
DELTA COUNTY 

An economic base analysis tells us which 

industries are the driving force, and which 

industries survive because the base in-

dustry exists. Base industries are im-

portant because they bring outside dollars 

to an economy, much like an export, and 

serve as an anchor for other industries, 

who would otherwise not exist. For Delta 

County, retirees are important drivers be-

cause they spend their savings or pen-

sions locally. Agriculture and regional ser-

vices (like construction and health care) 

are also important drivers. Commuters 

and mining are also important drivers, but 

their impact is less now due to layoffs at 

coal mines in Delta and Gunnison.  

Population and 
Housing 

 Total Population: 29,950 
(2015) 

 Household Size: 2.38 

 Total Housing Units: 
14,803 

 Vacant Housing Units: 
2,504 

 Vacancy Rate: 0.169  

Which Industries Drive Delta’s Economy? 
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How has Unemployment Changed 
Over the Years? 



FREMONT COUNTY 

An economic base analysis tells us which 

industries are the driving force, and which 

industries survive because the base in-

dustry exists. Base industries are im-

portant because they bring outside dollars 

to an economy, much like an export, and 

serve as an anchor for other industries, 

who would otherwise not exist. For 

Fremont County, retirees are important 

drivers because they spend their savings 

or pensions locally. Government agencies 

are also important drivers. 

Population and 
Housing 

 Total Population: 46,559
(2015) 

 Household Size: 2.3 

 Total Housing Units: 
19,566 

 Vacant Housing Units: 
2,871 

 Vacancy Rate: 0.147  

Which Industries Drive Fremont’s Economy? 
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How has Unemployment Changed 
Over the Years? 



GARFIELD COUNTY 

An economic base analysis tells us which indus-

tries are the driving force, and which industries 

survive because the base industry exists. Base 

industries are important because they bring out-

side dollars to an economy, much like an export, 

and serve as an anchor for other industries, who 

would otherwise not exist. For Garfield County, 

Regional Services are important. Regional Ser-

vices are industries that may provide Direct Basic 

services/goods to outside consumers, and ser-

vices and employment to local residents. For ex-

ample, telephone services. Outside dollars may 

be used to maintain telephone services to non-

local residents, employment for local residents, 

and would also be used to support Direct 

Basic industries. Government, tourism, and 

retirees are also important drivers for the 

county. 

Population and 
Housing 

 Total Population: 58,082
(2015) 

 Household Size: 2.73 

 Total Housing Units: 
23,641 

 Vacant Housing Units: 
2,658 

 Vacancy Rate: 0.112 

Which Industries Drive Garfield’s Economy? 
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How has Unemployment Changed 
Over the Years? 



GUNNISON COUNTY 

An economic base analysis tells us which indus-

tries are the driving force, and which industries 

survive because the base industry exists. Base 

industries are important because they bring out-

side dollars to an economy, much like an export, 

and serve as an anchor for other industries, who 

would otherwise not exist. For Gunnison County, 

tourism is important as visitors bring in outside 

dollars to the local economy. Regional services, 

government and retirees are also important driv-

ers for the county. 

Population and 
Housing 

 Total Population: 16,145
(2015) 

 Household Size: 2.22 

 Total Housing Units: 
11,721 

 Vacant Housing Units: 
4,899 

 Vacancy Rate: 0.418 

Which Industries Drive Gunnison’s Economy? 
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How has Unemployment Changed 
Over the Years? 



HINSDALE COUNTY 

An economic base analysis tells us which indus-

tries are the driving force, and which industries 

survive because the base industry exists. Base 

industries are important because they bring out-

side dollars to an economy, much like an export, 

and serve as an anchor for other industries, who 

would otherwise not exist. For Hinsdale County, 

tourism and retirees are important drivers, be-

cause visitors bring in outside dollars to the local 

economy, while retirees spend their pensions and 

other non-labor income in the area.  

Population and 
Housing 

 Total Population: 767
(2015) 

 Household Size: 2.17 

 Total Housing Units: 
1,427 

 Vacant Housing Units: 
1,100 

 Vacancy Rate: 0.771 

Which Industries Drive Hinsdale’s Economy? 
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How has Unemployment Changed 
Over the Years? 



MESA COUNTY 

An economic base analysis tells us which in-

dustries are the driving force, and which indus-

tries survive because the base industry exists. 

For Mesa County, regional service is relatively 

important. Regional Services are industries that 

may provide Direct Basic services/goods to 

outside consumers, and services and employ-

ment to local residents. For example, telephone 

services. Retirees, tourism, and government 

are also important drivers, however, their rela-

tive importance are similar to other industries in 

Mesa County (mining, ag, etc.).   

Population and 
Housing 

 Total Population: 
149,249 (2015) 

 Household Size: 2.46 

 Total Housing Units: 
65,192 

 Vacant Housing Units: 
6,501 

 Vacancy Rate: 0.1 

Which Industries Drive Mesa’s Economy? 
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How has Unemployment Changed 
Over the Years? 



MONTROSE COUNTY 

An economic base analysis tells us which indus-

tries are the driving force, and which industries 

survive because the base industry exists. For 

Montrose County, regional service is relatively 

important. Regional Services are industries that 

may provide Direct Basic services/goods to out-

side consumers, and services and employment to 

local residents. For example, telephone services. 

Retirees and agriculture are also important drivers 

for the county. 

Population and 
Housing 

 Total Population: 40,911
(2015) 

 Household Size: 2.47 

 Total Housing Units: 
18,638 

 Vacant Housing Units: 
2,299 

 Vacancy Rate: 0.123 

Which Industries Drive Montrose’s Economy? 
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How has Unemployment Changed 
Over the Years? 



OURAY COUNTY 

An economic base analysis tells us which indus-

tries are the driving force, and which industries 

survive because the base industry exists. For 

Ouray County, tourism and retirees are important 

drivers, because visitors bring in outside dollars to 

the local economy, while retirees spend their pen-

sions and other non-labor income in the area.  

Population and 
Housing 

 Total Population: 4,658
(2015) 

 Household Size: 2.19 

 Total Housing Units: 
3,185 

 Vacant Housing Units: 
1,061 

 Vacancy Rate: 0.333 

Which Industries Drive Ouray’s Economy? 
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How has Unemployment Changed 
Over the Years? 



SAGUACHE COUNTY 

An economic base analysis tells us which indus-

tries are the driving force, and which industries 

survive because the base industry exists. For 

Saguache County, production agriculture as well 

as the agricultural services industry are the most 

important drivers. Retirees are also important for 

the county because they spend their pensions and 

other non-labor income in the area.  

Population and 
Housing 

 Total Population: 6,258
(2015) 

 Household Size: 2.3 

 Total Housing Units: 
4,004 

 Vacant Housing Units: 
1,296 

 Vacancy Rate: 0.324 

Which Industries Drive Saguache’s Economy? 
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How has Unemployment Changed 
Over the Years? 



SAN MIGUEL COUNTY 

An economic base analysis tells us which indus-

tries are the driving force, and which industries 

survive because the base industry exists. For San 

Miguel County, tourism is the most important driv-

er. This includes resort-based tourism, other tour-

ism related service industries, as well as second 

home residents. Retirees are also important for 

the county because they spend their pensions and 

other non-labor income in the area.  

Population and 
Housing 

 Total Population: 7,859
(2015) 

 Household Size: 2.13 

 Total Housing Units: 
6,814 

 Vacant Housing Units: 
3,131 

 Vacancy Rate: 0.46 

Which Industries Drive San Miguel’s Economy? 
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How has Unemployment Changed 
Over the Years? 
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