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Wildlife ORV description 

We used a multi-step process for determining Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORV’s) for 
wildlife populations. Our process included 1. Identifying the region of comparison, and 2. 
Include rivers that contain population nationally or regionally important populations of 
indigenous, river dependent wildlife species. Nationally or Regionally Important populations of 
wildlife were those that are species considered to be unique, and/or populations of Federal or 
State-listed or candidate threatened or endangered species, or species of conservation concern. 
(FSH 1909.12, Chapter 80) Any river with observations of nationally or regionally important 
populations of these species were identified as having ORV’s for wildlife.      

We selected the Forest administrative boundary, including portions of the Salmon River 
watershed, as the region of comparison because of its unique biodiversity.  The plan area’s 
biodiversity occurs because the forest is located at the junction of three Ecoregions (Columbia 
Plateau, Canadian Rocky Mountains, and Middle Rockies-Blue Mountains). Additionally the 
forest contains a suite of Idaho and regional endemic species that are, in many cases, unique to 
the plan area. Most of these species (discussed below) would have been identified as regionally 
or nationally significant at both larger and smaller regions of comparison because of their 
endemic status and limited distribution. Since some of these species are limited only to the 
lower Salmon River Drainage it was appropriate to include portions of the Salmon River 
drainage as part of the region of comparison.       

To identify regionally or nationally significant wildlife populations we evaluated 367 wildlife 
species observed in Plan Area (derived from the Idaho Species Diversity Database). The list was 
Narrowed down to 133 species by identifying those species Federal listed, State-Listed (Tier 
Species in the Idaho Statewide Wildlife Action Plan), species of conservation concern, or those 
considered to be unique, endemic, or rare. The list was further narrowed by removing species 
that are not river dependent.  River dependent species were those that 1.) Require a river or 
river’s riparian habitat or 2.) Where all known observations were located within ¼ mile of a 
river. Species determined to not be river dependent were those that are not known to use 
rivers or riparian habitats, or those sometimes found in riparian habitats but that also occupy 
upland habitats independent of rivers. Some aquatic species were determined non-river 
dependent if they were also found in non-river aquatic habitats such as lakes, wetlands, or 
seeps. This resulted in 15 river dependent species, and one group of pond snails (stagnicola) 
that are taxonomically difficult to distinguish. With the exception of harlequin duck, a river was 
identified to have ORV’s for wildlife if it had a known observation of one or more of these 
species. For Harlequin duck, the river was identified if it had more than one observation, in 
different years, during the breeding season. 

Name Distribution 

Marbled Disc The Marbled Disc is an Idaho endemic, found only in the lower Salmon River drainage in 
Idaho County. 
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Salmon 
Oregonian 

An Idaho endemic, restricted to a limited reach in the lower Salmon River Canyon. 

Selway 
Forestsnail 

The Selway Forestsnail is an Idaho endemic that occurs in Idaho County in isolated colonies 
along the lower Lochsa River, the Selway River, the Souh Fork of the Clearwater River, and 
the lower Salmon River. 

Shortspire 
Pondsnail 

This species is endemic to the Little Salmon River and the lower Salmon River in Idaho. 

Nez Perce 
Pebblesnail 

The Nez Perce Pebblesnail is restricted to the Clearwater River and the lower Salmon River, as 
well as the reach of the Snake River in between these two rivers. 

Boulder Pile 
Mountainsnail 

Idaho endemic known from the Salmon River between Hells Gate Creek and Allison Creek. 

Pristine Pyrg Occurs in Washington, Oregon, California, and Idaho, but is known only from scattered 
locations. 

Kingston 
Oregonian 

Regional endemic in Oregon, Montana, and Idaho. In Idaho, it was only known from a few 
locations until recent (2010-2014) survey efforts documented it at several sites across north 
Idaho. There is only one known observation within or near the plan area. 

Southern 
Tightcoil  

The Southern Tightcoil has been recorded from Oregon (where it is nearly extirpated), Utah 
(extirpated in 1929), and Idaho (unknown). In Idaho, it is known from only 2 observations 
(1941 and 1993) both along John Day Creek in Idaho County. 

Ashy 
Pebblesnail 

Originally known from the Lower Snake and Columbia River drainages in Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho, British Columbia, and possibly Montana. Probably extirpated from the middle 
and upper Columbia River in Washington, Montana, and British Columbia, and may be extinct 
in the lower Columbia River in Washington and Oregon. Is still extant in some tributaries in 
Washington (Okanogan and Methow Rivers). 

Shortface Lanx The range of the shortface lanx used to include almost the entire Columbia River basin, but 
today this species is restricted to only a few remaining sites. In Idaho known in Hells Canyon 
of the Snake River and the lower Salmon and middle Snake rivers 

Rotund Physa The Rotund Physa is endemic to the Columbia River basin. Historically, it was widespread 
across the basin, but is now possibly extirpated from Oregon and British Columbia. In Idaho, 
the species was recorded in the early 1980s from scattered locations along the lower 
Clearwater River, the lower Salmon River, and the upper Snake River. 

Western 
Ridged Mussel 

The Western Ridged Mussel is widespread across the western US, but with declining 
populations in many areas of its range. Historically, populations existed in much of the Snake, 
Clearwater, Salmon, and Little Salmon rivers in Idaho. Recent analyses by the Xerces Society 
suggests that the species has been lost from about a third of its range in Idaho. 

Western 
Pearlshell 

Historically, the Western Pearlshell was widespread across western North America, including 
most of Idaho. Once the most common mussel in the Pacific Northwest, it is now increasingly 
rare. Although the species continues to persist in most forested streams across the state, it 
has been lost from large stretches of the Snake, Big Wood, Big Lost, Little Lost, Malad, Raft, 
Payette, Portneuf, Boise, Clearwater, and Bruneau rivers. 
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Harlequin Duck In Idaho, approximately 50 pairs breed along a limited number of high quality streams within 
the Priest River, Kootenai River, Clark Fork, Lake Pend Oreille, St. Joe River, Clearwater River, 
and the South Fork Snake River watersheds. Approximately 38% of all harlequin duck 
observations in Idaho were located within the planning area.  

Stagnicola 
species Group  

This species group consists of 9 species (Stagnicola apicina, S. caperata, S. elodes, S. 
emarginata, S. hinkleyi, S. idahoensis, S. montanensis, S. traski, and S. utahensis) found in 
various parts of the Salmon and Snake River drainages. Four of these species (hinkleyi, 
idahoensis, montanensis, and traski) are currently considered to be rare or uncommon and 1 
(S. utahensis) is thought to be extinct in Idaho. 

 


