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2103 -A discharge permit for the outflow from the treatment plant and afterward mine waste flows for 
perpetuity into the Clark Fork is problematic at best. The KNF may not have the authority to issue the 
permit but can make it a prerequisite before the mine is approved. A final DEQ air quality permit #2414-
03 has long ago been issued so precedence has been set. Air quality was clearly a critical issue to be 
addressed early in the process and water quality should be given the same importance. Your response 
that there is a restricted order without critical permits first being required ignores the fact that there is 
no point in proceeding if there are no viable solutions to these problems. Regulatory agencies and Avista 
will be pressured to approve once RCR has it' s foot in the door. 

The updated design and safety of the tailings impoundment (see my objection 6505) shou ld also be 
permitted before mine approval because of the potential impact. 

2108 - I find that the KNF response to the proposal of backfilling is insufficient. The public clearly has 
made valid comments and the KNF states that it was decided 16 years ago and reviewing the issue in 
light of new information is not to be considered. This is a faulty and negligent position. The following 
points show the need for revisiting backfilling. . 

A) The court ruling by Judge Malloy on the Montanore mine high lights the issue of dewatering 
surface water. Backfilling at a progressive rate will at least help dewatering as the mine develops 
and could reestablish surface levels after mine closure and the mine is full. This may be the only 
engineering solution as the modeling of ground formations is guesswork. 

B) The inclusion of 10,000 year earthquake standards wil l greatly affect pillar design and the 
problem of subsidence. What will happen at the Troy mine with a major earthquake? 

C) After mine closure there will be an anticipated outflow from the mine cavity as it fil'ls and the 
water level seeks the lowest exit point. This can be avoided by backfilling thus avoiding the 
debate about the quality of this water. 

D) The ownership of both mines by Hecla and the proposed concurrent running of both mines has 
not been considered. The shared adjacent rock formations of both mines and the fact that both 
are being developed at the same time could drastically dewater surface water. Backfilling of 
Montanore and the Rock Creek Mines appears to be the only solution. 

6501 - The final EIS should include an updated tailings impoundment design wh ich would include the 

10,000 year earthquake standard. The permitting for this design should be issued before the final mine 
approval and work begins. All aspects of the mine should be reviewed and revised as needed in light of 
the new standard. 



The highway department has done drilling at the mile marker 16 slump area to address the localized 
road subsidence. The reference in your response that infiltration during phase 1 may not affect the 
highway slump does not address the issue in any way. The highway slump may only be a symptom of an 
extreme tilt of the underlying rock overlaid with clay that appears to run almost to Rock Creek. If this is 
correct the weight of the tailings impoundment could cause a rapid catastrophic failure. Hecla officials 
have verbally assured me that this could be a problem and they would be willing to pay for a series of 
core drilling along the area. It would be foolish and negligent not to require this critical data. 

6505 - The conventional wisdom of the majority of tailings engineers is not if a tailings impoundment 
will fail but when. When underground drains are installed partiicularly under massive weight they will 
clog and no longer work. I can find no information on the impact of nonfunctioning drains that are 
critical to avoiding excessive saturation of the tailings. Th is needs to be engineered into the design. 

As a previous owner of Specialty Beams I had excavated and built the mill yard below the proposed 
tailings. Dig anywhere in the yard and you will find flowing water 4 ft down. This layer of underground 
water flowing over clay has not been considered in your tail ings plan. I had to install a curtain drain 
down the length of the county road to lower the water table . The test wells above the mill ya rd are too 
deep and bypassed the sub surface water. A study of the effects of this subsurface water must be 
required and considered because of the new 10,000 year earthquake standards. This water also 
provides a direct conduit to the river with minimum filtration expected from a typical gravel bed. This is 
new critical information to you and requires a total review of the project. 

6507 - The response to train vibrations affecting the tailings impoundment uses a Tongue River Railroad 
study for comparison. The study was located in the dry lands of southern Montana and the 
affect was on fish ponds. This is clearly bogus and needs to be removed from the EIS. That leaves 
you without a position on train vibrations. As a [previous owner of Specialty Beams I felt 
excessive vibrations as the trains passed. I believe this was due to the water and clay under the 
yard. (See 6505 above) 

6828 - Direct discharge into the Clark Fork should not be considered. If infiltration beds are to be an 
option at least the soils will provide some filtering although the distance to the river is short and 
toxins could accumulate to be stored in the ground and be released after the mine is gone. The 
impact on the highway and the railroad would have to be considered and approved by all 

parties. 

Unpredictable flows can overwhelm the storage system no matter how large and the complex 
treatment system is prone to breakdown and mismanagement. The testing can be manipulated by 

storing water during testing and flooding the system between tests. No mine has ever been shut down 
because of this type of infraction. Hecla's incentive to comply will be driven by their bottom line and a 
threat of a shut down. Constant monitoring by a third party with strict consequences may help to keep 

Hecla honest. 

I have included a copy of my letter to Christopher Savage concerning an extension. I would like to 
include the comment that the public notice did not include whether mail needed to be post marked by 

the due date or received by that date. 

Jim Nash 
Cabinet Resource Group 
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