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Mark Twain National Forest – ECLIPSE TIPS 
Have fun on the Forest! 
The Eclipse will be an amazing event, especially in the path of totality.  There are people coming from all over the United 

States and from places around the world to witness this amazing spectacle of lunar/solar alignment.  This event will give 

you a chance to meet people from a myriad of locations while also enjoying the local hospitality in the small Missouri 

towns surrounding the Mark Twain National Forest.  What better place to view the once-in-a-lifetime event, the 2017 

Great American Eclipse, than from your National Forest? 

There are many places from which to view the Eclipse on your National Forest; but please keep safety and courtesy in 

mind during your visit.  We expect unprecedented crowds in many locations in and around the Mark Twain National 

Forest, including on the area’s roadways.  Drive slow, be alert, and “Know before you go!”  Reservable campgrounds are 

completely booked, so you will need to use overflow sites, or primitive campsites (general forest areas) if you plan to 

overnight before the eclipse.    

What do I need to do to get ready to see the Eclipse? 
 Protect your eyesight:  The only safe way to look directly at the uneclipsed or partially eclipsed sun is through 

special-purpose solar filters, such as “eclipse glasses”.  Make sure they are compliant with the ISO 12312-2 

international safety standard (should be marked on the glasses). 

 Bring your own supplies:  Have enough food and water for your entire stay.  There is a good chance that stores 

may run low on supplies the closer it gets to the day of the Eclipse.  Bring garbage bags to pack out what you 

pack in.  Have toilet paper and a small shovel in case toilets are unavailable in your location (and know how to 

dig a cat-hole in the woods).  The website www.lnt.org has the information you need on how to “Leave No 

Trace”. 

 Have a map:  Have a paper map of where you are going, or download directions to your GPS unit in case cell 

service goes out due to large crowds. 

 Gas up:  Fill up your car with gasoline before making the trek up to the Forest to view the Eclipse.  Local gas 

stations may run low, and traffic may be an issue 

 Be patient and courteous:  We don’t know how many people to expect—hundreds, thousands, or tens of 

thousands.   Avoid frustrations that can happen in crowds by being courteous and patient with other visitors. 

 Arrive early and leave late:  Avoid the worst of the crowds on the roadways.  Give yourself lots of time to get to 

the location.  Take the normal driving time and at least give yourself double that amount of time to get here in 

case traffic is backed up 

 Drive slow and carefully!  Many of our roads are winding, gravel roads with no shoulder or steep shoulders.  If 

you pull over anywhere to watch the eclipse, make sure you are not blocking traffic in either direction; but also 

make sure you don’t get your own vehicle stuck on a steep shoulder. Look at these sites on the map before 

going so you know the roadways that surround them. Be cautious of large vehicles like logging trucks on the 

road.  Know exactly where you are going before you head out on your adventure to prevent accidents from 

looking at maps and electronic devices while driving.  Watch out for people pulled over doing just that.  

http://www.lnt.org/
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Okay, I’m ready, so where do I go to see the eclipse and how do I get there? 

Cedar Creek Unit of the HRCC Ranger District  
 Overflow camping/viewing area:  The main viewing area will be an overflow dispersed camping and day-use area 

near Pine Ridge Campground (Lat. 38.7600011, Long. -92.1577897): 

Directions from Jefferson City, Missouri:  Travel North on U.S. Hwy 54 to New Bloomfield Missouri.  Exit U.S. Hwy 54 

on State Route J.  Turn Left onto Hwy J. Travel through New Bloomfield approximately 1 mile.  Turn Right at State 

Route MM & J junction.  Go north approximately 2 1/2 miles to State Route Y at Guthrie, MO.  Turn Left on State 

Route Y.  Go past Pine Ridge Recreation Area.  Primitive (No facilities) Overflow Camping on North side of State 

Route Y approximately 1/2 mile west of Pine Ridge Recreation area.   

 Dry Fork Recreation Area   (Lat./Long. = 38.783624, -92.1277647):  There are only eight campsites at this Recreation 

Area, so it will probably fill up quickly.  Like the Pine Ridge Campground, it connects to the Cedar Creek Trail, which 

may be a good place to hike into to view the eclipse.   

Sections of the Potosi-Fredericktown Ranger District: 
 Campsites at Silver Mines, Red Bluff and Council Bluff recreation areas are already reserved.  These sites will be 

crowded for eclipse viewing. The access roads into the sites may experience traffic jams on August 21st.  Camping at 

smaller campgrounds near the path of the solar eclipse are on a first-come, first-serve basis.  These include 

Berryman, Hazel Creek, Brazil Creek, and Marble Creek campgrounds. 

o Berryman Campground (Lat., Long. = 37.92, -91.05) 

o Hazel Creek Campground (Lat., Long. = 37.837801, -91.016854) 

o Brazil Creek (Lat., Long. = 37.98716, -91.0333462 ) 

o Marble Creek (Lat., Long. = 37.4511628, -90.5428632) 

o Council Bluff Recreation Area (Lat., Long. = 37.7243611, -90.9428072) 

o Silver Mines Recreation Area (Lat., Long. = 37.561306, -90.4414457) 

Primitive camping:   
Primitive camping is allowed on National Forest land away from developed campgrounds, and anywhere your 

camping equipment and/or vehicle does not block developed trails or road rights-of-way. Primitive camping is NOT 

allowed in active timber sale areas or within 300 feet of trailheads. Leave a clean campsite by packing out all refuse. 

No garbage service is provided. There is no charge for primitive camping, although a 14-day limitation is in effect.  

To primitive (disperse) camp, know the area as well as you can before going.  Look at online maps of the area.  Then 

visit our website at www.fs.usda.gov/mtnf, go to our “Maps and Publications” page, and look at the MVUMs (Motor 

Vehicle Use Maps). Also, go to the “Recreation” link on the left-hand side of our site to explore other trails and 

recreation sites in that area.   Some Forest roads are really only recommended for four-wheel drive vehicles and can 

be dangerous for smaller cars.  Many articles online talk about the ins-and-outs of dispersed camping; so if you are 

new to it, please do your research to make sure you know the rules and know the right equipment to bring with you. 

 Enjoy your National Forest!    After all, “It’s All Yours!” 

 Follow us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/MarkTwainNationalForest.  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detailfull/mtnf/recreation/?cid=stelprdb5126852&width=full
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recarea/?recid=21784
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recarea/?recid=21778
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recreation/recarea/?recid=21804&actid=64
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recarea/?recid=21842
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recarea/?recid=21846
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recarea/?recid=77503
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recarea/?recid=21860
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recarea/?recid=21844
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/mtnf/recarea/?recid=21840
http://www.fs.usda.gov/mtnf
http://www.facebook.com/MarkTwainNationalForest

