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Fisheries Region of Comparison 
 
Three regions of comparison for the fisheries ORV have been identified on the Nez 
Perce/Clearwater National Forests, which include the Clearwater Basin in its entirety and 
portions of 3 subbasins within the Salmon basin. These three subbasins include the Lower 
Salmon, Lower Little Salmon, and Middle Salmon – Chamberlain.  
 
The populations of fish within the Clearwater Basin are considered distinct from those in the 
Salmon basin, particularly those stocks listed under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 2 
regions of comparison are roughly aligned with draft Snake River recovery plans and their Major 
Population Groups (MPGs) of ESA-listed anadromous fish. The regions of comparison in the 
Salmon basin are further refined by the separate population characteristics of both steelhead 
and spring/summer Chinook salmon. Relevant to this assessment, steelhead trout and 
spring/summer Chinook salmon included in the Chamberlain Creek population (within the 
Middle Salmon – Chamberlain subbasin) and the Little Salmon population (within the Lower 
Little Salmon and Lower Salmon subbasins) define the regions of comparison within the Salmon 
basin. 
 
Given the delineation of these populations, as well as consistency with core areas within the 
Upper Snake Recovery Unit described for ESA-listed Columbia River bull trout, the Lower Little 
Salmon/Lower Salmon subbasins were identified as 1 region of comparison within the Salmon 
basin, and the Middle Salmon – Chamberlain subbasin was identified as the 2nd region of 
comparison. There regions of comparison are also compatible with other native fish populations 
including westslope cutthroat trout, interior redband trout, spring chinook salmon (unlisted stock 
in the Clearwater basin), and Pacific lamprey.  
 
Thus, the 3 regions of comparison for Fisheries include: 
 

1. Clearwater Basin 
2. Lower Salmon and Lower Little Salmon subbasins (combined) 
3. Middle Salmon – Chamberlain subbasin 

 
 
Attributes within These Regions of Comparison Used to Identify Eligible Stream 
Segments 
 

1. Fish diversity and abundance – presence of 2 or more native fish species, high known 
genetic integrity, known high numbers of juvenile fish and adult fish (indicated by fish 
density data, redd count data, smolt outmigrant data, etc.), multiple life history strategies 
present, higher fish densities than others in the region of comparison.  

2. Habitat quality – presence of designated critical habitat for 1 or more ESA-listed fish 
species across a majority of the reaches evaluated, with documented habitat conditions 
within or near range of natural conditions, or “reference”. Or, presence of stream 
reaches with very high potential to produce and support anadromous and resident fish, 
as identified in past subbasin assessments and recovery plans for ESA-listed fish. 
Presence of stream reaches modeled for westslope cutthroat trout and/or bull trout to 
provide cold water refugia in 2040, with moderate to high probability.  



3. Natural reproduction – natural reproduction by 1 or more native fish species is known to 
occur at high levels, indicated by high densities of wild-origin anadromous 0+ juveniles 
(relative to others within the region of comparison), consistently moderate to high redd 
counts of anadromous and/or resident fish, proportionately high returns of wild 
anadromous fish when compared to hatchery origin fish (relative to others within the 
region of comparison), and inclusion of the river or stream in watersheds designated as 
major or minor spawning areas for anadromous fish, in draft Snake River recovery plans.  

4. Cultural and Historic Importance – rivers and streams identified by the Nez Perce Tribe 
as such, which meet criteria of “free flowing”, within the region of comparison.  

 
 
 


