
OBJECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED ROCK CREEK MINE PROJECT IN NOXON MONTANA 

Christopher Savage KNF Supervisor 
Kootenai National Forest 
Cabinet Ranger District 

Objector 276 
Kathryn Slora 
PO Box 1493 
Noxon, MT 59853 
406-847-5610 
nox5510@blackfoot.net 

August 15, 2017 

2108- Since the backfilling proposal was evaluated in 2001, sixteen years ago, there has been a 
plethora of new information which should be considered. 

A) The placement of 100,000 tons of paste tails above the river on proven unstable 
Glacier Lake Missoula clay deposits in the state's wettest climate need to be 
considered with the inclusion of 10,000 year earthquake standards. 

B) Hecla now owns both the Montanore and Rock Creek mine sites. Due to the shared 
adjacent rock formations of both mines and the fact that both would be developed 
at the same time increases the chance of dewatering surface water. Backfilling the 
mines would decrease the risk of dewatering. 

6505- With the failure of the tail ings piles at Mt Polly in Alaska and the Samarco Dam in Brazil, 
the risk factors for the tailings piles at the Rock Creek Mine have not been adequately 
addressed. 

A) As a former owner of Specialty Beams, which is adjacent to the proposed tailings 
site, I am aware of a layer of flowing water four feet beneath the mill yard. This 
underground water flowing over clay, the length of the county road and into the 
river has not been considered. The water flows directly into the river with minimum 
filtration from a typical gravel bed. The effects of this subsurface water must be 
considered because of the new 10,000 year earthquake standards. 

6828- Perpetual discharge into the Clark Fork River should not be considered. 

A Mechanical systems are prone to breakdown. What happens if the system is down 

and overwhelmed with untreated water especially during spring run-off and flooding? 

B) How might the system be affected by a 10,000 year earthquake? 

We must protect the integrity of our wilderness areas, river and the magnificent Lake Pend 
Oreille. Once gone, never recovered. 
Sincerely, 
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