
Thanks for joining us today.

As many of you might know the Gila NF is in the process of revising its Forest Plan from 
1986.

This comprehensive document that will guide management for all resources on the 
National Forest for the next 15 years or more.

And revision is an opportunity for your knowledge and suggestions to be heard and 
shape the Forests’ future management

As you can see from this diagram, we are have recently begun the plan revision phase.  I 
inched over the arrow from June as a visible sign of progress!
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We are having this and future technical meetings to address the topics that were raised 
at the first technical meeting in June.  

For today’s meeting, these topics (read list) appeared complementary to discuss at the 
same time. 

The purpose of this meeting is to provide an opportunity for you to offer your insight 
and perspectives on these concepts so we can develop and refine them into a planning 
context for the Gila National Forest Plan.  The technical meeting format allows us to get 
into the details more and have longer time for discussion.

These conversations will lead to better understanding of multiple perspectives, areas of 
alignment or potential alignment, and areas of disagreement. Through these 
discussions and input, we can develop and refine some of the later planning products 
such as draft plan components and range of alternatives.
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For the planning background (and I apologize if this is somewhat repetitive from last 
time),…

Desired Conditions are drivers of the plan so that’s why we want to spend some time 
focusing on them… describe a picture of the  desired outcome of land management

Desired conditions are achievable social, economic and ecological conditions on the 
Forest, or a portion of the Forest to maintain or move toward.

All the other plan components feed into achieving desired conditions
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Ecosystem services are benefits people obtain from the Forest
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To put this in the context of scale…

Site-specific decisions are not made in the Plan, but are shaped by it
Projects help implement the Plan
All subsequent proposals, projects and activities must be consistent with the approved 
forest plan.
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Applying this scale to today’s topics, the plan level discussions can lead to…

Could include examples of what isn’t involved (i.e. certain allotment, specific riparian 
area)

Note that desired conditions should not describe desired social, economic, or cultural 
conditions outside the plan area because these are not within Forest Service authority, 
but they should describe contributions the plan area can make to these conditions.
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When talking about multiple uses, it’s good to refer back to the MUSY Act of 1960, 
which is one of many laws we have to follow.

MUSY is not a long piece of legislation so I’ve provided it as a handout as well as a 
highlighted version showing the excerpted text used on this slide.

Through this Act, Congress directed that…

Have complete MUSYA as handout as well as highlighted sections too.

Discussion questions:
Anyone what to share what this Act means to them?  
Any different interpretations?
Any surprises?
What are the implications for Forest Plan Revision?
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The 2012 Planning Rule provides national guidance on the Forest Plan Revision process, 
and was developed with a broad spectrum of stakeholders. 

Consistent with the MUSYA, [Bullet 1].

We are directed to [Bullet 2]. 

Have handout of the 2012 Planning Rule
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Furthermore,…

“social sustainability” refers to the capability of society to support the network of 
relationships, traditions, culture, and activities that connect people to the land and to 
one another and support vibrant communities. 

. . . “economic sustainability” refers to the capability of society to produce and 
consume or otherwise benefit from goods and services including contributions to jobs 
and market and nonmarket benefits. . . (36 CFR 219.19).
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The current Forest Plan from 1986 describes the Forest’s economic contributions in 
terms of potential yields and projected demands based on the conditions that existed 
at the time. However, many changes have occurred since that time.

The revised plan due to being under a different planning rule, will be more aspirational 
than prescriptive; more focused on outcomes (such as healthy forest with a sustainable 
timber program contributing social and economic benefits to local communities) rather 
than outputs such as a certain number of board feet out of a specific management unit.
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We earlier published need for change statements in both a standalone document and in 
the notice of intent.

Areas identified as not moving in the right direction form the basis for need-for-change 
statements. If the current Forest Plan addresses an issue well and is moving in right 
direction, there is no need-for-change.
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This NFCS really resonated with some people…

What we would like to hear from you is…

Have examples of desired conditions for other Forests as a handout to prime the 
pump so to speak.
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Another NFCS focused on traditional and cultural ways of life, which was recommended 
to us during the stakeholder review period of the draft, and we incorporated in the final 
version so we can be receptive to comments.

Have examples of desired conditions for other Forests as a handout
Revise desired conditions worksheet to have as a handout.
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Management approaches describe an approach or strategy (including collaboration and 
partnerships) to achieve desired conditions. This would be a informal plan component 
that could be changed without a formal amendment.  This is an opportunity to write 
organizations into the plan, so people can see themselves as part of the 
implementation.
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Mention desired conditions worksheet

We would invite you to be part of that development of the monitoring program.

20



Also, let us know if you would like to propose other topics for technical meetings
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10–3

1 This is the short title of this Act. See section 5.

10. MULTIPLE-USE SUSTAINED-YIELD ACT OF 1960 1

(Public Law 86–517; Approved June 12, 1960)

AN ACT To authorize and direct that the national forests be managed under prin-
ciples of multiple use and to produce a sustained yield of products and services,
and for other purposes

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That ø16 U.S.C.
528¿ it is the policy of the Congress that the national forests are
established and shall be administered for outdoor recreation, range,
timber, watershed, and wildlife and fish purposes. The purposes of
this Act are declared to be supplemental to, but not in derogation
of, the purposes for which the national forests were established as
set forth in the Act of June 4, 1897 (16 U.S.C. 475). Nothing herein
shall be construed as affecting the jurisdiction or responsibilities of
the several States with respect to wildlife and fish on the national
forests. Nothing herein shall be construed so as to affect the use
of administration of the mineral resources of national forest lands
or to affect the use or administration of Federal lands not within
national forests.

