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The recreation opportunity spectrum (ROS) is a tool the Forest Service uses to describe the type of 
recreation settings and opportunities visitors can expect in certain areas across a forest.  

We are revising the Inyo’s land management plan to map desired recreational settings and opportunities. 
In the 1988 Inyo forest plan and draft plan (released May 2016) one ROS map represents all recreation 
settings and opportunities. However, certain areas have differing recreation settings and opportunities 
depending on the season. For instance, several areas have semi-primitive non-motorized recreation 
opportunities during the summer, but in winter offer motorized opportunities. These winter settings are 
not reflected in the current ROS map, so we are including a new map specific to winter opportunities and 
settings, in the final forest plan. 

The new map updates ROS classes distinguishing between summer and winter recreation opportunities: 
changing semi-primitive non–motorized (summer) to semi-primitive motorized (winter) in some areas of 
the forest. The map also takes into account current forest orders that prohibit winter motorized activities 
in some portions of the Mono Lake and June Lake areas. 

Throughout the forest planning process, the public provided input on winter ROS, including support for:  

• Completing travel management planning (subpart C, over snow use) prior to forest planning 

• Completing forest planning prior to travel management planning 

• Completing travel management planning and forest planning concurrently 

• Including more specific forest plan direction for managing over snow vehicle use 

• Developing a winter ROS map in the final plan 

• Using the winter ROS map as a guideline for determining areas suitable for over snow vehicle use 

We have considered this input in our decisions to complete forest planning prior to travel management 
planning. The winter ROS map will serve as a baseline for current management and will then be updated 
once travel management planning (subpart C, over snow use) is complete. Our final forest plan does not 
contain specific plan components for any ROS classes, but uses them as guidelines for developing 
projects, describing recreation settings, and designing future winter facilities and infrastructure. 

Visit our website for more information, frequently asked questions, and the winter ROS map. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/planning/?cid=FSEPRD545106
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