ANGELES NATIONAL FOREST
Forest Order No. 05-01-17-05
Camping Restrictions

Pursuantto 16 USC 551 and 36 CFR 261.50(a) and (b), and to provide for public safety and protect
natural resources, the following acts are prohibited within the Angeles National Forest and the San
Gabriel Mountains National Monument. This Order is effective from August 29,2017, until August 28,
2019.
1. Camping for a period longer than 7 consecutive days in any undeveloped location during a
calendar year. 36 CFR 261.58(a).
2.

Camping for a period longer than 14 consecutive days in any developed campground during a
calendar year. 36 CFR 261.58(a).

Pursuant to 36 CFR 261.50( e), the following persons are exempt from this Order:
1. Any Federal, State or local officer, or member of an organized rescue or firefighting force in the
performance of an official duty .
2.

Persons with a permit from the Forest Service specifically authorizing the prohibited act or
omission.

These prohibitions are in addition to the general prohibitions in 36 CFR Part 261, Subpart A.

A violation of these prohibitions is punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000 for an individual or
$10,000 for an organization, or imprisonment for not more than six months or both. 16 USC 551, and
18 USe 3559, 3571, and 3581.

Executed in Arcadia, California, this 28th day of August, 2017.
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I am implementing a Forest Order to limit the number of days camping is permitted on the Angeles National
Forest and the San Gabriel Mountains National Monument (Administered by the Angeles National Forest),
pursuant to 16 USC 551 and 36 CFR 261.50(a) and (b). The purpose of this Order is to provide for public
safety and the protection of natural resources by prohibiting long term or semi-permanent occupancy of
National Forest System lands within the Angeles National Forest, including the San Gabriel Mountains
National Monument.
This Order prohibits camping for a period longer than 14 consecutive days in any developed campground,
or seven consecutive days in any undeveloped location during a calendar year. The Order applies to all
areas within the Angeles National Forest or San Gabriel Mountains National Monument. The Order is
effective from August 29,2017 through August 38,2019.
With the Angeles National Forest and San Gabriel Mountains National Monument adjoining the greater Los
Angeles metropolitan area, the demand for recreational opportunities is very high. This demand for space
and opportunity has encouraged long-term camping in many parts of the National Forest and the
Monument.
Areas that are occupied for extended periods of time have experienced excessive soil compaction, erosion

during the winter rains, and removal of vegetation and ground litter within riparian zones which adversely
impacts critical habitat for numerous sensitive or endangered species.
Extended-occupancy campers often create a detrimental demand for natural resources and basic
necessities such as a need to access water for drinking, bathing, and washing. With the majority of
campsites on the Angeles National Forest adjacent to streams, these activities often occur in sensitive
riparian areas causing substantial ecological damage. Extended-occupancy campers also frequently cut
down brush and trees to clear camp sites and for firewood.
Without the normal cycle of recreational campers periodically vacating an area to allow for both managed
and natural restoration, the contamination of areas and nearby water bodies is compounded.
In scoping discussions, Forest Service personnel have notified Los Angeles County Supervisors Office and
the Los Angeles County Sheriffs Department of the restrictions to be implemented by Forest Order No. 0501-17-05. No concerns have been raised.
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I have concluded that this decision may be categorically excluded from documentation in an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) or Environmental Assessment (EA) under the National Environmental Policy Act.
This action falls within the category identified in 36 CFR 220.6(d)(1) - prohibitions to provide short-term
resource protection or to protect public health and safety - and does not require documentation in a
decision memo, decision notice or record of decision. I have determined that there are no extraordinary
circumstances associated with this temporary closure. Implementation of my decisions may begin
immediately.