SEC. 2. ø16 U.S.C. 529¿ The Secretary of Agriculture is author-
ized and directed to develop and administer the renewable surface
resources of the national forests for multiple use and sustained
yield of the several products and services obtained therefrom. In
the administration of the national forests due consideration shall
be given to the relative values of the various resources in particu-
lar areas. The establishment and maintenance of areas of wilder-
ness are consistent with the purposes and provisions of this Act.

SEC. 3. ø16 U.S.C. 530¿ In the effectuation of this Act the Sec-
retary of Agriculture is authorized to cooperate with interested
State and local governmental agencies and others in the develop-
ment and management of the national forests.

SEC. 4. ø16 U.S.C. 531¿ As used in this Act, the following
terms shall have the following meanings:

(a) ‘‘Multiple use’’ means: The management of all the various
renewable surface resources of the national forests so that they are
utilized in the combination that will best meet the needs of the
American people; making the most judicious use of the land for
some or all of these resources or related services over areas large
enough to provide sufficient latitude for periodic adjustments in
use to conform to changing needs and conditions; that some land
will be used for less than all of the resources; and harmonious and
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10–4Sec. 5 MULTIPLE-USE SUSTAINED-YIELD ACT OF 1960

coordinated management of the various resources, each with the
other, without impairment of the productivity of the land, with con-
sideration being given to the relative values of the various re-
sources, and not necessarily the combination of uses that will give
the greatest dollar return or the greatest unit output.

(b) ‘‘Sustained yield of the several products and services’’
means the achievement and maintenance in perpetuity of a high-
level annual or regular periodic output of the various renewable re-
sources of the national forests without impairment of the productiv-
ity of the land.

SEC. 5. ø16 U.S.C. 528 note¿ This Act may be cited as the
‘‘Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act of 1960’’.
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Examples of Desired Conditions 

for Social, Cultural, and Economic Conditions 

(These are from other Forest Plans, not the Gila NF Forest Plan) 

 

 The uniqueness and values of rural historic communities and the traditional uses important for 

maintaining these cultures are recognized and valued as important. 

 The long history and ties of rural historic communities and traditional uses (e.g., livestock 

grazing, fuelwood gathering, acequias, and hunting) to NFS lands and resources is understood 

and appreciated. 

 Forest resources important for cultural and traditional needs (e.g., osha, piñon nuts, okote 

(pitch wood), medicinal herbs, and micaceous clay), as well as for subsistence practices and 

economic support (e.g., livestock grazing, acequias, and forest products) of rural historic 

communities are available and sustainable. 

 Acequia systems on NFS lands are accessible for maintenance, repair, and improvement. 

 Sustainable livestock grazing contributes to the long-term socioeconomic diversity and stability 

of local communities and cultural identity tied to traditional uses. 

 Forest products (e.g., fuelwood, latillas, vigas, Christmas trees, herbs, medicinal plants, and 

piñon nuts) are available to businesses and individuals in a manner that effectively contributes 

to watershed health and the restoration and maintenance of desired vegetation conditions. 

 The unique cultural, historical, and ecological resources of the forest are featured through 

recreation opportunities, education, and interpretation. Visitors are connected to the 

importance of the past, present, and future of the forest. 

 Recreation opportunities are sustainable and enhance the economic, cultural, and social vitality 

and well-being of surrounding communities. 

 

 

  



Examples of Management Approaches 

for Social, Cultural, and Economic Conditions 

(These are from other Forest Plans, not the Gila NF Forest Plan) 

 

 Work with American Indian tribes, Land Grant communities, and rural historic communities to 

understand their needs and build respectful, collaborative relationships; to develop ways of 

accomplishing mutually desired conditions and objectives; and to collaborate in ecosystem 

restoration efforts. 

 Coordinate with acequia associations and rural historic community governing bodies to develop 

collaborative proposals and implement projects of mutual benefit across shared boundaries. 

 In collaboration with Northern New Mexico communities, consider developing interpretive and 

educational exhibits or other media that focus on the history of the NFS lands administered by 

the Carson NF, to provide the public and Forest Service employees with a greater understanding 

and appreciation of shared history, culture, and traditions. 

 Consider working with traditional communities, such as those associated with the Northern Rio 

Grande Heritage Area, to identify partnership, education, and interpretation opportunities that 

help sustain the traditional communities’ heritage, language, culture, traditions, and 

environment in Northern New Mexico. 

 Consider providing training opportunities for Forest Service employees to gain a deeper 

understanding of the unique traditional communities, customs, traditions, and values of 

Northern New Mexico. 

 Acknowledge the importance of livestock grazing as a traditional and cultural practice that helps 

support individual family needs and provide educational opportunities for Forest Service 

employees. 

 Develop partnerships and collaboration with agencies, groups, communities, volunteers, permit 
holders, and other individuals to increase forest stewardship, ecological awareness, 
volunteerism, user satisfaction, promote a sustainable recreation program, and support local 
recreation-based economic development 


