a 
short trail hike. The North Fork Clearwater provides 79 miles of boatable water, ranging from flat water to class IV rapids. Much of the 
river is readily accessible by road, so various combinations of runs can be done by various water craft. Lolo Creek offers a dramatic 
canyon run that is primarily located on BLM and other ownership but the put-in for the run is at the Lolo Creek Campground on the 
Forest. The BLM has found the section below the Forest boundary eligible for recreation ORV.  

 
4.) High Quality Fishing- Although there are various fishing opportunities throughout the Forest, the unique fishing opportunities are 

steelhead trout and fly-fishing opportunities for cutthroat trout. Kelly Creek, Cayuse Creek and the North Fork Clearwater, upper Lochsa 
and Colt Killed Creek stand out for trout fishing. The South Fork Clearwater offers a unique shore fishing steelhead opportunity that 
attracts large number of visitors from Montana and Washington as well as other parts of Idaho. The Salmon River provides both 
steelhead and salmon fishing that are rare in the region of comparison.  

 
5.) Fish and Wildlife Viewing- The most reliable place to watch salmon spawning is in Red River. The known Bald Eagle nests are located 

along existing designated Wild and Scenic Rivers. 


